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NORTH BRITON. 


His Majeſty's moſt gracious Syzzcnx to both 
Houſes of PaxLiamenT, on Tze/day, the 19th 
of AynIL, 1763. , 


My Lords, and Gentlemen, 


Cannot put an end to this ſeſſion of parlia- 

ment, without expreſſing my thanks for the 
fignal zeal and diſpatch which you have mani- 
feſted in your proceedings, and which make it 
unneceſſary for me to continue it any longer. 


I informed you at your firſt meeting, that pre- 
liminary articles were ſigned by my miniſter, 
and thoſe of France and Spain. I ordered them 
to be laid before you; and the ſatisfaction which 
I felt at the approaching re-eſtabliſhment of 
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peace, upon conditions ſo honourable to my 
crown, and ſo beneficial to my people, was 
bighly increaſed, by my receiving, from both 
houſes of parliament, the ſtrongeſt and moſt 
grateful expreſſions of their entire approbation. 
Theſe articles have been eftabliſhed, and even 
rendered more advantageous to my ſubjects, by 
the Definitive Treaty; and my expectations have 
been fully anſwered, by the happy effects which 
the ſeveral allies of my crown have derived from 
this ſalutary meaſure. The powers at war with 
my good brother the King of Pruſſia, have been 
induced to agree to ſuch terms of accomodation, 
as that great prince has approved; and the ſuc- 
ceſs which has attended my negotiation, has 
neceſſarily and immediately diffuſed the bleſlings 
of peace through every part of Europe. 


I acquainted you with my firm reſolution, to 
form my government on a plan of ſtrict oec. 
The reductions neceſſary for this purpoſe ſhall 
be compleated with all poſſible expedition : and 
altho* the army maintained in theſe kingdoms 
will be inferior in number to that uſually kept 
up in former times of peace, yet I truſt that the 
force propoſed, with the eftabliſhment of the 
national militia (whoſe ſervices 1 have expe: 
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rinced, and cannot too much commend) will 
prove a ſufficient ſecurity for the future. 


Gentlemen of the Hinſ: of Commons, 


I have ſeen, with the higheſt concern, the 
great anticipations of the revenue, and the heavy 
depts unprovided for, during the late war, 
which have reduced you to the unhappy neceſſity 
of impoſſing further burthens upon my people. 
Under theſe circumſtances, it is my earneſt wiſh 
to contribute, by every means, to their relief. 
The utmoſt frugality ſhall be obferv'd in the diſ- 
poſition of the ſupplies which you have granted; 
and when the accounts of the money, ariſing 
from the ſale of ſuch prizes as are veſted in the 
crown, ſhall be cloſed, it is my intention to direct 
that the produce ſhall be applied to the public 
ſervice. 


My Lords, and Gentlemen, 


The Extenſicn of the commerce of my ſab. 
jects; the improvement of the advantages we 
have obtained, and the increzſe of the public 
revenue, are the proper works of peace. To 
theſe important and neceſſary objects my atten- 
tion ſhall be dirzcted. I depend upen your con- 
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tant care to promote, in your ſeveral counties, 
that ſpirit of concord, and that obedience to 
Law, which is eſſential to good order, and to 
the happineſs of my faithful ſubjects. It is your 
part to diſcourage every attempt of a contrary 
tendency: It ſhall be mine, firmly to maintain 
the honour of my crown, and to protect the 
rights of my people. 
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JOURNALS of the HovsE of * 
vol. 18, p. 214. 


Jie, 5 die Juli; 
Anno 17 Georgii Regis, 1715, 


Articles of impeachment of high treaſon, and 
other high crimes and miſdemeanors, againſt 
Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer. 


Article 15. 


HAT whereas the dignity and ſupport of 
the imperial crown of theſe realms has, in 
all ages, greatly depended on the wiſdom and truth 
of the communications made from the throne, eſpe- 
elally in parliament, as the ſure and only means, 
whereby the kings and queens of this realm can 
receive the ſincere and faithful advice of their 
people in matters of the higheſt importance; and 
which,. by the fundamental laws and conſtitution 
of this government, ought to be inviolably ob- 
ſerved, as the facred band of the duty and affec- 
tion of ſubjects to their ſovereign : 


And whereas, by the moſt ts and known | 
laws of this kingdom, it is indiſpenſably in- 
cumbent on the great officers of ſtate, that ſur- 
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round the throne, to maintain, as far as in them 
lies, the facredneſs of the royal word, on all 
occaſions ; it being moſt apparent, that the 
greateſt diſhonour to the throne, and the greateſt 
danger to theſe kingdoms, muſt inevitably enſue, 
whenever that fountain of trath, by wicked 
counſels, ſhall be in any degree corrupted, and 
_ theteby loſe its juſt influence, and neceſſary 
authority : 


And whereas the power of making peace and 
war, cne of the ancient, undoubted, and moſt 
important, prerogatives of the crown, has been 
always exerciſed by the ſoveretgns of theſe realms, 
with the ſtricteſt regard to the honour of the 
crown, and the welfare of the people; and; for 
that end, they have, in great wiſdom, in all 
ages, taken the advice of — ſuch 
weighty occaſions : 


And whereas her late majeſty Queen Anne 
declared, from the throne, her gracious intenti- 
ons to communicate the terms of peace to her 
parliament, for their deliberate and ſerious ad- 
vice therein; wiſely foreſeeing, that the ſafety 
of her perſon and goverument, of the proteſtant 
ſucceſſion to the crown, which ſhe had neareſt 

her heart, and of the proteſtant religion, and 
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the liberties of Ezrope, did inevitably depend on 
the happy conclufion of the ſaid negotiations: 


He the ſaid Robert Earl of Oxford and Eart Mor- 
timer, then Lord High Treaſurer of Great Britain, 
having taken on himfelf, throughout the faid 
negotiations, a moſt arbitrary and unwarrantable 
authority, and the chief direction and influence 
in her majeſty's councils; and moſt wickedly 
deſigning to proſtitute the honour of the crown, 
and the dignity of parliaments, and not only to- 
tally to deprive her majeſty of the wholſome 
and neceſſary advice of her parliament in ſo great 
a conjuncture, but, by miſreprefenting the moſt 
eſſential parts of the negotiations of peace, to 
obtain the ſanction of parliament to his traiterous 
proceedings, and thereby fatally to deceive her 
majeſty, her allies, her * and her 
People 


He the ſaid Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mor- 
timer, was not only wanting in the diſcharge of 
that duty to his ſovereign, which became his 
high ſtation, by not adviſing againſt, and, as far 
as in him lay, in all events, by not preventing, 
even any intimation from the throne to the par- 
liament, which was not conformable to the ex- 
aQteſt truth and impartiality ; but taking advan - 
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tage of his ready acceſs to her majeſty, and his 


exhorbitant influence in her councils ; did pre- 


pare, form, and concert, together with other 
falſe and evil counſellors, ſeveral ſpeeches and 


throne to her parliament, on the ſubject of the 
faid negotiations of peace; and did adviſe her 
majeſty to make the ſame to her parliament ; and 
particuliarly, by means of his falſe and evil 
on the 7th of December 1711, declare from the 


throne, in the words following ; ** that notwith- 


«« ſtanding the arts of thoſe who delight in war, 
1% both place and time are appointed for opening 
4 the treaty of a general peace; our allies, 
«« eſpecially the States General, whoſe intereſt 
% I look upon as inſeparable from my own, have, 
% by their ready concurrence, expreſſed their 
«© confidence in me: 


Whereas it was then notorious to all Ezrope, 


and the ſaid Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mor: 


timer, and others his accomplices, well knew, 


that the principal allies of her majeſty, and par- 


ticularly the States-General, then had, in the 
ſtrongeſt and moſt preſſing manner, repreſented, 
not only to her majeſty's miniſters in Holland, but 


afterwards, by a miniſter of their own, directly 


% 


declarations to be made by her majeſty from the 


1 
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to her majeſty, the inſecurity and danger to the 
common cauſe, by entering into general nego- 
tiations with Fraxce, on the propoſitions figned 
by Monſieur Mefzager ; and alſo their firm opi- 
nion of the fatal conſequences that might enſue 
thereon : And although they had ſtill great ap- 
prehenſions concerning the method of opening 
the conferences, and the conſequences that might 
happen thereupoy; yet, being wrought on by the 
menaces, and other extraordinary methods uſed 
with them by her majeſty's miniſters, and rely- 
ing on the ſolemn aſſurances and declarations of 
her majeſty, to ſupport the intereſts and con- 
cern of their ſtate, and to act in perfect conh- 
dence and harmony with them, they did at Jaſt, 
with the greateſt reluctance, conſent to enter upon 
a general negotiation of peace with France: And, 
in the ſame ſpeech, her majeſty was prevailed on 
by the evil counſels of him the ſaid Robert Earl of 
Oxford and Earl Mortimer, and others, to declare, 
in the words following; That the princes and 
* ſtates, which have been engaged with us in 
» this war, being, by treaties, intitled to have 
« their ſeveral interefts ſecured at a peace, I will 
* will not only do my utmoſt to procure every 
© one of them all reaſonable ſatisfation ; but I 
«*« ſhall alſo unite with them, in the ſtricteſt en- 
* pagements, for continuing the alliance, in or- 
— 
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1 der to render the general peace ſecure and laſt- 
„ ing: And, in her meſſage, of the 17th of 
January following, her majeſty again expreſſes 
the care ſhe intended to take of all her allies, and 
the tri union in which ſhe propoſed to join with 
them : 


Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, her ma- 
jeſty was not only induced to enter into a private 
negotiation with France, excluſive of her allies ; 
but the ſame was, in like manner, carried on by 
him the ſaid Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mor- 
1imer, and others; and the ſeveral intereſts which 
the allies were intitled to by their treaties, were 
not only not ſecured to them by the peace, nor 
any reaſonable ſatisfaftion given to them; but the 
main intereſts of her principal allies, eſpecially of 
his imperial majeſty, were, by the wicked practices 
of him the ſaid Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl 
Mortimer, and others, given up to France; and 
no engagements were obtained for continuing the 
alliance, in order to render the general peace 
ſecure and lafting. 


And, her majeſty having, on many former 
occaſions expreſſed her reſolution, never to make 
peace with France and Spain, ſo long as Spain, and 
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the Ve- Indies, remained in the houſe of Bourbon, 
ſhe was prevailed upon, by the adviſe of him the 
ſaid Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, 
and others, ' to declare herſelf, in anſwer to an 
addreſs of the houſe of peers, the 11th of December 
1711, to the effect following; wiz. I ſhould 
* be ſorry any one could think, I would not do 
« my utmoſt to recover Spain, and the Indic, 
* from the houſe of Bourbon :”* 


Whereas it is moſt manifeſt, that the leaving 
the kingdom of Spain, and the Indies, in the 
houſe of Bourbon, was the foundation of the pri- 
vate and ſeparate treaty between Great Britain and 
France, which had been before that time figned, 
even with her majeſty's conſent ; and the fame 
fundamental reſolution was immutably obſerved 
between them, to the concluſion of the peace: 
And her majeſty having frequently declared from 
the throne, that her reſolutions in entering into 
the ſaid negotiations were, to obtain a general, 
good, and laſting peace ; and the plenipotenti- 
aries at Urretcht being inſtructed to treat with 
France conformably to that end; he the ſaid 
Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, in order 
to remove the juſt ſuſpicions which had been con- 
ceived of his private and ſeparate negotiations 
with France, did adviſe her majeſty to make 21213 


$ 
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further declaration, in her ſaid meſſage, of the 
17th of January ; © That the world will now ſee 
* how groundleſs thoſe reports are, which have 
* been ſpread abroad by men of evil intentions, 
* to ſerve the worſt deſigns, as if a ſeparate 
peace had been treated; for which there has 
not been the leaſt colour given:“ 


Whereas a private and ſeparate negotiation had 
been carried on, for five months together, between 
England and France; and, during that time, 
private propoſitions had been ſent from England, 
and 'a private treaty with a miniſter of France 
figned, even by her majeſty's privity, excluſive 
of all the allics, before the ſaid declaration made 
by her majeſty; and private and ſeparate mea- 
ſures were thenceforth carried on by the ſaĩd Robert 
Earl of Oxfird and Earl Mortimer, and his ac- 
complices, on behalf of her majeſty, with the 
miniſters of France, even to the concluſion of 
the peace. 


Her majefty was furthcr prevailed on, by the 
wicked advice of him the faid Robert Earl of 
Ox/d and Earl Mortimer, in her ſpeech, of June 
the 6th,. 1712, to declare, “ That to prevent 
t the union of the two crowns, ſhe would not be 
% contert with what was ſpeculative ; but inſiſted 
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on ſomething ſolid: And in the ſame ſpeech, 
to the effect following; via. The nature of 
« the propoſal for renunciation is ſach, that it 
«*« executes itſelf; and France and Spain are 
thereby more effectually divided than ever. 


« Whereas the miniſters of France had, before 
that time, aſſured the miniſters of her majeſty, 
that, to accept of the expedient propoſed on her 
mazeſty's behalf, would be to build en a ſandy 
foundation ; and that the renunciation woyld be 
null and void by the fundamental laws of France; 
and that they would deceive themſelves, who 
accepted it as an expedient to prevent the union. 
of the two crowns : 


And not only in the particulars before - men- 
tioned, but in many others contained in the ſaid 
ſeveral ſpeeches and meſſages, made, and ſent 
to her parliament, even while the ſaid negotia- 
tions of peace with France were depending, the 
moſt eſſential points relating to peace and com- 
merce, and which concerned the intereſts as well 
of the allies as of Great Britain, were groſsly miſ- 
repreſented : 


By all which wicked, treacherous, and uncx- 
ampled evil counſels, he the ſaid Robert Earl of 
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Oxford and Earl Mortimer did moſt baſely, un- 
grateſully, and ſcandalouſly, abuſe the favour of 
his royal miſtreſs; and by means of her autho- 
rity, did miſlead her parliament into groundleſs 
and fatal reſolutions ; and thereby not only pre- 
vented the juſt advice of the parliament to her 
majeſty on that critical juncture, but obtained 
the approbation of parliament to his myſterious 
and dangerous practices; and did not only de- 
prive her majeſty of the confidence and affection 
of her allies, but expoſed her majeſty, and her 
people, to the contempt of the common enemy. 


THE NORTH BRITON, #7 


? 


His Majeſty's (King Grone I.) moſt gracious 
SPEECH to both Houſes of PaxLiamenT, on 
Tugſday, the 17th of IAN UART, 1720. 


My Lords, and Gentlemen, 


T Acquainted you, laſt year, with the treaties 

of peace and commerce concluded between 
the emperor and the King of Spain. As that ſud- 
den and unaccountable conjunction gave, at the 
firſt appearance, juſt grounds of jealouſy and ap- 
prehenfion to the neighbouring powers of Europe ; 
the ſubſequent proceedings and tranſactions in 
thoſe two courts, and the ſecret and offenſive 
alliances concluded between them about the ſame 
time, have laid the foundations of a moſt exhor- 
bitant and formidable power; and are fo directly 
levelled againſt the moſt valuable and darling 
interefts and -privileges of this nation, that we 
muſt determine either tamely to ſubmit to the 
peremptory and unjuſt demands of the King of 
Spain, in giving up Gibraltar, and patiently to 
acquieſce in the emperor's uſurped and extended 
exerciſe of trade and commerce ; or muſt reſolve 
to be in a condition to do ourſelves juſtice, 'and 
to defend our undoubted rights, againſt theſe re- 
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ciprocal engagements, entered into in defiance and 
violation of all national faith, and the =P 
— 


1 | have UkewNe Wetzel informations,. from 
different parts, on which I can intirely depend, 
that the placing the Pretender upon the throne 
of this kingdom is one of the articles of the 
fecret engagement: And if time fhall evince; 
chat the giving ap the trade of this nation to one 
power, and Gibralar and Portniubon to another, 
is made the price and reward of impoſing upon 
this kingdom u popiſti Pretender; what an in- 
dignatioh muſt this raiſe in rhe breſt of each ro- 
teſtant Briton / 


Nor were theſe fatal combinations confined to 
thofe parts of the world alone; but they extend- 
ngus of char chart againſt me of their neigh- 
dours been prevented by the ſenſonable arrival of 
dür feet th "thoſe fes, a way had beeh opened 
bor itvading thefe kingdoths, und giving power- 
fal uſfiſtance to any attempt to be made from 
diner quarters. 


Such circumſlanees would not ſuffer RY 
Thy Allies, among whom there has been, und is, 
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his forces; and the States General, ſenfible of 
the imminent danger, have nat only acceded to 
the defenſive alliance concluded at Hanover, but 
have come to ftrong and ſeaſonable reſolutions for 
an extraordinary gugmentation of their forces, 
both by ſea and land: The accefion of the'crowp 
of Sweden is in fuch a forwardneſa, and the nego- 
tiations with the crown of Denmark are fo far ad- 
vanced, that we may reaſonably depend upen the 


This ſhort view of the preſent poſture of affair 
will, I am confident, not only ſecure to me the ſup- 
port and afliſtance of my parliament in carrying 
on this great and neceſſary work, in conjunction 
with my allies, but juſtify the meaſures hitherto 
taken, and the expences already made. 


The conſidence you repoſed in me laſt year, 
has been made uſe of for the benefit of the pub- 
lick ; and as the chief article of exceedings has, 
by my equipping, and ſending to fea, three 
.confiderable ſquadrons, fallen upon the head of 

| C 2 


20 THE NORTH BRITON. 


the navy, I am perſuaded the neceſſity of the 
ſervices, and the ſecurity, advantage, and glory, 
that has accrued to this nation from thoſe: ſqua- 
drons, will ſafciently ſpeak for themſelves, as 
long as both friends and foes, with joy or con- 
cern, confeſs they have ſeen and felt the effects 


of the naval power of Great Britain. 


It is not to be wondered at, that the princes 
engaged in theſe enterprizes are very much dif- 
turbed to ſee their projects rendered abortive : 
The King of Spain, impatient of the diſappoint- 
ments he has met with, can no longer diſguiſe 
that enmity to us, which for ſome time he has 
only waited for a favourable opportunity to de- 
clare: He has now ordered his miniſter reſiding 
here to depart immediately from this country, 
leaving a memorial that is little ſhort of a decla- 
ration of war ; wherein he again demands, and 
infiſts upon, the reſtitution of Gibraltar: He does 
not himſelf deny the offenſive alliance, nor his 
engagements to ſupport the Offend company: 
He makes my recalling theſe ſquadrons, which 
his conduct had put me under a neceſſity of ſend- 
ing to the Ve- Indies, and the coaft of Spain, the 
condition of any further correſpondence between 


the two crowns ; and, ſuppoſing the continuance 


of my fleets abroad to be actual haſtilities, threa- 
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tens to repel them with force, to the utmoſt of 
his power : ; 

Hut, not content with theſe menaces, inſults, 
and ĩnfractions of treaties, his catholick majeſty 
is now making preparations to attack and beſiege 
Gibraltar; and in order to carry on that ſervice, 
or to cover another deſign, has aſſembled a great 
body of troops in that neighbourhood ; But as the 
preſent ſtate and condition of that garriſon, 
with the reinforcements I have ordered thither, 
give me little cauſe to apprehend, or my enemies 
to hope for, ſucceſs in that undertaking ; the 
certain and undoubted intelligence I have, that 
it is now reſolved to attempt an invaſion upon 
theſe kingdoms, in favour of the Pretender, by 
an embarkation from the coaſts of Spain, gives 
me reaſon to believe, that, though the ſiege of 
Gibraltar may probably be undertaken, the pub- 
lick, avowed, and immenſe, preparations made 
for that purpoſe are chiefly calculated to amuſe 
the world, and to diſguiſe the intended invaſion ; 
which, I am ſurely informed, has been for ſome 
time agreed to be the firſt ſtep and ans. ts of 
the long-premeditatcd rupture. 


— ' f . ——— = 
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Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, | 


Theſe confiderations muſt awaken in you all 
ſuch a ſenſe of our common and immediate dan- 
ger, as will, I doubt not, inſpire you with a 
zeal and chearfulneſs in raiſing the ſupplies neceſ- 
ſary for the defence of your country, and for 
making good our engagements with our allies. 


I received tao much ſatis faction from the bap- 
pineſs of my people in their full enjoyment, and 
future proſpeRt, of peace, caſe, and proſperity, 
not to be ſenſibly afeted with theſe new con- 
vulſions; and the unavoidable neceſſity I am 
under of aſking larger ſupplies of my people, 
and of deſiring to be enabled to make ſuch an aug- 
mentation of my forces, by ſea and land, as the 


preſent exigency of affairs requires. | 


I will order the proper eſtimates to be laid be- 
fore you, and ſuch treaties as I have made with 
foreign princes for the hire of foreign troops: 
and as the expence I was, laſt year, in a parti- 
cular manner, entruſted to make, bas amounted 
to no conſiderable ſum, and the publick utility 
may again require the like ſervices to be per- 
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ſormied, I hope you will. again repoſe the ſame 
m bang 


— pleafare that 1 fee the time fo 
near approaching, when ſuch a conſiderable addi- 
tion will be made to the ſinking fund: Let all that 
wiſh well to the peace and quiet of my govern- 
ment, have the ſatis faction to ſee that our preſent 
neceſſitĩes ſhall make no'interraption in the pro- 
grefs of that defirable work of gradually diſ- 
charging the national debt: I hope therefore 
vou will make a proviſion for the immediate appli- 
c#tion of the produce of the finking fund to the 
uſes for which it was ſo wiſely contrived, and to 

which it now ſtands appropriated. 


My Lords, and Gentlemen, 


I have had no thoughts of making any acquiſt- 
tions to any parts of my dominions : My whole 
care and concern has been, to preſerve and main- 
tain the undoubted rights and privileges of my 
people: And therefore all my meaſures have been 
preventive and defenſive: But ſuch endeavours 
being now rendered impracticable, vigorous re{clu- 
tions, and a ſpeedy execution of them, can alone put 
an eff ectual end io the dangers that ſurround us: 
However hazardous and deſperate the enterprizes 


— — — — — - — 
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formed againſt us may appear to be; your being 
aſſured, that they are reſolved upon, will, I am 
perſuaded, be ſufficient to prevail upon you to 
put yourſelves in a condition to reſiſt and defeat 
them. a 


If rr a due ballance of power in 
Europe; if defending the poſſeſſions of the crown 
of Great Britain, of infinite advantage and ſecurity 
to our trade and commerce; if ſupperting that 
trade and commerce againſt dangerous and unlaw- 
fal encroackments; and if the preſent eftabliſh-. 
ment, the religion, liberties, and properties, of 
a_proteſtant people; are any longer conſiderations 
worthy of the care and attention of a Britiſb par- 
liament; I need ſay no more to incite my loyal 
and faithful houſes of parliament to exert them- 
ſelves in the defence of all that is dear and . 
adtc to them. 
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Jovnnats of the Hovss of Commons, vol. 20. 
age 798+ 


A Mzuox1a preſented to his Majeſty, on Thur/- 
day, the ſecond Day of Marcn, 1726, by 
Monſieur ps Palu, the Imperial Refident.. 


Moſt ſerene and i, potent King, 


S ſoon as your majeſty's ſpeech, made to 

the ftates of the kingdom of Great Britain 
now aſſembled in parliament, came to the ears of 
his Imperial and Royal Catholick Majeſty, my 
moſt gracious maſter, he wondered above mea- 
ſure, by what means your majeſty could ſaffer 
yourſelf to be induced to declare from the royal 
throne to this renowned nation, in a manner 
hitherto unheard of, as certain and undoubted, 
ſome things diſtorted in that ſpeech, to the worft 
ſenſe; others as far diftant as poſſible from the 
meaning of his imperial and catholick majeſty; 
and, laſtly, others, which ſtrike deeper, even de- 
fitute of all foundation : 


For as to what concerns the peace made at 
Fienna with the moſt Serene King of Spain; Who 
would not be aſtoniſhed to have that very peace, 

on the quadruple alliance of Londen, 
Vor. III. D 
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and others made with your majeſty, as on the 
only and moſt ſolid baſis; and for the obtaining 
whereof your majeſty yourſelf carried on, together 
with your allies, ſo bloody, and fo long, and 
not inglorious, a war; for which your majeſty 
yourſelf laboured much; now to be pretended as 
a juſt cauſe of complaint; and to be taken as a 
handle for thoſe things, which have hitherto heen 
done by your majeſty's miniſters in all parts, to the 
higheſt detriment to the emperor and empire, 
and of the publick tranquillity ; and that they 
could have been declared by your majeſty to the 
people of Great Britain, with ſo much invidiouſ- 
neſs towards the emperor, and the King of Spain, 
as a violation of the treaties. | 


After the peace of Vienna, the other treaty ac- 
cuſed is that of commerce made with Spain, and 
framed for promoting the lawful advantages of 
the ſubjects of each; which, as it is conformable 
to the law of nations, and to the uſages of peo- 
ple in amity ; and, in all parts, is innocent with 
reſpe& to the Britiſb nation, whether the ſituation 
of the provinces, or the nature of. the commerce 
itſelf, be conſidered ; and is not, even in the leaſt, 
contrary to the treaties made with Great Britain ; 
ſurely no cauſe remains for which that treaty 
could poſſibly be grievous or offenſive to the 
pation, otherwiſe moſt friendly to the emperor, 
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of whoſe paſt famous exploits, and ſuccours, no 
time ſhall ever efface the memory out of the 
breaſt of the moſt auguſt emperor, if it be only 
weighed with a fincere mind, purified from all 
deſire of exciting the nation. 


Another head, containing thoſe things which 
reſt on no foundation at all, concerns chiefly that 
imaginary treaty, which 1s called, in the ſpeech, 
offenſive; and is ſuppoſed to be contracted, 
againft your majeſty, between the emperor and 
the king of Spain: But how empty and frivolous 
that is, is evinced from hence; that that offenſive 
treaty, as tis called, may be intirely difproved, 
not only by the convention lately offered, by his 
Imperial and Catholick Majeſty, for not offending 
each other mutually, but alſo by the very treaty of 
friendſhip itſelf, which was contracted with the 
Spaniſh crown, and communicated to your majeſty 
when it was fitting; from the words whereof 
whether even a ſhadow, or the leaſt ſpecimen, of 
an offenfive treaty, can be drawn, is ſubmitted 
to the judgment of the whole world. 


The other part of this pofition argues ſecret 
articles to have been made in favour of the Pre- 
tender; of which your majeſty aſſerts that you 
have, in your hands, ſure indications, and ſuch 
D 2 
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as may be relied on ; whereby it is ſtipulated to- 
advance that Pretender to the throne of Great 
Britejn : But with what meaning, for what cauſe 
and defign, thoſe things, grounded on the falſeſt 
rumours, were declared to the Brit; people, is 
eafily underſtood by any one of the vulgar, and 
Myjaſty : and as the faith, inviolable dignity and 
honour, of fo great princes, cannot bear ſuch kind 
of aſſertions, ſupported by no manner of truth, to 
be declared from the royal throne to the whole 
kingdom and world, his faid Sacred Imperial Ca- 
thalick Majeſty has ſtrictly injoined me to declare. 
hereby to your majeſty, and to the kingdom of 
Greet Britain, that he is thereby moſt grievouſſy 
offended ; affirming, on his imperial word, that 
there is no ſecret article, nor convention, exiſting, 
which contains, or can prove, the leaſt thing of 
that nature. 


But to the end that thoſe things, which are 
underhand intended by this proceeding, unheard 
of till our times, may appear more clearly ; it is 
obſerved, that they are deſignedly declared at 
that time, when conſultation is held at Paris 
about compoſing the differences, which have 
ariſen by no action of his Imperial and Catho- 
lick Majeſty ; from whence his aboveſaid Impe- 
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rial Majeſty's mind, always diſpoſed to peace, 
and moſt religious in obſerving of treaties, is 
ſufficiently proved. 


As to thoſe things which are here alleged con- 
cerning Gibraltar, and repreſented in che worſt 
ſenſe ; the notorious hoſtile actions and attacks, 
perpetrated, contrary to the treaties, in the Indies, 
and elſewhere, againſt the King of Spain, ſeem 
to have given the juſteſt cauſe for undertaking 
the fiege thereof: But it may be ſeen, from the 
aboveſaid treaty, which has been communicated, 
what was the intention and agreement of his 
Imperial Catholick Majeſty, upon this article. 


Laſtly, as to what things are alleged eoncern- 
ing the navigation of Offend; his Catholick Ma- 
jeſty's piety induced him, being bound by no 
manner of treaty, to countenance it; after he 
had ſeveral times acknowleged the juſt reaſons 
. for this undertaking : And that this innocent 
ſubſidy, towards preſerviag the barrier of the 
Low Countries, may not be a hindrance to the 
tranquillity and mutual friendſhip with the ncigh- 
bours, ſcveral means of accomodation were pro- 
poſed, not only at the Heguc, and in other 


places, but alſo have, laſtly, been declared at 


Paris. ; 
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Which things being ſo; truth offended, and 
the honour and dignity of his Sacred Imperial 
Catholick Majeſty, did certainly demand, that 
the ſame ſhould be publickly made known to your 
majeſty, to the kingdom of Great Britain, and to 
the whole world: Who likewiſe, with all juſtice, 
injury done him by ſo many imputations. 

London, Ir day of the 

month of March in 
the year 1727. 


Charles Joſeph De Palm. 
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SATURDAY, May the zzd, 1762. 


Te che MONITOR. 
Sin, 


EADING this paſſage in Tacitus, it 

readily occured to me how dangerous it is 
both to the prince and his people, for him to 
have a favourite z or to be ſo weak as to give him- 
ſelf up to the management of any one of his ſub- 
jets, in the government of his dominions. and 
in the purſuit of national glory. Where this has 
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been the mifortune, the crown has often ſet like 
thorns, and the councils have proved like har- 
rows. The king has ended his days in anxiety and 
diſtraction, and his ſubjects cruſhed to pieces by 
oppreſſion. 


A favourite of a crowned head is one, who, 
without any merit or recommendation from his 
country, for any ſervices performed for the pub- 
lic, and glory of the crown, has found means 
to acquire a great and almoſt an excluſive influence 
and power over the mind of his royal maſter : 
one, who by an early near admiſſion to his pre- 
ſence, converſation and private recreations, has 
improved every opportunity to diſcover his weak - 
neſſes, to mark his foibles, and to ingratiate him- 
ſelf, till he gains an entire aſcendant over his 
will; and governs him without controul : and 
one, who having ſucceeded thus far, during a 
minority, by mere profefiions of duty, and a dili- 
gent attention to gratify his paſſions, attempts to 
maintain his own influence and power, by de- 
ſtroying and preventing the growth of great and 
royal ſentiments in his mind; and to ufurp the 
whole authority and management of the ſtate, by 
filling his maſter's head with pleaſures and unpro- 
ftable amuſements.— A favourite, poſſeſſed of 
this authority and credulity in his royal maſter, 
guards againſt every means to detect his uſurpa- 
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he permits none but ſuch, as are devoted to 
his intereſt, to approach the prince; and thoſe 
he diſpoſes about the royal preſence, in ſuch a 
manner, as to make them his ſpies; to keep 
out men of merit; to degrade patriotiſm with a 
mortal hatred ; to aſſiſt him in the ſacrifice of 
publiek intereſt to his private views; and to ſhare 
with him the fruits and advantages of the royal 
favour. 


Such a man's, or if you will, ſuch a miniſter's, 
conduct is founded upon flattery, the moſt dan- 
gerous of all vices in the body politic; foraſmuch 
as the prince is undone under the appearance of 
a more faithful attachment to his perſon, family 
and intereſt; and, if it ſhould happen, that the 
favourite has ſo infinuated himſelf into his heart, 
and got all his prejudices and paſhons on his fide, 
there always follows a formation of that ſort of 
fondneſs for him, which quickly produceth con- 
fidence in that perſon of a dangerous ſpirit, who 
will make the royal power ſubſervient to his own 
paſſions. He loves none but himſelf, and ſacri- 
ficeth honour, gratitude and juſtice to his private 
intereſt: When a prince has once given himſelf 
up to the management of ſuch a favourite, he 
may be carried as far as the ambition of his 
favourite pleaſeth, in tyranny, in profuſion, in 

Vor. III. E 
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pleaſures, in the negle& of his juſt rights and 
national intereſt; in an unſeaſonable and inju- 
rious propenſity for peace; and even ſo far as to 
expoſe his country to ruin, and himſelf to ſeek 
for ſafety, by flight and exile. 


This is the preſent caſe of Saxony; the diſ- 
treſſed condition of which electorate is occaſioned 
by the princes ill- placed confidence in Count 
Brubl, who by the patronage of the queen, ob- 
tained an entire aſcendant over his ſovereign; 
ſo as to prevail with him, in defiance of public 
faith, and the moſt ſolemn treaties, and againſt 
the adviſe of the Saxon privy-council,. to enter 
into a ſecret league with Vienna and Fu, 
to cruſh-the King of Pruſſia,” 


Count Prubl, relying too much upon the favour 
of his prince, and valuing himſelf upon the great- 
neſs of his eſtate and fortune, deſpiſed the reſt of 
the counſellors, ©* without conſidering that ſuch 
a league might perſpire at the court of Berlin, 
before it could be ripe for execution, and 
thereby bring ruin upon his king and country.“ 
Had this court aged upon principles of ſound 
policy, he, inſtead of exerting the influence he 
derived from his prince's favour, would have 
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eonfidered and foreſeen all poſſible accidents, 
and provided againſt them. 


But this favourite was not exempt from the 
peculiar defect of all miniſters in that ſituation. 
Favourites in the cabinets of princes, are of a 
narrow genius; their views are ſo contracted, and 
ſelf hath ſo great a ſhare in all their tranſactions, 
that they are afraid to venture; therefore they are 
never reſolved : whereas, counſellors, whoſe pa- 
triotiſm admits of no private views nor ſelf in- 
tereſt, no motives, nor expectations, but the love 
and ſervice of their country, are of that maſcu- 
line and comprehenſive turn of mind, that they 
are never long fluctuating about proper meaſures 
and reſolutions. For, the rules of juſtice are 
eternal and immutable, and ſpontaneouſly occur 
to a ſagacious and well diſpoſed mind.“ 


This perfidious act, obtained by Count Brubl 
in the Saxon cabinet, confirms this obſervation. 
It was determined to join in the aſſault to be 
made on the King of Praia; but his conduct 
from the year 1747, to the breaking out of this 
calamitous war, was a perpetual vacilation and 
unreſolvedneſs, about the manner of doing it, 
ſo as to cover Saxony from the king's vengeance, 
which kept him in conſtant ſuſpence.“ 

; E 2 
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tween a patriot miniſter, and a favourite. The 
patriot foreſeeing the danger and calamities, 
which ſuch an iniquitous league muſt certainly 
bring upon his country, would have reſolved to 
reje& the overtures of the confederacy: But the 
favourite, · ſhews by his irreſolution and vacila- 
tion, that though he was not ignorant of the fatal 
conſequences, it was indifferent to him, whether 
Saxony ſwam or funk ; fo that he could main- 
tain his power and influence over the King of 
Poland.” 


This extraordinary minion of fortune, (ſays 
« the author of his life in a ſeries of letters,) 
«« who after ſhooting up like a toadſtool, with 
„amazing rapidity, has over-ſpread all Saxony. 
« Trace him from the commencement of his mi- 
e niſtry, and there is not to be found one ſingle 
ray of patriotiſm, not one ſpark of real concern 
« for the welfare of Saxony. Swayed by a bound- 
„ lefs avarice and ambition (which he endeavours 


** to conceal under the names of frugality and 
** economy) intent only on the aggrandizement 
of himſelf and family, he has engroſſed all the 
* conſiderable and lucrative poſts ; an inſatiable 
dere of wealth, and at the ſame time the gra- 
*< tification of his vanity and voluptuouſneſs, by 
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er a profuſeneſs more than regal, predominate in 
* his ſoul, and biaſs his meaſures. whilſt Saxony 
4 is no further conſidered, than as the foil pro- 
« duttive of ſach delicious fruits. —lIt is to be 
« hoped, that ſome avenger of public honour 
„will ſtand forth and expoſe, the character of 
this oſtentatious Count, his private deport- 
ment (how he became a favourite) and his pub- 
© lic adminiſtration, as a document to poſterity, 
that the unanimous and declared ſentiments of 
1% honeſt men, are not tobe overlooked or inſulted 
„% with impunity. Such a piece would probably 
« be an inſtrument of diminiſhing the future 
* ſufferings of whole nations, which providence, 
„ in its wrath, had curſed with a miniſter 
„ like Brubl, as the dread of being tranſmitted 
* to poſterity, with all their odious colours, 
4 might be ſome check on their rapacity and 
% difipation.” 


But whilſt the ſole aim of miniſters is to mo- 
nopolize the favour of the ſovereign, affairs 
will go on at a ſcandalous rate. A fate to 
which every nation is ſubje&t, when the helm 
of ſovereignty is in weak hands; when princes 
make a bad choice of their officers and miniſters ; 
when they are driven to and fro like a reed by 
court cabals and intrigues, implicitly comply: 


3 THE NORTH BRITON. 


ing with every ſuggeſtion of their miniſters and 
favourites, and totally void of any particular af- 
feftion for their ſubjects. Kings indeed are 
men, and it cannot with any reaſon be expected 
that they ſhould raife themſelves above the ſphere 
of human nature, and to aſſume the ſpirituality 
of angels: But this is unpardonable in them, 
that they ſhould be ſo weak as to allow any fa- 
vourite, male or female, ſuch a power, as to lay 
the welfare and deſtiny of the ſubject at his or her 
diſcretion.” 


„In the judgment of this age, and never was 
the nature of government, the correction of af- 
fairs, and the duty of rulers better underſtood, 
a prince who governs himſelf has no need of a 
prime miniſter: For, a favourite to defire his 
ſovercign to declare him prime miniſter, is no 
leſs than to deſire him to make a publick ac- 
knowledgment, that he himſelf does not govern.” 


Where a prince will appoint a prime mini- 
ſter, he ought at the ſame time to maintain things 
m their proper relations: And his minifter is 
to foreſee events, to penetrate into the grounds 
of all occurrences, and to know and ſelect the 
neceflary meaſures, and the belt manner and time 
of executing them. If ſuch a miniſter be entruſted 


* 
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with unbounded power; if he prefides in his 
royal maſter's heart, and determines every thing 
according to his good pleaſure ; yet he is maſter 
of ſo much diſcretion, and retains ſo much re- 
gard for his ſovereign's honour, that he gives. 
the glory of all his ſucceſs to his maſter, and 
makes no property of his country to raiſe his pri- 
vate fortune.” 


Having thus laid down a few previous re- 
marks on favouritiſm, and exemplified them in 
the miſeries and ruin of Saxony, under the ad- 
miniſtration of Count Brubl, it ſhould alarm 
both prince and people into a fixed reſolution, 
never to be enticed by any allurements to advance 
fuch men in their favour and eſteem. 


A wiſe prince ought to reſolve never to give 
himſelf up totally to thofe he advances to power. 
His prudence will call upon him to diſtruſt 
the ſmalleſt beginnings, and preſerve him from 
the temptation of ſuperficial qualities. He will 
ſhew a confirmed hatred to flattery; and won't 
allow any thing, but truth and juſtice to influ- 
ence his actions; and he will be perſuaded in 
his own mind, that if he does not preſerve a 
love of truth, and ſhow a particular regard to 
thoſe, who are capable and honeſt enough to 
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tell it him, he ſhall ſooner or later be dehi- 
vered by divine juſtice, into the hands of a fa- 
vourite, that ſhall make the people mourn, and 
eclipſe the glory of the crown.” Of which 
you may expect ſome faithful anecdotes out of 
cur own and other hiſtories. From 


Yours, &c. 


O. P. 
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To the MONITOR. 

Sin, 

HEN you publiſhed the character of a 
court favourite, and exemplified the miſ- 
fortune of à country, where the government is 
committed to his direction, as Saxony which has 
been ruined by the aſcendance of Count Brau 
over his royal maſter ; it was aſſerted then, and 
now it is repeated, that a favourite, as there 

Vor. III. E-- 


* . nde 
' depicted; ſach a miniſter, as Sejanus was in che 
court of Tiberius, would be a moſt dangerous 
ſervant of the crown; Both in regard to the 
prince and people. . Of which we have but too 
many examples in all nations: And thoſe are 
found ys . er ruinous to the ſtate 
Public in deſpbtiſan of a favouri 
miniſter has 3 and maintained by a 
ſemale partiality ; making uſe of every art, and 
ſacrificing every virtue and connection to ſatisfy 
the ambition 5 5 men, whoſe taſte for ſecret fa- 
vours, raiſed their appetite to a defire of illicit 
power; and to aſſume the management of affairs, 
for which they were not qualified. But though 
theſe are no more than examples to be avoided, 
and riot applied by your correſpondent ; yet they 
can never be too often exhibited for public de- 
teſtation, and for awfyl memorials to men en- 
truſted with the protection of the liberty, ſafety 
and property of a nation. 


In order, therefore, to keep as clear of any in- 
video? Tra pidtaliin, 46 po ble; ict ws p- 
ſas this ſubje& with a repreſentation of the ca- 
lamities and diſtreſſes, into which the French 
mation is brought by that abſolute aſcendant, 
Which Madam La Pompadour, their king's miſ- 
hag EST ou: will. 


* 
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Hark then! this miſtreſs, though never ad- 
mitted into the cabinet, was not devoid of a 
privy council; in which were always canvaſſed, 
-and in a great manner determined, the grand 
points of debate for the royal counſellors ; ; ſhe 
having previouſly learned them from her royal 
paramour, and. fixed him i in reſolutions confor- . 
mable to the intereſt of her private cabal : And, 
indeed, where we find a favouritiſm thus ſupported, 
it is likely to prove the moſt dangerous of all. 
It is always founded upon narrow, contracted and 
elfiſh principles; and will oppoſe, or never 
venture upon, any vigorous meaſures for the pub-. 
lic good, that may endanger the favourite's * 
vate views and connections. 


Women have a way to approach and to manage 
princes, which a man can never attain. There 
is a certain ſoftneſs in their addreſs, and a 
ſimplicity in their advice, being well timed, 
which gains attention, and covers the iffues of _ 
a a deceitful and wicked heart. And theſe ſeldom . 
fail of ſucceſs, when they have learned exactly 
to adapt the diſplay of their accompliſhments, .. 
in which the prince delights, to the call of the 
moment. 


F 2 
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Thus La Pompadbur, by amuſing Lewis XV. 
when he was dull, (for kings have their hours of 
dullneſs, as well as other men,) gained an entire 
aſcendant over his will, not only in a perſonal 
and natural; but in a political and regal ſenſe. 
She not only prevailed with his majeſty to enno- 
ble herſelf; but laviſhly to beſtow his favours 
upon low perſons, her relations, favourites and 
dependants. In which caſes the merit of what 
has been given is owing, not to the object, but 
to the continuation of the gift; ſo that one gift 
became only the pledge and wire-draw of ano- 
ther ; and the royal generofity appeared like a 
river poured down a ſink.” 


1 Her art was ſo refined, that ſhe obtained 
every thing, without ſeeming to aſk any thing ; 
and while ſhe drew from Lewis what ſums ſhe 
pleaſed, and carried on an unbounded traffic in 
employs, poſts, jobs, and other beneficial ema- 
nations from the royal authority, procured by 
her favour and influence, for thofe who gave 
her moſt money, ſhe boaſted of her difintereſted- 
neſs and love for the king : All which he believed, 
though the voice of the public might have informed 
bim better. But kings, above all men, are liable 
to this impoſition : So far, that one would think 
they were born to be the bubbles cf every kind 
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of flattery, which always works more powerfully 
upon their underſtanding, when it. is more art- 
fully offered up under the name and appearance 
of love and affection.“ 


Her pride kept pace with her riches; which is 
always the caſe of favourites raiſed above their 
merit. She prevailed with the king to make 
Collin (who by his place waited on her perſon at 
table) one of the comptrollers of the royal and 
military order of St. Leis.“ And had ſhe con- 
fined her promotions within the verge of her own 
hotel, ſhe might have been indulged with ſuch 
little diſlinctions, to reward ſuch of her ſervants 
as recommended themſclves moſt to her favour 
by their obſequiouſneſs, oeconomy and vigour ; 
without being envied in the enjoyment of thoſe 
foibles by the public. But, fatal to the nation! 
this female favourite began to conſider, that her 
own power about the king would increaſe in pro- 
portion to the numbers of dependants, ſhe might 
be able to prevail with him to receive into his 
ſervice, and to entruſt with the finances, govera- 
ment and ftrength of his dominions. 


Poſſeſſed with this reſolution, and ſecure of the 
king's affection, Pom adour ſets about to diſgrace 
and to rain cvery ecur ſellor and officer, that was 
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not mean enough to pay homage at her levee; 
and to fill their places with minions of her own 
creation. From'that moment the fate of France 
was decreed. The nation, which bid faireſt for 
the conqueſt of Europe, began inſenſibly to droop. 
Her councils were no longer firm, reſolute and 
united. Her riches were conſumed by timid, in- 
active, and unnational meaſures. Her ſtrength 
was curbed, and rendered uſeleſs, under comman- 
ders inadequate to the ſervice; and in the midſt 
of a moſt dangerous and expenfive war, her 
monarch's chief attention ſeemed to be employed 
in diſtributing his favours to men, upon his miſ- 
treſs's recommendation. 


A moſt ſignal example of this may be found 
in the removal of Marſhal d*Effrees from the 
command of the French army in Germany, and in 
full career of victory, and its vaſt conſequences 
to his country, to make way for Richelieu, who 
loſt all the ground the other had won. At court 
NMI. 4 4rger;/on, principal ſecretary of ſtate, and 
Monſ. de Mechault, keeper of the ſeals, fell alſo 
victims to her intrigues, envy and malice. The 
marine depaitment ſuffered extremely by her in- 
fluence in the promotion of commanders and 
inferior officers. And ſhe could not reſt till the 
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treaſury was placed in the hands of her moſt 
fecret favourite. 


However laviſh the French are in their notions 
of ſubmiſſion to their ſovereign, ** they could 
not. help being diſcontented, to ſee the great 
and ableſt miniſters of ſtate, and commanders 
by ſea and land, either degraded into a ſer- 
vile precarious dependance on a woman, ſo 
unaccountably lifted up, with no other merit 
than having gained an entire aſcendant over 
the king, and who was conſtantly giving 
marks of her miſerable miſtaking the artifice, 
by which ſhe governed the king, for a capacity 
of governing the kingdom ; or elſe ſhamefully 
facrificed ro her little paſſions of vanity or re- 
venge. Nor was it amongſt the leaſt of her re- 
proaches, that prodigious venality of offices ſhe 
had introduced wholly to her own emolument, 
and to the apparent ruin of the intcreſt of her 
country; which could not be well ſerved by men- 
who, having bought their employs, thought of 
nothing fo much but how te make the moſt of 
their bargains. A country in this condition may 


be ſaid to be put up to auction to the beſt 
bidder.” 
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Should it be aſked, how an abſolute monarch 
could be ſo infatuated, as to yield to ſuch ruin- 
ous meaſures? a little reflection will ſhew, that 
a man or a woman, ** who has diſcovered the 
art to diſſipate time and to ſtun all ſerious thought, 
will ſo effectually repreſent the buſineſs of the 
ſtate ſo burthenſome and inconfiſtent with the 
Joys of the crown, as to make it almoſt a ſecond 
and ſubordinate conſideration. And when Pom- 
padour had once gained this point, the ſtate was 
left in the hands of ſuch only, as ſhe had choſen, 
or found ſubſervient to her will. The king thus 
ſurrounded with thoſe little creatu;es of her crea- 
tion, they acknowledged the full extent of her 
empire, even not to dare to ſay any thing to him, 
which ſhe had not dictated to them: And thence 
it was that any truth, interfering with her private 
views, could rarely penctrate to the royal ear.” 


This ſubverſion of all order and dignity 
threw a general langour into the adminiſtration 
of affairs. The ſubjects of the higheſt rank, 
merit and abilities, were either driven into cor- 
ners, ſays the author of Pompadour's life, or they 
voluntarily ſhrank from the indignity of places, 
that could only be held on the ſcandalous terms 
of paying court to a woman, conſtantly jealous 
of not having enough of that reſpect ſhewn her, 
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to Which, ſhe muſt be conſcious, of having fo 
little title. The conſequence of this muſt be the 
filling of places, thus vacant, with petty cha- 
rafters ; {ſuch as the place of ſecretary of ftate 
with the Abbot de Beru, with the decoration 
of a ribband,) whoſe greateſt merit could only 
be the having 'none; as no merit could there 
exiſt, but what muſt be incompatible with a ſab- 
miſſion to her, or with ſubminiftering to the will 
and meaſures of a woman, that viſibly ſacrified, 
to her own private paſſions, the king, who was 
governed, and the kingdem that was diſhonoured 
by her. 


The exaltation of De Beruit, who was naturally 
of a very amorous conſtitution, and ſeemed to 
Have no other recommendation than his perſon, 
youth, and art to pleaſe the fair ſex, provoked 
the nobility and gentry beyond all moderation : 
ſo that, when he was inveſted with the order 
of the Holy Ghoſt, in the chapel of Yer/ailles, there 
was during the ceremony, a ſcroll of paper thrown 
-out of the gallery among the knights, on which 
was wrote a French parody, on the hymn called 
Feni Creator, and is thus tranſlated in the third 
volume of M. % Pompadour's hiſtory, p. 52. 


Vor. III. | G 
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THOU holy ſpirit, power divine, 
Do thou for France's glory daign 
On this new miniſter to ſhine, 
And lighten up his clouded brain. 


Of twelve unlearn'd thou heretofore 
Didft raiſe up oracles to thee : 

Renew theſe miracles once more. 
By giving ſenſe to poor Bernis. 


His boſom with thy flames poſſeſs; 

On him the love of heaven pour: 

That he may kiſs the ladies leſs, 
And leaſt of all— La Pompadour. 


« Bernis inveſted with the rank of a miniſter, 
and decked out with a blue ribbon, could not, 
doubtleſs, but appear, more agreeable in the eyes 
of his protectreſs: and ſhe never eaſy, day and 
night, out of his company, looked upon his 
athletic conſtitution, and conſummate knowledge 
in the art of love, to be ſuch ſuperior talents, 
as made him extremely capable of unravelling 
the moſt knotty, and conducting the moſt ardous 
affairs of ſtate; imagining with great reaſon, 
that in the courſe of an adminiſtration, which 
ſhe alone had put into his hands, he would cer- 
tainly take no ſtep, without firſt conſulting her.— 
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But poor Bernis now exalted beyond his ſphere, 
exactly anſwered the deſcription, which Montaigne 
has given of thoſe monkies, who having with 
great nimbleneſs climbed up to the top of a tree, 
the height they have reached, ſerves only the more 
to ſhew their naked backſides. 


The daily promotions of this ſort could not 
fail giving great diſguſt to all the principal 
nobility and men of merit. And when they faw 
«© the Prince of Conti, the darling of the ſoldiery, 
and the perfect maſter of the art of war, laid 
aſide, to gratify her paſſions; and the poſt of 
Maitre &' Hetel of the queen's houſhold, an office 
always reſerved for one of the very firſt diſtinction, 
fold for a large ſum to the grandſon of an inn- 
keeper of Normandy, they could not forbear re- 
monſtrating very warmly with his majeſty on the 
« ccafion : but all to no purpoſe : For Pompadour 
having inſtilled ftrong prejudices againſt their 
affection for him, Lewis heard their repreſenta- 
tions, but took no further notice of their grie- 
vances. 


On which occaſion the author above quoted, 
remarks: © A nation whoſe ſtrength and glory 
had been fo long ſupported by its numerous no- 
bility, might reaſonably expect to have ſeen them 
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treated with a regard more adequate to their 
merit, Has not Fraue the greateſt reaſon to 
apprehend,. that this nobility treated thus cava- 
herly, will ſeon become leſs zealous for the 
glory of their country, and that their reſentment. 
for the indignities they ſuſſer, will get the better 
of their attachment to their king. How great 
muſt be their pangs, while facrificing* fortune, 
children and life in the ſervice of the ſtate, to 
fee themſelves leſs regarded, lefs valued than a 
petty miſtreſs : To ſee that it is ſhe, that rules 
and governs us all; and that either the united 
cries of the whole nation reach not their mo- 
narch's ears, or that he fo is inſenſible, as not 
© be at all affected by them!“ 


In this proſpect of affairs the female favourite, 
ſeems to have got ſuch held of the royal heart 
not long continue her aſcendant; unleſs ſome of 
thoſe very meaſures, ſhe ſtrains beyond all mode- 
ration to keep it, ſhould haſten its deſtruction 
and diſſolve the enchantment ; or that the una- 
nimous clamour of his whole people ſhould av 
length foree open his eyes to the injury, be is 
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doing to them, and to his own dignity and 
power, in abandoning himſelf to her miſguid- 
ance.” I am, | 

Till the next opportunity, 


Yours, &c. O. P. 


N. B. Theſe are two of the eight numbers of the 
Moni1Tor, for which ſeveral perſons were taken 
into cuſtody. The other numbers are N* 135%, 
373» 376, 378, 379, and 380. Vide vol. ut. 
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(Vide vol. ii. p, 73, 118 ) 
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NUMBER xxx. 


SaTuRDAY, December 18, 17<2- 


Tantum bellum, tam diutirnum, tam lonye Iateque difper- 
ſur, quo belto omnes pertes ac nat oe premebartur, Cn: 
Pemperus exir:ma hieme a, paravit, ineunte vere ſuſcepit, 
med:3 eſtate coufecit, 


TrviLty. 


HOUGH the preliminary articles of the 

approaching peace have at length received 
the juſt applauſes of a loyal and grateful people 
in full parliament ; and though this important 
queſtion has been decided not only by a large and 
honourable majerity, but alſo by the ſtrong evi- 
dence of truth, and an irrefiſtable force of argu- 
ment, yet I find that the male-contents without 
doors ſtill continue to ſcatter poiſon and ſedition 
throughout the kingdom. I do not know how 
ſafe it will be for the banditti of incendiary 
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writers to perſiſt, with contumacy, to give the 
lie to the whole body of the Britiſb legiſlature, 
but I am ſure they are guilty of a flagrant out- 
rage againſt the authority of government, and all 
the moſt ſacred bands of ſociety. If there 1s 
no juriſdiction to controul this unwarrantable 
licentiouſneſs, or if allowing that there does 
exiſt ſuch a legal coercive power, itis, from the 
unexample lenity of the adminiſtration, to lie 
dormant in the ſtatute- books, or the records of 
parliament, incluſum in tabulis, tanguam in vagina 
reconditum, the Auditor is at leaſt determined not 
deſert the public poſt, in which he has ſtood for 
ſome time paſt, but ſtill to perſevere in an unre- 
mitted oppoſition to malevolence and prejudice. 
He will continue to throw all the lights in his 
power upon the ſolid value of the advantages pro- 
cured for us by the late negotiation, and he 
thinks he cannot better anſwer this laudable end 
at preſent than by inſerting the following letter 
exactly in the form, which he received it. 


To te AUDITOR. 
SIR, 
T a time when popular clamour is fo loud, 


and prejudice ſo violent, that the ſtill ſmall 
voice of truth can ſcarcely be heard; it is ſome 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Great towns were diminiſhed to paultry villages; 
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pleaſure to obſerve that all are not born away by 
the ſtream, and that you, though almoſt fingle, 


oppoſe yourſelf to its rage, , and bravely attempt 
to ſtem the torrent. 


You have laboured, not unſucceſsfully, to 
undeceive a miſguided people, to ſave them from 
the ſtrong impreſſions of artful miſrepreſentation 
and more daring falſhood. You alone have re- 
fuſed to condemn men for what they are to do; 
to cenſure them for meaſures never taken, and 
arraign them for counſels which they did not 
give. Thus nobly employed in the cauſe of truth, 
juſtice and patriotiſm, nay of humanity itſelf ; 
every little aſſiſtance which any one's knowledge 
may enable him to give you, muſt, I am perſua- 
ded, be exceptionable to you. Let me then, 
Sir, contribute my mite, which though thrown 
into a treaſury, yet 1s ſill of ſome value. 


Great art and much falſhood have been em- 
ployed, to ſet every acquiſition made by the 
preſent treaty of peace, in a contemptible and 
diſadvantageous light. Countries whoſe value 
and importance were before univerſally acknow- 
ledged, became, the moment they were known 
to be ceded to us, of no value and importance. 
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populous countries were reduced to uninhabited 
regions, and fertile and cultivated provinces were 
converted into barren and naked defarts. Such 
has been the fate of Canada, ſuch has been the 
fate of Florida. I ſhall confine myſelf to the 
latter of theſe; for this reaſon, I know the 
country. Had our political writers confined them- 
ſelves within the ſame bounds, and argued about 
nothing but what they knew; they would have 
wonderfully abridged their own labours, and 
have impoſed much leſs upon the patience and 
credulity of their readers. 


I have traverſed by far the greateſt part of 
this our new acquiſition, and I do afſure you and 
the public, that I never ſaw a finer country than 
Florida is for the moſt part. Neat and comfor- 
table houſes on the plantations ; well built, though 
I confeſs ſmall towns, and theſe in a well im- 
proved, and richly cultivated country, are what 
conſtantly ſtrike the eye of the traveller. What 
commercial advantages may be drawn from it, 
I leave abler pens to diſplay; I ſpeak only of 
the appearance of the country: And yet this leads 
me to mention one advantage I apprehend our 
Weft-Indian iſlands may reap from the poſſeſſion 
of that country, even in a commercial light. The 
only at preſent unprofitable tracts of Florida, are 

H 
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certain large bogs, or marſhy grounds, which 
produce an excellent kind of fuel; being pretty 
much the ſame thing which is called in England 
peet- or turf. Of this there is by far a greater 
quantity than would ſerve the inhabitants for 
firing, were they ten times more numerous than 
they are. Now, Sir, it a fact notoriouſly true, 
and of which I have been an eye witneſs, that all 
kind of fuel is extremely ſcarce in the Weſt- Iudies; 
I do net mean for boiling: the ſugars, for with 
that, the traſh of the ſupar cane ſufficiently ſup- 
plies them; but for domeſtic uſes ; for the truth 
of this I appeal to every gentleman who has been 
in the Veit. Indies; indeed the ſcarcity is ſuch that 
I can fately affirm that not one of the lower 
kind of the planters have a comfortable fire 
in their parlours or bed-chambers; nay even 
amongſt the better ſort I have ſeldom ſeen a good 
fire, though at che ſevereſt ſeaſon of the year. In 
Jamaica J am told the caſe is otherwiſe; i: may 
be ſo, I never was there, and I ſpeak only of 
what I know. But in Barbadees, Antigua, St. 
Chriftepher's and Mecnſerrat, I have been, and 
what I have faid, I affirm to be a fact in thoſe 
idands. Is it then a ſma!l advantage to add, 
aud that at a cheap rate, to the convenicuces- 
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and comforts of our fellow ſubjects, fellow crea- 
tures and fellow chriſtians? | 


Let me add, and then I have done, that what 
I have ſaid of thoſe iſlands is true of Guadalonpe, 
that favourite child of a very indulgent, though no 
doubt very di fintereſte father, the author of an 
Examination of the commercial principles, &c. Poſſibly 
he may have been in Guadalaupe; let him contra- 
dit me if I aſſert what is not true, and I will 
give him proof as fully convincing as a cuſtom- 
houſe entry. 


Yours, &c. 


ViATOLK 


If to the above teſtimony of my correſpondent, 
be added the full authority of all writers, whe 
mention the territory of Florida, we ſhall be con- 
vinced that the complaint of our having gained 
only barren and uncultivated land, like Bag por 
heath, cannot be ſupported with regard to this 
part of our acquiſitions. Florida enjoys the ſame 
air with South-Carolina, and has a foil fit for the 
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production of the ſame commodities, namely, 
rice, indigo, cotton, &c. articles of high impor- 
tance to our commercial intereſts. It is well 
known that the ambition of France has aimed 
at an extention of empire in theſe regions, 
and it has long been her ſettled and favourite 
ſpeculation, that could ſhe poſſeſs herſelf of 
Florida, with Louifiana at the back of the Britiſb 
ſettlements, and with Canada ever meditating 
ſchemes of encroachment and hoſtility, not only 
the growth of our North- American plantations 
might be effectually ſuppreſſed, but even in time 
a total extirpation of the Exgliſß might be ac- 
compliſhed. An author“ well verſed in matters 
of this nature, after enforcing with his country- 
men a moſt diligent attention to their colonies, 
obſerves that, if they ever loſe Canada and the 
river St. Laurence, Louiſiana will be then to them 
like an appartment in the upper ſtory of the houſe 
without permiſſion to enter at the door, On this 
account we ſind him recommending with great 
warmth, but indeed with more decency than is 
obſerved by our Exgliſb ſtateſmen out of place, 
the care and protection of Canada, which, he 
ſays, is rendered fufticiently reſpectable by its 
furs, its timber, the fiſhery in the gulph of St. 
Lawrence, and the peltry-trade ; but excluſive of 
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theſe conſiderations, he holds it to be the intereſt 
of France never to depart from Canada and Cape- 
Breten, as they are the means of preſerving a 
communication with Lou;fana, which, hemmed in 
as it is from the ſea, will never otherwiſe be able 
to give diſturbance to the Britiſh ſettlements, or 
to be of any confiderable emolument to the 
mother country. Canada and Leuisbeurg once loſt, 
cotinues the French writer, the whole fiſhery upon 
the great bank, and in the gulph of St. Laurence, 
in time muſt follow it; for France without fett- 
lers in that part of the world, will never be able 
to ſupport herſelf againt the ambition of her 
rivals. This is the doctrine of the ableſt French 
writers upon commerce. As far as 1 have had 
an opportunity of conſulting them. They flat- 
tered themſelves that gaining ground in the 
northern ſettlements, and alſo from the mouth 
of the Mi, extending themſelves towards 
Georgia, and Carolina, they ithould ſome time or 


other diſpoileſs us of the whole American 
empire. 


But theſe towering hopes of the enemy are 
now for ever blaſted, and the nobleſt enlargement 
of dominion with the fulleſt ſecurity is yielded to 
us by the preliminary arricles. The attacks of 
the French and Spaniard; upon Georgia and Carelina 
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are ſtill freſh in the minds of men; and the many 
fruitleſs attempts we have made to reduce Fort 
Auguſtine need not here be mentioned. The im- 
portance of that place was well underſtood by 
the commander who firſt projected a reduction 
of it, and happy is the miniſter who has pro- 
cured ſo important a ceſſion, by which Great 
Britain acquires entire dominion in the Gulph of 
Florida. As it has been the ungenerous practice 
of almoſt all our late political writers to dero- 
gate from every thing obtained for us, I ſhal 
not wonder if the command of thoſe ſeas ſhould 
be repreſented ip the moſt deſpicable light. 
But the adverfaries of truth ſhould remember that 
though they ſhould 1ofſe their reaſon, they can- 
not extort from us the uſe of pur own faculties ; 
they cannot make us forget that the Spaniſb 
Neets in their return to Europe all paſs this way, 
and it muſt ſtrike us, that in time of war, Au- 
guſtine may be another Hawvannah to Great Britain, 
and, in time of peace, may prove a very uſeful 
ſactory. 


It has been lamented by many writers upon 
commerce that the Bahama iflands have been too 
much neglected. Perhaps their vicinity to Florida 
was the cauſe of it; but that vicinity may now 
encourage ſettlers to plant and cultivate thoſe 
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iſlands, which may prove an addittion to our 
ſugar land,. if it be true that any addition is. 
wanting. One of thoſe iſlands (I think it is called 
Providence,) was ſome time fince purchaſed by the 
crown and fortified, in order to make it a Nation 
for cruiſers in thoſe ſeas, and it was a place of refuge 
for the ſettlers in the adjacent iſlands, when- 
ever an enemy appproached them. In this ſtate 
of infecurity it is no wonder that the Bahamas 
have not as yet made a figure in the commer- 
cial world; but under the auſpices of a king, 
who while he was procuring glory and ſecurity 
to his dominions, directed his royal cares and the 
wiſdom of his councils to open new veins of 
trade and wealth to excite the induſtry of his 
people, there can be no manner of doubt but, 
in proceſs of time, the places, we have been 
ſpeaking of, will add to the revenue, and ſtand 
frequently recorded ia cur cuſtom-houſe eutrics. 
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(Vide vol. i. . 184, 196.) 


THE 


2. FTC 


NUMBER X1X. 


THURSDAY, September 30, 1792. 


_— 
— 


— 


— HERE may be a great many other 

articles added, eſpecially if Colonel 
Cataline and his gang repair to Stowe in order to 
frame the accuſation. When the bill of impeach- 
ment is ſettled, I think it ſhould not be tried by 
the lords, but rather be moved by Certicrari before 
Sir James Heages, Mr. Beardmere, the Dutch con- 
tractors, and ſtock jobbers, &c. Nor would I 
have Celonel Cataline be a manager of the pro- 
ſecution, but rather turn evidence, for which 
the reader will think him well qualified, when he 
has rcad the following ſhort ſtory, which he may 
depend is authentic. A young gentleman of 12 
years old, who is placed ſor education at Win- 
cbeſtar college, and is ſon to the noble lord in 
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queſtion, being the other day in a bookſeller's 
ſhop at Winchefter, Colonel Cataline entered the 
place, and moſt liberally and manfully accoſted 
the youth in theſe words—*<* Young gentleman, 
«« your father will have his head cut off—Sir /— 
« He will looſe his head in leſs than fix months 
&© For what, Sir | I never heard that he has done 
«© azy thing amiſ;; he has a great many friends, — 
& ſuch as * — *—and ũ *——and ** *-—and the 
«© right honourable George — Ay! He is your 
«« Father's great puppy dog, — but depend upon 
it your father will looſe his head, or the mob 
* ſhall tear him to pieces.” The youth upon 
this burſt into tears with indignation, and 
turning ſhort as he ruſhed out of the ſhop, 
«« you are a ſquinting ſcoundrel,” ſays he, 
for offering to talk to me in this manner.” — 
I have related this ſtory, in order to ſhew of what 
a truly heroic, manly, and liberal mind Colonel 
Cataline is poſſeſſed, and how fit he is to ſwear what 
zbe noble lord will do, ſhould the trial come on. 


7 am, Mr. AuvpiToR, yours, &C. 


Vo, III. f 1 
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(Vide vol. ii. p. 150.) 


THE 


NUMBER XXXVII11. 


TVs DAI, Febuary 8, 1763. 


— HE gorginean maſque (which is the 
third lot), is wholly engroſſed by 
Colonel Catiline. I know ſome people are of opi- 
nion that he does not ſtand in need of any ſuch 
aſſiſtance, and that he is ſufficiently endowed by 
nature; but I never can think that face his own. 
The ſædi occuli that vile caſt of the eye, and 
that entire phiſiognomy can never be natural. 
Beſides mere human impudence would he feeble, 
without a gorginean incru/tation. and ſhrink back 
from the indignant eye of mankind. After being 
kicked and buffetted by a baronet in the north, 
is it poſſible that he ſhould now dare to talk 
of men bravely fincere and fincerely brave, while 
the unattoned marks of infamy are ſtill glowing 
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and tingling on his ſhoulders, if he were not 
wrapped in more than tenfold braſs? Could a 
bare face endure the obſervant looks of that very 
aſſembly, to which he reſorts for no other pur- 
"poſe, but to mark out one of them ſor his ſcurri- 
lity on the Saturday following ? But of the Co- 
lonel 1 ſhall ſay no more at preſent, being deter- 
mined to devote an entire paper to ſo extraor- 
dinary a character. 


N. B. This was the LasT number of the Aubirox. 


— ogy ——— 14G Gee. _— - ts oe 2 
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(Vide vol. ii. p. 86, 87.) 


The Judgment and Decree of the Univerſity of 
OxrorD, paſſed in the Convocation, Fuly 21, 
1683, againſt certain pernicious Books, and 
damnable Doctrines, dectructive to the ſacred 
Perſons of Princes, their States and Govern- 
ment, and of all human Society. 


66 LTOUGH the barbarous aſſaſſination 
0 lately enterprized againſt the perſon of 
«* his ſacred majeſty and his royal brother, en- 
„gage all our thoughts to reflect with the ut- 
«© moſt deteſtation and abhorrence on that exccra- 
<< ble villainy, hateful to God and man, and pay 
% our due acknowledgements to the divine provi- 
«« dence, which by extraordinary methods brought 
<< it to paſs, that the breath of our noſtrils, the 
„ anointed of the lord, is not taken in the pit 
«© which was prepared for him; and that under 
« his ſhadow we continue to live, and enjoy the 
4 bleſſings of his government; yet notwith- 
« ſtanding, we find it to be a neceſſary duty at 
„this time to ſearch into, and lay open thoſe 
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« impious doctrines, which having of late been 
« ſtudiouſly diſſeminated, gave riſe and growth to 
* theſe nefarious attempts ; and paſs upon them 


our ſolemn publick cenſure, and decree of con- 
„ demnation. 


«© Therefore, to the honour of the holy and un- 
« divided trinity, the preſervation of catholick 
truth in the church, and that the king's majeſty 
may be ſecured both from the attempts of open 
* bloody enemies, and machinations of treacher- 
„ ous hereticks and ſchiſmaticks: We the vice 
* chancellor, doctor, proctors, and maſters, re- 
«« gent and non regent, met in convocation, in 
„the accuſtomed manner, time, and place, on 
Saturday the one and twentieth day of Zuly, in 
„ the year 1683, concerning certain propofitions 
„contained in divers books and writings, pub- 
„ liſhed in the Exgliſb, and alſo the Latin tongues, 
„ repugnant to the holy ſcriptures, decrees of 
„ councils, writings of the fathers, the faith and 
5 profeſſion of the primitive church, and alſo de- 
*« ſtruftive of the kingly government, and ſafety 
« of his majeſty's perſon, the publick peace, the 
* laws of nature, and bonds of human ſociety ; 
« by our unanimous aſſent and conſent, have de 


* creed, and termincd in manner and form fol- 
% lowing. 
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« J. All civil authority is derived originally 
from the people. 


II. There is a mutual compact, tacit or ex- 
<< preſs, between a prince and his ſubjects; and 
« that if he perform not his duty, they are diſ- 
<< charged from theirs. 


III. That if lawful governours become ty- 
<< rants, or govern otherwiſe than by the laws 
« of God and man they ought to do, they forfeit 
the right they had unto their government. Lex 
« rex. Buchan. de jure regni. Vindiciæ contra 
<< tyrannos. Bellarum. de confiliis, de pontifice. 
«* Milton. Goodwin. Baxt. A. C. 


IV. The fovereignity of Exgland is in the 
* three eſtates, v. king, lords, and commons. 
The king has but a co-ordinate power, and 
may be over-ruled by the other two. Lex rex. 
Hunton. Of a limited and mixed monarchy. 
* Baxter's H. C. Pllit. Catechi/. 


„V. Birth-right and proximity of blood give 
no title to rule or government; and it is lawful 
to preclude the next heir from his right and 
«* faccetion to the crown. Lex rex. Huut's 
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* poſtſcript. Delemar's hiftory of ſucceſſion. * 
ian the apoſtate. Mene Teel. 


« VI. It is lawful for ſubjects, without the 
« conſent and againſt the command of the ſu- 
«« preme magiſtrate, to enter into leagues, cove - 
„ nants and aſſociations, for defence of them- 
* ſelves and their religion. Solemn league and 
% covenant. Late aſſociation. 


« VII. Self-preſervation is the fundamental 
* law of nature, and ſuperſedes the obligation of 
all others, whenſoever they ſtand in competi- 
« tion with it. Hobbes, de cive; leviathan. 


« VIII. The doctrine of the goſpel, concern- 
« ing patient ſuffering of injuries, is not incon- 
« ſiſtent with violent reſiſting of the higher 
«« powers, in caſe of perſecution for religion. 
„Lex rex. Julian the apoſtate. Apoleget. relat. 


« IX. There lies no obligation upon chriſli- 
*« ans to paſſive obedience, when the prince com- 
„ mands any thing againſt the laws of our coun- 
e try; and the primitive chriſtians choſe rather 
* to die than refiſt, becauſe chriſtianity was not 
< ſettled by the laws of the empire. Julian 
„the apoſtate. 
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% X. Poffefſion and ſtrength give a right to go- 


« yern; and ſucceſs in a cauſe or enterprize, pro- 
« claims it to be lawful and juſt : To purſue it 1s 
„to comply with the will of God, becauſe it is to 
follow / the conduct of his providence. Hobbes. 
Oe ſermon before the regicides. Jan. 31. 
„ 1648. Baxter. TJenkins's petition, Octob. 
«© 1051. | 


«« XI. In the ſtate of nature there is no dif- 
« ference between good and evil, right and wrong: 
« the ſtate of nature is a ftate of war, in which 
every man hath a right to all things. 


„XII. The foundation of civil authority is 
« this natural right, which is not given but left 
to the ſupreme magiſtrate, upon men's enter- 
ing into ſocicties: And not only a foreign inva- 
der, but a domeſtic rebel, put himſelf again 
«« into a ſtate of nature, to be proceeded againſt, 
not as a ſubject, but an enemy; and conſe- 
*« quently acquires by his rebellion the ſame right 
over the life of his prince, as the prince for the 
„ moſt heinous crimes has over the life of his 
* own ſubjects. 


XIII. Every man, after his entering into a 
* ſociety, retains a right of defending himſelf 
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+ againſt force; and cannot transfer that right to 
© the commonwealth, when he conſents to that 
* union whereby a commonwealth 1s made: And in 
<< caſe a great many men together have already 
s reſiſted the commonwealth, for which every one 
of them expected death, they have liberty then 
&< to join together to aſſiſt and defend one another: 
4% Their bearing of arms, ſubſequent to the firft 
« breach of their duty, though it be to maintain 
«« what they have done, is no new unjuſt act; 
4% and if it be only to defend their perſons, it is 
* not unjuſt at all. 


« XIV. An oath ſuperadds no obligation to 
* pacts, and a pact obliges no further than it is 
« credited, and conſequently if a prince gives 
„any indication, that he does not believe the 
«« promiſes of fealty and allegiance made by 
any of his ſubjeQs, they are thereby freed from 
their ſubjection; and notwithſtanding their 
% pats and oaths, may lawfully rebel againſt, 
* and deſtroy their ſovereign. Hobbes de civ. 
« leviathan. ; 


«© XV. If a people, that by oath and duty are 
* obliged to a ſovereign, ſhall ſinfully diſpoſſeſs 
„him, and, contrary to their covenants, chuſe 
and covenant with another; they may be 

Vor. III, K 
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* obliged by their latter covenants, notwithſtand- 
ing their former. Barter s H. C. 


« XVI. All oaths are unlawful, and contrary 
** to the word of God. Qua lters. 


% XVII. An oath obligeth not in the ſenſe of 
* the impoſers, but the takers. Sheriff's caſe. 


„XVIII. Dominion is founded in grace. 


% XIX. The powers of this world are uſut- 
«« pations upon the prerogative of Jeſus Chriſt ; 
and it is the duty of God's people to deftroy 
them, in order to the ſetting Chriſt upon his 
* throne, Fifith monarchy men. 


XX. The Pre:byterian government is the 
<< ſceptre of Chriſt's kingdom, to which kings as 
„well as others are bound to ſubmit, and the 
„ king's ſupremacy in eccleſiaſtical affairs, aſſerted 
„by the Church of Exgland, is injurious to Chriſt, 
« the ſole king and head of the church. Altare 
% Damaſcenum. Apologet. relat. hiſt. of indul- 
«« gencies. Cartwright. Travers. 
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<< XXL. It is not lawful for ſuperiors to impoſe 
% any thing in the worſhip of God that is not 
4 antecedently neceſſary. 


« XXII. The duty of not offending a weak 


ce brother, is inconſiſtent with all human autho- 
« rity of making laws concerning indifferent 
4% things. Proteſtant reconciler. 


« XXIII. Wicked kings and tyrants ought to 
© be put to death; and if the judges and in- 
« ferior magiſtrates will not do their office, the 
« power of the ſword devolves to the people : 
„If the major part of the people refuſe to exer- 
« ciſe this power, then the miniſters may excom- 
«© municate ſuch a king: after which it is lawful 
« for any of his ſubjets to kill him, as the 
« people did Atbaliab; and Jebu, Feſabel. Bu- 
© chax. Knot. Goodman. Gilby. Teſuits. 


« XXIV. After the ſealing of the ſcripture 
% canon, the people of God, in all ages, are 
to expect new revelations for a rule of their 
actions; and it is lawful for a private man, 
having an inward motion from God, to kill a 
« tyrant. Yuakers, and other enthuſiaſts. Good- 


4% man. 


K 2 


N ww” Worry Webuws -- 
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« XXY. The example of Phineas, is to us in- 
«< ſtead of a command: For what God hath com- 
% manded or approved in one age, muſt needs 
«* oblige in all. Goodman. Knox. Napthali. 


« XXVI. King Charles I. was lawfully put to 
«© death; and his murderer's were the bleſſed in- 
«« ſtruments of God's glory in their generations. 
« Milten. Goodwin. Owen. 


« XXVIL. King Charles the firſt made war 
upon his parliament: and in fuch a caſe, the 
« king may not only be refiſted, but he ceaſeth 
* to be king. Baxter. 

« We decree, judge, and declare, all and every 
* of theſe propoſitions to be falſe, ſeditious, and 
«« impious; and molt of them to be alſo heretical 
« and blaſphemous; infamous to the chriſtian 
« religion, and deſſructive of all government in 
„ church and ſtate. 


« We further decree, that the books which 
contain the aforeſaid propoſitions, and impious 
«« doArines, are fitted to deprave good manners, 
corrupt the minds of uneaſy men, ftir up ſedi- 
tions and tumults, overthrow ftates and king- 
% doms, and lead to rebellion, murder cf princes, 
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and atheiſm itſelf. And therefore we interdict all 
members of the univerſity from the reading of 
the ſaid books, under the penalties in the ſta- 
** tates expreſſed. We alſo order the before recited 
books to be publickly burnt by the hand of 
** our marſhal, in the court of our ſchools. 


„ Likewiſe we order, that in perpetual me- 
1% mory hereof, theſe our decrees ſhall be entered 
into the regiſtry of our convocation ; and that 
copies of them being communicated to the 
* ſeveral colleges and halls within this univerfity, 
*© they be there publickly affixed in the libraries, 
s refeQtories, or other fit places where they may 
© be ſeen and read of all. 


« Laſtly, We command, and ſtrictly enjoin 
« all and fingular the readers, tutors, catechiſts, 
„ and others, to whom the care and truſt of ini- 
* {ating youth is committed, that they diligemly 
* inſtruct and ground their ſcholars inakat moſt 
s neceflary doctrine, which, in a manner, is the 
„ badge and character of the church of EAgland, 
* of ſubmitting to every ordinance of man, for 
* the Lord's ſake; whether it be to the king as 
* ſupreme; or unto governors, as unto them that 
« are ſent by him, for the puniſhment of evil 
ders, and for the praiſe of them that do well. 
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Teaching that this ſubmiſhon and obedience js 
< to be clear, abſolute, and without any excep- 
4 tion of any ſtate or order of men: Alfo, that 
ac they, according to the apoſtle's precept, ex- 
hort, that firſt of all, ſupplications, prayers, 
4 interceſſions, and giving of thanks, be made 
« for all men; for the king, and all that are in 
authority, and that we may lead a quiet and 
< and 2 peaceable life, in all godlineſs and ho- 
1 neſty, for this is good and acceptable in the 
«« fight of God our ſaviour. And in ſpecial man- 
«« ner, that they preſs and oblige them, humbly 
to offer their moſt ardent and daily prayers at 
«« the throne of grace, for the preſervation of 
4 our Sovereign Lord King Charks, from the 
«« attempts of open violence, and ſecret machi- 
1% nations of perfidious traitors ; that the defender 
of the faith, being ſafe under the defence of 
the moſt high, may continue his reign on earth, 
till he exchange it for that of a late and happy 
44 immortality,” 


* 
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The humble Addreſs and Recognition of the 
Univerſity of Oxy ond, preſented to his Sacred 
Majeſty, 


14A Mns 


King of Encriand, Scor tax, Francs, and 
IRELAND, Defender of the Faith, &c. Ac- 
cording to an Act of Convocation bearing 
Date, Feb. 21, in the Year 1685. 


OXFORD. Printed at the Theatre, 168;- 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 

E your majeſties moſt dutiful and loyal 
ſubjects, your Univerſity of Oxrox , do 
here proſtrate ourſelves at your royal feet, to 
preſent with all humility this public teſtimony 
of our unfeigned ſorrow for the demiſe of our 
late dread fovereign of bleſſed memory, and 
withal from the bottom of our hearts to adore, and 
magnify the providence of our good God, by 
whom kings reign, who out of his unſpeakable 
mercy to this church and ſtate, has preſerved 
your ſacred majeſty in the government of theſe 
kingdoms. 


— 
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And as we can never ſwerve from the principles 
of our inſtitution in this place, and our religion 
by law eftabliſht in the church of England, which 
indiſpenſably bind us to bear all faith and true 
obedience to our ſovereign without any reftric- 
tions or limitations; ſo we cannot but moſt 
thankfully acknowledge that further obligation 
your majeſty has laid upon us by your royal 
aſſurance to defend that religron, which to the 
joy of all our hearts you have vouchfafed to give 
us in your late moſt gracious declaration. 


Wherefore out of a deep and hearty ſenſe of 
our bounden duty, as alſo of your majeſties 
moſt princely grace, and tenderneſs to your 
people; we preſume to aſſure your majeſty, 
that no conſideration whatſoever, ſhall be able 
to ſhake that ſteadfaſt loyalty and allegiance, 
which in the days of your bleſſed father that 
glorious martyr, and in the late times of difcri- 
mination, ſtood here firm and unalterable to your 
royal brother and yourſclf, under the ſharpeſt 
tryals: and that we ſhall conſtantly (by Gods 
aſſiſtance) with our utmoſt zeal and fidelity im- 
prove all thoſe advantages, wherewith God and 
your majeſty have entruſted us in this ancient 
nurſery of lcarr.ing; to promote the quiet, 
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happineſs, and ſecurity of your majeſties reign 


And finally we ſhall never fail to be earneſt 
follicitors at the throne of grace, that it would 
pleaſe Almighty God; who of his infinite good- 
neſs hath ſetled you in peace upon the throne of 
your royal anceftors ; to be henceforth and forever . 
the defence and ſhield of his anointed, to protect 
your perſon; and prolong your days: and when 
you ſhall have finifht your courſe upon earth in 
peace, and honour; to tranſlate you from one 
erown to another, to a never failing crown of 


glory in his everlaſting kingdom. 
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(Vide vol. ü. p. 199.) 


Exira#t from an AFFIDAVIT, examined by 
tte Office Copy. 


\ ND this deponent Peregrize Cuſt for 
_ tended to and conſidered the following para- 
graph or parts of the ſaid annexed paper, A, 
called the North Briton beginning at the 28th 
line of the third page thereof (folio 249) and 
from thence to. the word friends, in the fourth 
line of the following page fo. 250, and which 
is or are expreſſed in the words and figures 
or to the effect following that is to ſay © Let 
« us now conſider another ſtriking inſtance 
of the total diſregard of economy : I mean 
«« the preſent loan of 3,500,000/. The terms of 
« the new ſubſcription have been fo injurious 
« to the public but ſo beneficial to the ſub- 
«« ſcribers, that is, to the creatures of the mi- 
, niſter that there was immediately an advance 
of ſeven per cent and in a very few days of 
* above eleven per cent: I ſhall, however, only 
< ſtate it at the even round ſum of Ten per 
cent that I may not puzzle the chancellor 


A 
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* of the Exchequer The whole loan amounted 
© to 3, 500, cool; conſequently in the period of 
« a very few days the miniſter gave among his 
creatures and the tools of his power 350,000, 


*« which was levied on the public: the moſt enor- 
© mous ſum ever divided in ſo ſhorta time among 
« any fet of men. A few of their names I will 
«© mention to ſhew in what eſtimation they are 
« held by the public Meſſieurs Touchet Glower 
«© Cuſt (brother to the able and impartial ſpeaker) 
% Amyand Maygens Salvador Colebrooke Thorn- 
ton and Muilman had each 200,000, of the 
« new ſubſcription and of courſe almoſt imme- 
« diately cleared 20,0001, each which they have 
«or have not ſhared among their friends” And 
this deponent further faith that he hath alſo 
read over and conſidered the fimilar paragraphs 
or parts of the ſaid reprinted copy of the ſaid 
paper called the North Briton as the ſame ap- 
peared to be expreſſed in the faid reprinted copy 
of the ſame in the ſaid annexed book called 
the Political Controverſy as the ſame are therein 
ſet forth beginning at the twelfth line of the 
page or folio in the ſaid book marked 377 at 
the like words Let us now confider”” and end- 
ing at the word friends” in the fixth line of 
the page following or folio marked 378 of the 
ſame book And this deponenr ſaith that he doth 
L 2 
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_ apprehend and think himſelf projudiced and injured in 
bis charafer ana credit in his buſineſs as a merchant 
of the city of Londen by the aſperſions and infinu- 
ations contained in the ſaid ſeveral 
parts or paragraphs before mentioned and ſpeci - 
fied of the ſaid paper called the North Rritox and 
the reprinted copy thereof in the ſaid book called 
the Political Controverſy ſo far as the ſame da 
reſpectively mention, and relate to the perſon in 
the ſaid paper and reprinted copy reſpectively 
mentioned by the name of Cuff and that the ſaid 
papers reſpectively do contain in the opinion and 
belief of this deponent very groſs defamatory and 
malevolent as well as falſe and unjuſt inſinua · 
tions and aſperſions on the honour character and 
repulation of this deponent and this deponent ſaith 
he is the more fully convinced that this depo- 
pent was and is the perſon meant and intended 
by the name of Cuff incerted in the faid ſeveral 
ton and the ſaid reprinted copy thereof for that 
in or about the months of Auguſt and September 
laſt it being generally underſtood that a loan of 
money would be wanted for the ſervice of the 
public and ſupport of his Majeſty's government 
in the ſucceeding year 1763 and it being then 
uncertain what ſum would be wanting (on ac- 
eat of the yacertainty at bat time wherbes 
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the war would continue or not) and it being 
alſo aprehended that a much larger loan would be 
wanted by the government than afterwards was 
found neceſſary and it being ſuppoſed that eight 


millions at leaſt would be wanted for the ſaid 
ſervice and this deponent being deſirous of con- 
tributing ſo far as he could to the ſervice of the 
public by procuring among his friends and ac- 
quaintance part of the money which might be 
wanted for the ſaid loan for the ſervice of the 
government whether there ſhould be a continu- 
ation of the war or not this deponent therefore 
declared to and gave out among his accquaintance 
that he intended to offer a liſt of ſubſcriptions to 
the lords commiſſioners of his Majeſty's Treaſury 
on account of the ſaid loan to the amount of one 
million or thereabouts and thereupon this depo- 
pent received from many perſons as well thoſe 
of his acquaintance as many others, who this de- 
ponent knew only by reputation and character 
as reſponſible perſons letters offering the ſums 
which they were reſpectively willing to ſubſcribe 
and which they defired to be included in this 
deponent's liſt and this deponent did accord- 
ingly inſert in his faid liſt indiſcriminately the 
names of all the perſons who ſo defired to become 
ſubſcribers in this deponent's ſaid liſt (they being 
all perſons who in this deponent's judgment were 
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able and reſponſible perſons) and the reſpective 
ſums which they ſeverally defired to have in- 
certed and were defirous of ſubſcribing were 
accordingly incetted in their reſpectĩve names in 
the faid liſt and no perſon who deſired to have 
any part of the ſaid ſubſcription was omitted or 
left out of this deponent's ſaid lift in regard 
this deponent looked on the faid loan in the 
nature of a public ſubſcription and as what 
was likely to be a real ſervice and benefit to the 
public and this deponent ſaith that in or about 
the month of January laſt and long before the 
terms of the faid loan were known and before it 
could be poſſibly known whether the terms thereof 
auvould prove advantageous to the ſubſcribers or not 
this deponent delivered in his faid lift for the 
conſideration of the lords commiſhoners of the 
treaſury and that in the ſaid liſt fo delivered in 
amounting to one million and twenty-four thou- 
ſand pounds or thereabouts were included the 
names of all and every perſon who had wrote 
to this deponent deſiring to be included in 
thts deponent's liſt with the fams by them de- 
ſired to be ſubſcribed whether they were of this 
deponent's acquaintance or ſtrangers (as many 
of them in fact were to this deponent, except by 
character as to their abilityes) in order to their 
being eventually admitted as ſharers of the ſaid 
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loan And this deponent faith that above four- 
fifths of the ſum of two hundred thouſand pounds 
being the ſum allowed to this deponent on ac- 
count of the ſaid liſt ſo delivered in and offered 
to be ſubſcribed by this deponent as aforeſaid 
was divided among the ſeveral perſons who had 
made ſuch applications to this deponent as afore- 
ſaid and in which this deponent had no intereſt, 
or ſhare or profit whatſoever and that there was 
not any one perſon who had wrote to this depo- 
nent to be in this deponent's liſt who had leſs than 
one fifth of the ſum which he fo wrote for except 
only one perſon who had wrote to ſubſcribe twelve 
thouſand pounds and had two thouſand pounds 
only of the loan to make it an even ſum and this 
deponent faith that the aſſertions contained in the 
ſaid two printed papers herein before-mentioned 
and deſcribed that is to fay in the ſaid paper 
called the North Briton that a ſum of three 
hundred and fifty thouſand pounds and in the 
ſaid book called the Political Controver/y that the 
ſum of fifty thouſand pounds was given in ſuch 
manner as in the ſaid papers mentioned which 
was levied upon the public, is according to this 
deponent's judgment and beſt of his belief a 
falſe and unjuſt miſrepreſentation inaſmuch as it 
was in this deponent's opinion and judgment 
encertain at the time of this deponent's delivering in 
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his faid lift as aforeſaid æuberber the agreement fav 
the public han would or wvould nor be attended 
with benefit to the ſubſcribers and there was not in 
Subſcribers to the ſame would derive any large con- 
fiderable or unreaſonable benefit from it nor was 
the agreement itſelf in this deponent”s opinion unfair 
or inequitable or inadequate to the riſt run. | 
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A FRAGMENT, 


which, it is ſaid, was found in the pocket of one of 

the printers, who were apprehended by the King's 
Meſſengers, ſuppoſed to have been intended for 
Number 46 of the 


NORTH BRITON, 


To be publiſhed on the following Saturday, April 
zoth. 1763. 


Was it not enough that ye mocked Men, but mul ye mock 
the Lord alſo ? Binr x. 


= — 


T is a very melancholy conſideration, which 
muſt fill every ſerious mind with the deepeſt 
concern and horror, that RELIGION is now 
made a political ftate-engine, to ſerve the vileſt 
and moſt imfamous purpoſes of an abandoned 
miniſter, or of a wicked and corrupt adminiſtra- 
tion. Not only every good man muſt be ſhocked 
to ſee what is in its nature /acred, thus proſti- 
tuted to the ſhameful ends of faction and party, 
Vor. III. M 
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but every decent man muſt be alarmed at © 
public a contempt and violation of that reſpe& 
which is generally paid, even by the profligate 
and abandoned, to the ſentiments of the ſober 
and thinking part of the community. 'The 
religious man will go a ſtep further: he will 
conſider a proceeding of this kind, as an impious 
mockery of heaven, and ſhudder at the dread 


of the fatal conſequences he muſt apprehend 
from it. 


I am led into theſe reflections by the Form of 
Prayer and Thankſgiving to Almighty God, for 
putting an end to the late bloody and expenſive war, 
by the concluſion of a juſt and honourable Pract. 
I look upon this to be a moſt daring inſult on 
the common ſenſe of mankind, and not only 
an outrage to the public, but a ſolemn mockery 
of the Divine Being. Are we by a miniſterial 
mandate, to thank God that the Scot has ſacri- 
ficed our moſt important conqueſts to the inve- 
terate enemies of our religion and liberties ? 
Is the Engliſp nation to acknowledge the good- 
neſs of the Almighty, becauſe, according to the 
regular diſpenſations of his providence, he has 
only ſuffered a wicked and incapable miniſter 
to conclude a Peace, ſo inadequate to the great 
ſucceſs with which the Divine Being crown'd 
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vur juſt cauſe, ſo inglorious to the nation, fo 
treacherous to our allies? a Peace too for which 
all Europe expects to ſee him call'd to a very 
ſevere account ? Should we not rather conclude, 
that the late Peace was given us by God in his 
wrath; and ought we not in conſequence to 
humble ourſelves before him, and to deprecate the 
other puniſhments, which ſeem to be coming 
very faſt, as well as very weighty and grievous 
upon us. The Exciſe was plainly given in the 
juſt indignation of heaven againſt us, and the 
ſevereſt marks of vengeance will certainly be 
felt this year, though, I hope, our virtue will 
redeem us from ſo ignominious a bondage in 
the next. 


I ſuſpect that we have copied this new ſpecies 
of wickedneſs, the inſulting the divine majeſty 
of heaven, from the worſt of our neighbours, the 
French. They, almoſt regularly after a fignal 
defeat, fling Te Deum, with the preateſt 
pomp, and by a thouſand inſolent ſongs of tri- 
umph endeavour to impoſe on the fond credu- 
lity of the people. That perfidious nation has 
never ſcrupled the defying God, to ſecure any 
temporary advantages; and their moſt ſolemn acts 
of devotion have plainly appeared to have been 
eajoined only to ſerve the artful purpoſes of the 

M 2 
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ſtate. Is this the nation, which is to be propoſed 
for our pattern? and are the Exgliſß to become 
what the Scots were for a long time, the pro- 
feſſed admirers and imitators of the moſt atro- 
cious frauds and perjuries of their old friends 
and allies, the French } Theſe two nations have 
generally acted like the ſame ſubjects of one 
natural King, as Clarendon expreſſes it on occa- 
fion of the letter, which Lord Loudon, and others 
of the Scottiſh nobility, wrote to the French 
king, to aft his protectian, and to put him in mind 
of the dependence the kingdom (SCOTLAND) for- 
merly had upon that crown (of FRANCE.) The 
letter too was directed in the ſlyle of ſubjects 
to their own ſovereign, au Roy. Such imita- 
tions of foreign manners will, I hope, be confined 


to the Scots, and never be followed by the Eng- 


lip. I bluſhed when I read the late falſe and 
extravagant compliments of the Duke Ni vernois, 
and our unmanly returns. The violent profeſ- 
fions of friendſhip made by France to this country, 
are not only ſurfeiting and ſuſpicious, but very 
alarming, and I believe deſigned to cover ſome 
deep treachery. The great Duke of Marlberough, 
in a letter to Cucen Arun, ſays, It is net my opinion 
only, but the opinion of all mankind, that the ſriend- 
ſhip of France muſt needs be diſtrud ie to your 
MaJjzsTY, there beirg in that court @ roct of enmity 
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irreconcilable to your MajzsTY's government, and 
the religion of theſe kingdoms. 


Regoicings ſhould on this occaſion be left to our 
enemies, and the greateſt preparations are accord- 
ingly making by France and Spain to celebrate a 
Peace, by which they have recovered thoſe im- 
portant conqueſts, for which ſo much blood and 
treaſure has been laviſhed—only for a miniſter to 
fignalize his incapacity and treachery. But are 
WE to rejoice, and to join together in thank/ſgiv- 
ing, for a Peace, by which France recovers Guade- 
lupe, Mariezalante, Defirade, Martinique, St. Peter, 
Miquelon, Pondicherry, all her ſettlements in the 
Eaſft-Indies, Gorte, Belleiſſe, &c, her moſt valua- 
ble fiſheries, &c. and the antient diſturber of the 
tranquillity of mankind, is again put in a capacity 
of endangering the liberties of Zuroje * Are WE 
ſolemnly to mock God by our rejoicing, that our 
miniſter has made a ſcandalous exchange of the 
Hawannah, ſo important in itſelf, and which left 
all the ſettlements of Spain in the new world at 
our mercy, only for the wretched Florida ? 


I always feel the trueſt rapture, when I ſee the moſt 
excellent prince in Europe, the delight of his people, 
appearing in public to ſubjects, who build their 
pwn happineſs on that of their amiable monarch. 


— 
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Yet I own, I hope my ſovereign will not go on 
Thurſday in ſolemn proceſſion to Sz. Paul's, be- 
cauſe I fear the cenſure of the malicious and ill- 
intentioned. I believe the city of Londen, fo 
juſtly renowned for the high ſpirit of liberty, 
tempered with the firmeſt loyalty to their 


princes, was not gratified with the preſence of 


their beloved king, either after the taking of 
Martinigue, Pondicherry, or. the Havannah. If 
gratitude to heaven in all theſe great events 
was ſhewn by our pious prince rather in private 
devotion than in any ſolemn, public act, I ſhould 
hope (if I may be allowed to form a wiſh 
on this great occaſion) that the humiliating 
circumſtance of giving up ſo many and impor- 
tant conqueſts, was not to be attended with 
parade or oftentation ; for, I confeſs, I fear the 
ill-humour, which is too viſible in the body of 
the pcople, enraged by an ignominious Peace, 
and the late attack on their liberties, by en- 
larging the dominion of that accurſed fiend, 
the Excise. I hope, therefore, that on the 
day of Thankſgiving for the Peace, his majeity 
will only go to Chapel, and that all bloody iron 
ſwords being now ſheathed and laid aſide, the 
peaceful wooden ſword of ſtate will be carried 
by that excellent Peace-Officer, lord George 
Sackwille. 
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(Vide vol. i. N“ 5.) 
The Dedication, prefixed to the 
Fall of Mor TIMER: 
A N 


HISTORICAL PLAY. 


——— 


Forbad my tongue to ſocul of Mortimer; 
But I will find him when be lies aſlecp, 
And in bis car ll Hella Mortimer! 
Nay I will have a ftarling taught to ſpeak 
Nothing but Mortimer, and give it him, 
To keep his anger ſiill in mation. 


SHAKESPEARE. 
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TO THE 


RIGHT HONOURABLE 


JOHN Ea of BUT E, 


Chancellor of the Univerſity of Anzzzpzen in 
ScoTLAND, firſt Commiſſioner of the Txza- 
SURY in EnGLanD, one of the fixteen Re- 
preſentatives of the Peers of ScorTLanD, one 
of his MajzsTY's moſt honourable PRI 
Covuncit, and KnicauT of the moſt noble 
EncLisx Order of the GanTzs. 


My Lon p, 


ANY and various motives have concurred 
to give a peculiar propriety to the fond 
wiſh] had formed of making this humble offering 
to the ſhrine of Burg. TI have felt an honeſt in- 
neten at all the invidious and ens appli- 
Vor. III. N 
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cations of the ſtory of Roczn MorTimMEs. I 
abſolutely diſclaim the moſt diſtant allufion, and 
I purpoſely dedicate this Play to your Lordſhip, | 
becauſe hiſtory does not furniſh a more ſtriking 
contraſt, than there is between the two miniſters 
in the reigns of Edward the Third, and of 
George the Third, The former prince was held 
in the moſt abſolute ſlavery by his mother and her 
miniſter, the firſt nobles of England were excluded 
from the king's councils, and the minion diſ- 
poſed of all places of profit and truſt. The 
king's uncles did not retain the ſhadow of 
power and authority, but were treated with inſult, 
and the whole royal family was not only depreſſed, 
but forced to depend upon the caprice of an 
infolent favourite. The young king had been 
victorious over the Scots, who were in that reign 
our cruel enemies, though happily in hi, our 
deareſt friends. On every favourable opportunity, 
either by the diſtractions in the public councils 
during a minority, or by the abſence of the na- 
tional troops, they had ravaged England with 
fire and ſword. Edward might have compelled 
them to accept of any terms, but Rog Mon- 
TIMER, from perſonal motives of his own power 
and ambition, haſtily concluded an ignominious 
peace, by which he ſacrificed all the glories of a 
ſucceſsful war. With the higheſt rapture I now 
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look back to that diſgraceful æra, and I exult 
when J compare it with the halcyon days of Georg 
the Third. This excellent prince is held in no 
kind of captivity. All his nobles have free acceſs 
to him. The throne is not now befieged. Court 
favour, not confined to one partial ſtream, flows 
in a variety of different channels, enriching hi- 
whole country. There is now the moſt perſect 
union among all the branches of the royal family. 
No court minion now finds it neceſſary for the 
preſervation of his own omnipotence, by the 
vileſt infinuations to divide either the royal, 
or any noble families. The king's uncle is 
now treated with that mark'd diſtinction which 
his ſingular merit is entitled to, both from the 
nation, and the throne, eſtabliſhed by his valour 
in extinguiſhing a foul rebellion, which burſt 
upon us from its native North, and almoſt over- 
ſpread the land. Our ſovereign is conſcious that 
he owes more to our great deliverer than any 
prince in Europe owes to any ſubjet; and he 
ſets a noble example of gratitude to princes, que 
les rois, ces illuftres ingrats, font aſiex malheureux 
four ne connoitre pas. No favourite now has 
trampled upon the moſt reſpectable of the Engliþ 
nobility, and driven them from their ſovereign's 
councils. No diſcord now rages in the kingdom, 
dut every tongue bleſſes the miniſter wko has 
| N 2 
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in ſo many ways endeared himſelf no leſs to 
the nobility than to the whole body of the 
butim. To compleat the contraſt, we have now 
an advantageous, a glorious peace, fully adequate 
to all the /ucceſſes, to all the glories of the 


The internal policy of this kingdom is equally 
to be admired. Our gracious ſovereign mature- 
ly examines all matters of national importance, 
and no unfair or partial repreſentation of any 
buſineſs, or of any of his ſubjects, is ſuffered to 
be made to him, nor can any character be aſſaſ- 
finated in the dark, by an unconſtitutional 
Prime miniſter. He regularly, by your advice, 
attends every private council of real moment, and 
nothing is there ſubmitted to the arbitrary deci- 
fion of one mas. This happy ſtate of things we 
owe to your lordſhip's znexampled care of his 
majeſty's youth. The great promiſe you made 
us, that we ſhould frequently ſee our ſovereign, 
ſiding in perſon at the Britiſb treaſury, has been 
fulfilled to the advantage and glory of theſe 
times, and to the perfeRting of that ſcheme of 
&conomyo earneſtly recommended from the throne, 
Þo 4h, carried into execution by pour/{f, and 
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YOUR chancellor of the excheguer, as well as ſo minutely 
by the lord ſteward of the houſhold. Your whole 
council of ſtate too, is compoſed of men of the 
firſt abilities; the Duke of Bedford, the Earls of 
Halifax, Egremont, and Gower ; the Lords Henley, 
Mansfield, and Ligonier; Mr. George Grenwville, 
and Mr. Fox. The buſineſs of this great em- 
pire is not however entirely truſted to them : the 
moſt arduous and complicate parts are not only 
digeſted and prepared, but finally reviſed and 
ſettled, by Gilbert Elliat, Alexander Wedderburn, 
Eſqrs; Sir Henry Erſkine, Bart. and the Home. 


Another reaſon why I chuſe your Lordſhip 
for the ſubje& of this dedication, 15 that you are 
ſaid, by former dedicators, to cultivate with ſuc- 
ceſs the polite arts, They ought to have gone 
further, and to have ſhewn how liberally you 
are pleaſed to reward all men of genius. Mallach 
and the Ham have been nobly provided for. 
Let Churchill or Armfirong write like them, your 
lordſhip's claffical taſte will reliſh their works, 
and patronize the authors. You amy lord, 
are ſaid to be not only a Patron, but a Fudge, 
and Mallach adds, that he wiſhes for the 
honor of our country, that this praiſe were not, 
** almoſt excluſively, your own,” I wiſh too, for 
the honor of my country, and to preſerve your 
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Jordſhip from the contagion of a malignant envy, 
that you would not again give permifion to a 
Scortiſb ſcribler to ſacrifice almoſt the whole body 
of aur nobility and gentry to his itch of panegy- 
rick on you, of pay from you; and 1 ſub- 
mit, whether a future inconvenience may not 
refalt from ſo remarkable an inſtance how certain 
and ſpeedy the way to obtain the /aft is, by 
means of the ff. 


The progreſs, my Lord, which almoſt all the 
ſciences have made in England, has become the 
jealouſy of Europe. Under your auſpices Botany 
and Tragedy have reached the utmoſt height of 
perfection. Not only the Syſfem of Poxver, but 
the Vegerable Syſtem has been compleated by the 
joint labours of your lordſhip, and the great 
Doctor Hi. Tragedy under Malloch and the 
Home has here rivalled the Greet model, and uni- 
ted the different merits of the great moderns. 
The fire of Shakeſp:are, and the correctneſs of 
KRactne, have met in your two countrymen. One 
other exotic too I muſt not forget Arthur Mur- 
fy, Gent. He has the additional merit of a#- 
ing no leſs than of evriting, fo as to touch in the 
moſt exquifite manner all the fine feelings of 
tne human frame. I have ſcarcely ever felt my- 
jelf. more forcibly affected, than. by this poor 
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neglected player, except a few years ago at the 
Ducheſs of Qucensberry's, where your lordſhip fo 
frequently exhibited. In one part, which was re- 
markably humane and amiable, you were ſo great, 
that the general exclamation was, here you did zct 
act. In another part you were no leſs perfect. 
I mean in the famous ſcene of Hauler, where 
you pour fatal poiſon into the ear of a good unſuſ- 
petting king. If the great names of Murr 
and Burk, as 5, penſantur eadem truting, it 
is no flattery to ſay that you, my lord, were not 
only ſuperior, but even unrivalled by him, as 
well as by all, who have ever appeared on the 
great fage of the world. As a writer, I take 
Mr. Murphy rather to excel you, except in 
points of Orthography : as an actor, he can form 
no pretenſion to an equality. Nature indeed in 
her utmoſt fmplicity we admire in Mr. Murphy; 
but art, art, characterizes your lordſhip. 


This too gives your lordſhip a claim to the 
dedication of this Play. You are perfect in every 
thing reſpecting the powers of adding. Your whole 
mind has been formed to it. All your faculties 
have been directed to this important object. While 
Mr. Pitt, Lord Temple, and others, your cotem- 
poraries, were preparing themſelves for the na- 
tional buſineſs of parliament, and already taking 
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a diſtinguiſhed part there, you, after a ſeven years 
SERVICE in the Hows of Peers, condeſcended to 
tread many a private ſtage in the high buſkins 
of pompous, ſonorous tragedy. With what ſu- 
perior ſucceſs I record with pleaſure. Mr. Pin 
and his noble brother are now both in a private 
ſtation. You have, almoſt excluſvely, the ſmiles 
of your ſovereign ; they only the empty applauſe 
of their country. This too they ſhare with 
others; a Duke of Neweaftle and Devenſbirez © 
Marguis of Rockingham, an Earl of Hardwick, and 
the two ſpirited, young nobles, who ſtand fo 
high in fame and virtue, whom England glories 
that ſhe can call her own, the Dukes of Grafton 
and Portland. Theſe diſtinguiſhed characters 
muſt ever be reſpefted by your lordſhip, for 
their ardent love of our Sovereign and of Liberty, 
and honoured by rhis nation as the declared, 
determined, and combined enemies of deſpotie, 
* 


As Tragedy and Betany have thus reared their 
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from .their rules, and has endeavoured to efta- 
bliſh a new Orthography, ftill nearer approach- 
ing to the modern pronunciation. I have ſeen, 
and admired, ſome curious ſpecimens of your 
Lordſhip's labours of this kind, moſt happily 
adapted even to the female mode of pronun- 
ciation, which with me as well as with a polite 
nobleman, muſt ever .bear the palm, if not of 
correctneſs, yet of grace and elegance. Indeed, 
my Lord, the letter: I allude. to are fo curious, 
that I wiſh for a fac mile of them, as we have of 
one of the famous genuine letters of your country- 
man Archibald Bower. They would, Iam perfuaded, 
excel all the curious manuſcripts-of this kind in 
your own Univerſity of Aberdeen, ar among the 
immenſe collection of learned books of your late 
valuable purchaſe, the Argyle Library. May I 
not therefore hope that as the Definitive Treaty is 
now figned, your Lordſhip's labours will be di- 
reed to this important point, and that we may 
expect to ſee a compleat Orthographical Dic- 
tionary, to determine the knotty point of Britain 
for Briton, which has of late puzzled that great 
writer, the great BzxiTon himſelf, notwithſtand- 
ing the excellence of his Scattiſb education? 
Eaſe and elegance will, I am perſuaded, ſtill 
attend your Lordſhip as inſeparably as they 
have ever done, nor will you in this caſe be in 
Vor. III. O 
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danger of being forſaken by them, when, ay 
Benedi (or, if you pleaſe, in your own botanical 
phraſe, Carduzs Benedifius) ſays, now be is 
turned ORTHOGRAPHER, his wordt are a very 


fantaſtical banquet, juft fo many firange difbes. 


I ſhould have added, my Lord, that the Play 
1 make an offering of is a Tragedy, the moſt 
grave and moral of all poems, and therefore with 
a happy propriety comes inſcribed to your 
Lordſhip, the moſt grave, the moſt moral of all 
men. A «witty comedy, I would never have offered 
to your Lordſhip, nor indeed to any of your 
countrymen. Wit is an ignis fatuus, which be- 
wilders and leads us aftray. It is the primroſe path, 
which conduRts to folly, Your Lordſhip has never 
deviated into it. You have marched on with 
ſolemn dignity, keeping ever the true tragic ſtep, 
and have on the greateſt occaſions (SO known, SO 
honoured — in the Houſe of Lord) exhibited to 
the world what you learnt on the ftage, the moſt 
pompous dition with the boldeſt theatrical fwell, 
infinitely ſuperior to all the light airs of wit or 
humour. The eaſy ſock of laughing comedy you 
never condefcended to wear. 


* A line of Mr. Pope, ſpeaking of Lord Mansfiald. 
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I have only one thing more to urge to your 
Lordſhip. The Play is quite imperſect. Your. 
Lordſhip loves the flage: ſo does Mr. Murphy. 
Let me intreat your Lordſhip to aſſiſt your friend 
in perſecting the weak ſcenes of this Tragedy, and 
from theſe crude labours of Ben Johnſon and 
others, to give us a compleat Play. It is the 
warmeſt wiſh of my heart, that the Earl of Bute ' 
may ſpeedily compleat the ſtory of Roo zx Mor- 
TIMER. I hope that your Lordſhip will graciouſly 
condeſcend to undertake this arduous taſk, to 
which parts like yours are ſo peculiarly adapted. 
A variety of anecdotes in real life will ſuperſede 
the leaſt neceſſity of poetical fiction. To you 
every thing will be eaſy. The % Ad of this 
Play will find talents" great as your's ſtill in full 
vigour, even after you have run ſo wonderful a 
career. If more important concerns, either of 
buſineſs, or amu/ement, engage you too much, I 
beg, my Lord, that you will pleaſe really to 
cCoMManD Mr. Murphy, as Mr. Macpherſon ſays you 
COMMANDED him to publiſh the preſe- poems of Fin- 
gal and Temora. Such a work will immortalize 
your glory in the literary, as the Peace of Paris will 
in the political world, and when the name of 
Noon MorTiMER ſhall be mentioned, that of 
Dor will follow to the lateſt times. 


O 2 
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Give me leave now, my Lord, to offer my thanks 
as an Engliſhman, for your public conduct. Ar 
your acceſſion to power, you found us a diſtracted, 
diſunited nation. The late abandoned minifter of 
the people had wickedly extended every art of cor- 
ruption through all ranks of men, the ſenate (L 
ſpeak of the late wenal Parliament) not excepted. 
You, my Lord, have made us an united and happy 
nation. Corruption farted like a guilty thing, upon 
your ſummons of Mr. Fox, nor have I heard of 
a fingle inſtance of any undue, unconſtitutional 
influence exerted in the ſenate. I now ſpeak of the 
preſent, wirtuous Parliament. Your Lordſhip too 
from every foreign Court has received the moſt 
flattering teſtimonies of an unbounded confidence 
in your weracity ul, 4 eee 
ſenſe of your tran/cendent abilities. 


I beg pardon, my Lord, for having ſo long 
detained the patriot miniſter of the patriot king, 
from the great ſcenes of foreign buſineſs, os. the 
rooting out corruption at home, or the innocent 
employments of his leiſure hours. I hope Doc- 
tor Hill and the Heme will forgive me, and that 
the great triumvirate having completed a glorious, 
and permanent peace, may in learned eaſe, under 
the ſhade of their own olive, ſoon enjoy the full 
ſweets of their own philoſophy ; for as Candide. 
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obſerves, Cela oft bien dit, MAIS 1L FAUT CUL- 
TIVER NOTRE JARDIN. In your ſofter, more 
envied hours of retirement, I wiſh you, my Lord, 
the moſt exquiſite pleaſures under the ſhade of 
the Cyprian Mirth. Your patriot moments will 
be paſſed under the ſhade of your Scottiſh Fir. 


I will no longer intrude on your Lordſhip. 
'The Cocoa Tree and your countrymen may be impa- 
tient to ſettle with you the army and the finances 
of this kingdom. I have only to add my congra- 
tulations on the peculiar fame you have acquired, 
ſo adequate to the wonderful acts of your admini- 
ſtration. You are in full poſſeſſion of that fame at 
the head of Tories and Scot/men ; but alas! my 
Lord, how fantaſtick as well as tranfitory is fame / 
The meaneft have their day —and though Mr. Pitt 
is now adored, as the head of Whigs and Englifs- 
men, the greateſt can but blaze, and paſs away. 


I am, with a zeal and reſpect equal to your 
virtues, N e 


My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's 
Very humble Servant, 
Marck 15, 1763. | 
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PUBLIC ADVERTISER, 


Monday, May 16, 1763. 


The following Letters, Sc. aue can aſſure the Public 
are genuine, and the Originals of ſome of them, 
are in the poſſeſſion of the Earls of EGRZU ON 
and HAL ITAX.“ They are preſented to the Public, 
becauſe they bear an immediate Relation to the 
Noa rn Briton, altho' they relate to a Paper 
of the 21ft of Auguſt of the laſt Year. 


TT 


R. Secker preſents his compliments to Mr. 
Wilkes, he has been three times at his 
houſe to wait on him from Lord Talbot. Mr. 
Secker would be obliged to Mr. Wilkes, to let 
him know by a note directed to him at Mr. 


* Theſe two lords were then Secretaries of State, and 
befides many other illegal afts, gave orders for the ſeizure of 
Mr. Wilkes's papers, on a ſuſpicion, not confirmed by oath, 
of his having written a libel, | 
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ere, $t. Jamer's Palace, where and what 
time Mr. Secker could ſpeak to him this after- 
noon. If he does not hear from Mr. Wilkes, 


will wait on him by nine o'clock to-morrow 
morning at his houſe. 


Sept. 10. 
half an hour paſt two o'clock. 
Direded to | 
JOHN WILEES, Eſq; 


R. Wilkes's compliments to Mr. Secker, 

was not acquainted till this minute by this 
note that Mr. Secker had once called in Gteat 
George-Street, ſhall be at home from ſeven till 
eight this evening, and as Mr. Wilkes ſhall be 
alone, he ſuppoſes at this meeting Mr. Secker 
will bring no company. 


Great Georve-St Friday afternoon, 
8 five, Sept. 10 
Directeu to | 
| Mr. Secker, at Mr. Holford's, 
St. James's Palace. 
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R. Secker's compliments to Mr. Wilkes, 
| he will wait on him alone this evening 
between ſeven and eight. 


St. James's. 
Directed to 
JOHN WILKES, Eſq. 


SIR, 


S I have received no anſwer to a letter I 
| wrote to you on the 25th of Avguft, and 
find by ſending to your houſe in town, that I can 
have no immediate opportunity of ſeeing you, I 
am forced again by letter to aſk if you avow or 
diſclaim being author of the paper entitled the 
North Briton, of the 21ſt of Auguf. 


TALBOT. 


Wlton-Street, Directed to 
Sept. 10, 1762. Col. WILKES. 
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Great George-Street, Friday Sept. 10. 

My Lozp, 
I Beg your lordſhip to do me the juſtice to believe 

that I have yet never received the letter to me 
at Wincheſter, which Mr. Secker tells me was ſent 
there a fortnight ago. I have juſt now the honoor 
of your lordſhip's by that gentleman. Your lord- 
ſhip aſks if I avow or diſclaim being author of 
the paper entitled the North Briton, of the 21ft 
of Auge. My anſwer is, That I muſt firft infift 
on knowing your lordſtip's right to catechiſe me 
about an anonymous paper. If your lordſhip 
is not ſatisfied with this, 1 ſhall ever be ready to 


give your lordſhip any other ſatisfaction becoming 
me as a gentleman. 


I am, my Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient, 
Humble Servant, 


JOHN WILKES. 
Directed to 
| Earl Talbot. 


Vor. III. P 
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Wincheſter, Sept. 14. 1762, 


My Lozn, 


Left Wincheſter with lord“ Effingham's leave, 

on the ſeet nd of Auge, and did not return 
to this city till the 1ath of this month. IF 
drum-major brought me your lordſhip's letter 
yeſterday. I now return it with the ſeal unbroke, 
as the cleareſt demonſtration that I never have 
read the contents of it. I ſuppoſe they are the 


ſame with the letter I had the honour of receiving 
* Secker. 


I am, my Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient, 
Humble Servant, 
JOHN WILKES, 
Directed to 
Earl Talbot. 


commander in chief of the troops in and near Wincheſter, 
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SIR, 


Suppoſe you have by this time found the letter 

I wrote directed to you at Wincheſter, and 
that hath acquainted you why I addreſſed myſelf 
to Mr. Wilkes, to enquire if the. North Briton 
of the 2 iſt of Aug was written by him. I well 
know every gentleman who contributes to ſupport 
periodical papers by his pen is not anſwerable 
for all the papers that appear under the title of 
that which he afliſts, hut I cannot conceive that 
any man ſhould refuſe to aſſure a perſon who hath 
been the object of the wit of any paper, that he 
was not the author of a paper he did not write. 
Every man's ſenſe of honour ought to direct his 
conduct, if you prefer a perſonal engagement to 
the denying being the author of a paper that hath 
been ſo free with my name; I, who am publickly 
affronted by that paper, cannot in honour avoid 
requiring the ſatisfaction you ſeem moſt defirous to 
give. Be pleaſed to write or ſend to me as ſoon as 
you have determined what part you will act. I ſhall 
be in London Thurſday and Friday next, and this 


P 2 
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day ſe ennight, after which I ſhall not be in 
London till Thurſday the 23d. 


I am, SIR, your humble Servant, 


TALBOT, 


Wincheſter, Sept. 16, 1762s 


My Lon p, 


Had not till yeſterday the honour of your 
lordſhip's letter of the 12th, and embrace 
this earlieſt opportunity of acknowledging it. 
Your lordſhip has not yet, in my poor idea, 
n 
me about the paper of the 21 of Auguſ, and 


I will firſt know the very good authority on 
whach I am thus queſtioned, before I will return 
any anſwer whatever. 
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Your lordſhip defires me to write or ſend to 
you as ſoon as I have determined what part I 
ſhall act. I intended my firſt letter ſhould have 
made that ſufficiently clear. 

'T am, my Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's very humble Servant, 
JOHN WILEKES. 
Directed to 
Earl Talbot. 


SIR, 


Have this inftant received your's of the 15th. 

It is your own declaration before men of truth 
and honor, that you occaſionally aſſiſted the 
paper called the North Briton with your pen, 
that is the foundation of my interrogating you 
about the North Briton of the 21ſt of Aug 
and whatever may be your idea, mine is that 
when a gentleman owns himſelf an occaſional 
author of an anonymous ſatirical paper, any per- 
ſon by name ridiculed in ſuch an Hebdomadal 
performance hath a right to aſk the occaſional 
avowed writer, if he was the author of the of- 


tending paper. 
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You may now, Sir, anſwer my queſtion or not, 
I have offered to put myſelf upon that footing 
with you that became a man who hath ſpirit, and 
is influenced by honor-—if you do not deny the 
paper, I muſt and will conclude you wrote it. 


Your humble Servant, 


TALBOF. 
Bolton-Street, 
Sept. 17, 1762. 
My Lozo, 
83 poſt brought me your lordfſhip's 


of the 17th, and by the return of it this 
waits on your lordſhip. 


You are pleaſed to ſay that it is my own de- 
claration before men of truth and honour, that 
I occaſionally aſſiſted the paper called the North 
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Briton. I wiſh your lordſhip had been more ex- 
plicit, and had mentioned the name of any one 
gentleman before whom I made that declaration, 
Was it made in public ? or was it in private con- 
verſation ? Still I have the misfortune of not yet 
ſeeing your lordſhip's right of putting the queſ- 
tion to me about the paper of the 21ſt of Auge, 
and till I do, I will never reſolve your lordſhip 
on that head, though I would any friend I have 
in the world, who had the curioſity of aſking me, 
if it was In a civil manner. : 


Your lordſhip ſays that if I do not deny the 
paper, you maſt and will conclude I wrote it. 
Your lordſhip has my free conſent to make any 
concluſions you think proper, whether they are 
well or ill grounded; and I feel the moſt perfect 
indifference about what they are, or the conſe- 
quences of them. 


I intend at preſent to make a tour on Thurſ- 
day to the Iſle of Wight. I ſhall return to this 
city the beginning of the next week. 

I am, my Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's | 
Directed to | Moſt humble Servant, 
Earl Talbot. JOHN WILEES. 
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Wincheſter, Sept. 30, 1762. 


SIR, 


ORD Talbe, by your meſſage, has at laſt 

brought this moſt important queſtion to the 

iſe point, where my firſt anſwer to his lord- 
ſhip fixed it, if he preferred that. As you have 
anly ſeen the two laſt letters, I muſt- entreat you 
to caſt your eye over thoſe preceding, becauſe I 
apprehend they will juſtify an obſervation or two 
F made this morning, when I had the honour of 
paying my compliments to you at camp. 


Be aſſured that if I am between heaven and 
earth, I will be on Tueſday evening at Tilbury's, 
the Red Lion at Bagſhot, and on wn 
morning I will play this duet with his lordſhip. 


Ie is a real farinfafiien to me, that his leedfhip 
is zo be accompanied by a gentleman of Colonel 
Berkeley's worth and honour. 


This will be delivered to you by my adjatant» 
who attends me to Bagſhot I ſhall not bring 
any ſcryant with me, from the fear of any of the 
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ics being known. My piftbls only, or his 


3, at his optioh, ſhall detide this point. 
1 beg the firrowr of yok t6 rerti tlie the letiere; | 
ns I man t6 leave Wincheſter this evening. 1 
have Lord Brute's® letve of tbſeiice for ten days. 
I am, with fincere regard, Sir; 
Your very humble Servant, 
JOHN-/ WILEES 


1 hope that we may make a partie prarre? for 
ſupper on Tueſday at Bagſhot. 


Directed to 
Colonel Berkeley. 


s IX. 
Ire 

upon the pleaſure of ſupping with you at 
Tilbury's the Red Lion at Bagſhot Tueſday 


In the abſence of Lord Effingbey: the command devolved 
on Lord Bruce, 


Vor. III. Q 
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evening. My ſervant will attend me, as the 
going alone would give room for ſuſpicion but 
you may depend upon his following your direction 
at Bagſhot and that he ſhall not be feen where 
you would not have him—I am much obliged 
by your favourable opinion and am 


Your humble Servant, 


Camp near Win- N. BERKELEY. 
cheſter, Sept. 30, 1762. 


Incloſed is a copy of a letter received by Mr. 


Stanley this afternoon.. [It related to the taking 
of the Havannah. ] 


DireRed to 
Colonel Wilkes.. 
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(Vide vol. ii. . 53. &c. 


Lr Wiſeacre. 


The univerſity of Oxfird, founded by King 
Alfred. 


Lord Sapling. 
Lord Suffolk. 
Lord Safe. 

Lord Foley. 
Cape. Giday. 
Lord Litchfield. 
Former Wife. 


The old intereſt, or Jacobitiſm. 


124 THE NORTH BRITON, 
Blue and green . ſpots. 


Alluding to the different coloured ribbands 
wore by the two parties, as badges of their af- 
fection to the cauſe they eſpouſed. 


There was a particular ſtatute in the univerſity, 
that no perſon who was a Freeman of the CiTy 
of Oxford, could be a member of the Univez- 
SITY, whereby it was determined that Lord 
Litchfield, who was a member of the Taylers company, 
was diſqualified from being elected chancellor. 
Very ſoon after Lord Weftmoreland's election, in 
order to remove this obſtacle on another occaſion, 
he had intereſt enough to get this ſtatute repealed. 


| Thoſe who ought to have read 10 them. 
The Prefaſers in every {cience, who have large 


falaries to read public lectures, but are ſo idle 
and infamous as not to do it. 


Mrs. Brown, the Houſekeeper. 
Pr. Bxows, the preſent Vice Chancellor. 
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The Heads of Houſes. | 
The Scullery. 


A place called Golgotha, where the Heads of 
3 about the bufineſs 
of the Univerſity. 


Do&ar Blackftaxe, Vinerian Profeſſor of civil 
law, and Principal of Neu- inn Hall. 


Mr. Pu. | 

Dr. Nibleit, Warden of All Souls 
commonly called, Puff Niblett, from his puffing 
and blowipg whenever he ſpeaks. 


Twenty thouſand pounds placed on the <orong 
fide of the Book. 


- Blackflone being 

A very few years ago, Dr ; 
choſen one of the delegates of the Univerſity 
preſs, inſpected the accounts, and found there 
ought to have been ip the cheſt twenty thouſand 
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pounds, not a farthing of which ſam could be 
produced or accounted for, it having (as is gent 
rally imagined) been ſpent in feaſting, &c. 


which work of iniquity he publiſhed to the 
whole Univerſity. 


Angtber Lawyer. | 
Lord Mansfield. 


HM countryman of yours, Mr. North Briton. 


Alluding to the influence Lord Bute had on 
ſome colleges, and his fending them a peremp- 
tory order to vote for Lord Litchfield. 


The Captain's own houſe. 


The Chancellor was inftalled at Dizchly by a 
deputation of the members of the Univerſity. 
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(Vide vol. ii. . 157.) 


NORTH BRITON, No 38. F8. 19, 1763. 


60 T* ever you are preſſed to give your aſſent 
« A to an enquiry into the paſt management of 
* the public revenue, avoid the yielding to it 
« as long as poſſible: it will fatally recoil on 
« yourſelf. If you are at laft forced to give up 
« the point, boldly promife a commi/ion of all 
© public accounts. You may afterwards ſwear 
«© that you only engaged for a committee, and 
never thought of a commiſſion. The poor crea- 
* ture, who will ſeem ſo very earneſt in it, will 
be eafily duped ; perhaps indeed he will deſire 
* to be duped.” 


On Tueſday the 22d of Febrlary 1763, the 
Houſe of Commons reſolved itſelf into a com- 
mittee of the whole houſe, ts conſider of the 
moſt proper and effectual method of examining, 
taking, and ſtating the public accounts of the 
kingdom. Sir 7:5n PLilips firſt drew up a motion, 
that it is the opinion of this committee, that the moſt 
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proper and effeFual method of examining, taking; and 
fating the public accounts of this kingdom is by com- 
aniffioners to bt appoimed by Tuns Houss for that 
Nes. 


He then changed from to be appointed by 
nis Houss to the words to be appointed by act 
OF PARLIAMENT. He afterwards withdrew this 
motion, and then moved, that it is the opinion of 
accounts beſt adapted to the conſtitution of this king- 
dom, and moſt likely to be praducti ve of real benefit 
to the public, is not by appointing commiſſioners for 
taking, examining, and ating thoſe accounts at large, 
but by inflitating a ſpecial inquiry into ſuch particular 
public ſervices, or ſuch articles of any partiealar ſer- 
Dice as ſhall appear ts the houſe to require à more 
minate and fri cxamination than is provided for by 
the eftimates and accounts which are laid before the 
bonſe in the ardinary courſe of their procedings. Sir 
John withdrew this motion likewiſe. At laſt the 
committee reſolved, that it is the opinion of this 
committee, thalhthe houſe be moved, that a committee 
be appointed to take into conflderation the ſeveral gti · 
matcs ani accounts, preſented 10 this houſe, either in 
the preſent, or in any former feen of patliament, 


which relate to the agylication or expenditure of the 
peblic money, fince the commencement of the late wwar- 
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NORTH BRITON extraordinary, 


THURSDAY, uv bows 1795 


— . — 


HAT EVEN difference we may find in 
late miniſter, in the exertion of 2 determined and 
inflexible reſolution, they certainly bear a near 
reſemblance to each other. One diſtinction, in- 
deed, ought to be made even here, that Mr. 
Pitt's refolution aroſe from eonſeious virtue, and 
the Earl of Bute's from conſcioys power ; but to 
the credit of the latter we muſt obſerve, that he 
ud opp 22 won. 
oL 
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every meaſure which was wrong, as the former 
could poſſibly maintain in promoting what was 
right. Regardleſs of all petty and private con- 
fiderations, bleſſed with the moſt excellent qual- 
lities of head and heart, and fincerely at- 
tached to the intereſts of his country, Mr. Pitt 
proceeded with. that well-grounded confidence, 
to which he was intitled by thoſe qualifications; and 
in which he was juſtified by the moſt extraordi- 
nary ſucceſs. Without any real regard to this 
country, wholly engroſſed by private views, the 
qualities of his head as yet doubtful, and thoſe 
of his heart too plain, the Earl of Bute hath 
through his adminiſtration behaved with that inſo- 
lence, which in narrow minds is always the conſe- 
ſequence of power. When I mention inſolence, «I 
would be ſuppoſed to include meanneſs, for they 
always are to be found in the ſame place; and how- 
everdifferent they may appear, wait only for a diffe- 
rence of circumſtances to call them forth, and to 
prove them inſeparable. In both theſe-virtues I ap- 
prehend the preſent mmiſter ſtands unrivalled, and 
the infection ſeems to ſpread through all his co- 
adjutors. Numberleſs inftances might be vro- 
duced to juſtify this remark ; but no one is more 
proper, and better calculated to ſhew both theſe 
excellent qualities operating at one time, and on 
the ſame ſubject, than the treatment which our 
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Eaft-India company in general, and Mr. Rous 
a very worthy member of it in particular, have 
met with. However triflingly this affair may 
have been talked of, It is in reality of very 
ſerious and general conſeguence. At this time 
eſpecially, when their election is drawing nigh, 
it is highly neceſſary that a clear and full ac- 
count of that affair, with the real merits of the 
caſe, ſhould be laid before the public; for 
putting it in our power to perform which, we 
are greatly indebted to the correſpondent who 
hath favoured us with the following letter. 
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S I R, 


A 8 a proprietor I thought it not only my in- 
tereſt but my duty, to attend the general 
court, when the conduct of Mr. Rows was to be ex- 
amined I cannot deny but from the reports which 
were ſpread abroad, I was greatly prejudiced ; 
againſt that gentleman, and flattered myſelf with 
ſame degree of merit, if I could be inſtrumental 
in giving him up to public cenſure, which I had 
been taught to think he had deſerved.” For 
R 2 
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EdRainly, Sir, I could never be juſljfied in ſuppo- 
Ang him innocent, however boldly he might 
yightneſs of the miniſter was engaged to prove 
Him guilty ; and when a court bf direftors had 
conſidered his miſdemeanor as fo groſs and pal- 
pable, that they would not even heat him ; that, 
when called upon, they would not enter into the 
plaining his conduct, but forced a friend of that 
gentleman's to move for his being called to ati 
account at a general court, as one guilty of miſeon : 
duQ, merely to give him an opportunity of proving 
to the public, that his conduct had been fair and 
irreptoachable. This I could never have be- 
the proof was too ſtrong to admit of the leaſt ex- 
ception. Mr. Rows defended himſelf in ſuch 3 
manner as to turn the ſhame, intended for him, 
on his adyerſaties ; he approved his behaviour 
not only to have been undeſerving of reproach, 
but even worthy of approbation, and the reſult 
bf that affair was exaftly what every candid man 
would have wiſhed, what his friends expected, 
What his enemies feared, but what a ſtranger, as 
Y was, could never have ſuſpected. As I cn. 
this affair as of the greateſt conſequenet t6 
he future welfare of the company, I win 
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particularly attentive to every thing which paſſed. 
I took down the ſubſtance of Mr. Row:'s defence 
for my own uſe, which I now tranſmit to you for 
_ the ſatisfaction of the public, and on which 
you ate at liberty to make what remarks you 
think proper, or to leave every reader ro make 
his own. You will obſerve I have taken this 
affair merely as it was conſidered, immediately 
relative to Mr. Roxs, and as the affairs of the 
company were naturally interwoven with his 
juſtification ; but ſhould be glad if you will in 
your remarks bring it down to the preſent time. 


The two grand objects of the company, even 
from the time of commencing the negotiation, 
under Mr. Pitr's adminiſtration, have conſtantly 
been, 


1. A total excliifion of the French from Bengal, 
whete the company enjoy extenſive and valuable 
moſt profitable trade. 


2. In the reſtitution of French territories, to 
fix ſuch a period as would leave them nothing 
more than places of trade, without a ſingle acqui- 
ſtton of territory by conqueſt of grant from 
the country powers, aud it was found that the 
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year 17.4 or 1745 would effectually anſwer this 
purpoſe. 


Theſe views of the company were communi- 
cated to Mr. Pitt, in a letter from the chairman, 
dated the 27th of July 1761, and at that time 
France acquiciced in what was then propoſed. 


On the 4th of June 1702, a copy of the letter 
mentioned above was tranſmitted to lord Egremont, 
in conſequence of a converſation which had paſſed 
between Mr. Sullivan and his lordſhip, in which 
his lordſhip had been made acquainted with the 
contents of that letter, and had deſired to ſee a 
copy of it, 


On the -2d of June, Mr. Dorricn and Mr. 
Sullivan had a converſation with lord Zgremont, 
in which his lordſhip obſerved on the letter to Mr. 
Pitt, that it conveyed the outlines of a plan of 
pacification ; but he ſhould be glad in the moſt 
diſtinct manner to know the company's expetla- 
tions, and particularly, if they were ready, 
in return for. excluding the Frexch from Bengal, 
to give them back all their other Comptoirs; to 
which he was anſwered, that the chairman and 
deputy would obtain powers from the court of 
direftars for the tranſaction of this affair; which 
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3 
method his lordſhip ſeemed to approve, but when 
he was reminded, on defiring that their ſenti- 
ments might be delivered at large in writing, 
that the French ſhoald he the firſt propoſers, he dc. 
clared that the company ſhould not be made acquainted 
ewith the propoſitions made by the French, thozgh 
before the wwhol: wwas concluded, the gentlemen in the 
direction ſhould know their objefions. 


The gentlemen were repeatedly aſked by lord 
Egremont if the company would be ſatisfied with 
excluding the French from Bengal (which bis 
lordſhip ſaid, he believed they would not ſubmit 
to) and granting them all their faQtories and 
former poſſeſſions on the Coromandel coaſt? To 
this anſwer was made, that it was meant, the 
French ſhould in that caſe poſſeſs all which they 
had poſſeſſed before the year 1745, but no grant 
whatſoever ſince that period; and that they 
alſo meant to exclude the donations to Mr: 
Duplex and others: they likewiſe expreſſed their 
wiſhes that both companies might be prevented 
from making war with each other, or, -at leaſt; 
that the French might be limited toa certain number 
of troops ; the firſt of which his lordſhip declared 
to be impoſſible, and the latter to be ſuch an in- 
dignity. as no nation would bear. 


r 2 m aa ge. 
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On the 24th of June, the chairman, deputy and 
Mr. Sullivan, in conſequence of the preceding 
day's converſation, agreed on the outlipes of a 
Plan to be drawn up, as the private ſentiments of 
thoſe three gentlemen, which the chairman 
was deſired to communicate to Lord Er. 


On the 25th of Fane, Lord Arenen received. 
this paper from the chairman, and faid it was 
ſufficient for his private information ; hut at the 
fame time ſaid he 2pprebended the French would 
not be prevailed pen tg give wp the Bengal trade. 


On the gth of July Mr. Was, deputy fecre- 
tary of ſtate, had a meeting at the India-Houſe, 
with the chairman and deputy, at which he told 
them that Lord Egremont expected a very regular 
plan of che company's expectations to be laid be- 


D, apd they had converſation concerning 


Lidia. 


On the 16th of Jul, Mr. Nd came again 
to the India-Houſe, and informed the chairman 
and deputy, that he had directions to lay before 
them his lordſhip's ſentiments, relative to the 
converſation of the gth in writing, which bg 
did, by a letter delivered to them then, but dated 
299 
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That Lord Egremont, having been informed by 
Mr. Wood, that thoſe 'gentlemen underſtood the 
only matter relative to the intereſts of the com» 
pany, as far as they become an objeR in future 
negociation with Fraxce, to be contained in Mr. 
Sullivan's letter to Mr. Pirt, his lordſhip confi« 
dered that as the only matter lying before him 
from the ſecrer committee, and that every thing 
elſe communicated, or that had paſſed in conver/a> 
tion, was not to be made w/e of—intimating, that 
it might not be amiſs for the ſecret committee to 
be provided with the neceſſary powers, and tw 
digeſt their thoughts relative to the intereſts of 
the company, ſo far as they might become an 
obje& of conſideration for his majeſty's miniſters, 
when the two crowns ſhould come to treat of 
thoſe affairs. 


On the 21ſt of Jah, agreeable to what had 
been ſettled by the ſecretary of ſtate, the ſecret 
committee, (confiſting of the chairman, deputy, 
Mr. Gough, and Mr. Tallic) were empowered at 
a court of directors to form a plan for the benefit 
of the company, to be laid before the miniſtry, 
and were alſo empowered to call in the aſſiſtance 


of any other perſon, and to report. | 
Vor. Il, $ 
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- Soon after the ſeeret committee met wi 
defired time to give their thoughts in writing. 


on de 12th of 4ugaf, thoſe two gentlemen 
prepared, gave his opinion only in diſcourſe. 


| At theſe and other conſultations, Mr 

ſtrongly recommended | the giving + qty 6 
Indian powers the territories adjacent to Ma/ula- 
re age 
where company ſhould have a factory; but 
r pred, any re 
= was exatily the doctrine laid down in his 


| On the 1k of September, at 4 court | 
| x at a court of d 
— of the Harare committne. intimared 
to the court, that leſt more conſiderable offers 
r 
Mala unto the Subah of the Deckan 


had been thought of, for rendering 
4 the 
which the plan conſiſted more _—_ 


miniſtryz but that the ſecret 
committee, 
apprehending themſelves juſtified TEE 
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to any reſolution in ſo material a point, he 
defired the ſentiments of the court thereupon, 
and the court, after. e debate, unanimouſly 
agreed (excepting the deputy chairman, and 
another gentleman) that it was not proper to 
give up to the country powers the revenues of 
Mafulapatnam, amounting to C 50,000 a year, 
and that therefore it ſhould be no part of the 
Plan to be laid before the government. 


The above reſolution was confirmed at the 
next court of directors. 


The plan which had been approved by the 
left by the chairman at lord Egremont's office on 
the 4th. It conſiſted of twelve articles, ſub- 
mitted with the greateſt humility, to the confide- 
ration of the miniſtry, enforced with the ſtrongeſt 
arguments, and fo clearly worded, and expli- 
citly commented on, that it was impoſlible the 
miniſtry ſhould not have the cleareſt ideas of 
the company's intereſts in India. 


In conſequence of delivering in this plan, a 
letter was received from Mr. deputy ſecretary 
Woed, dated the 11th of September, importing 


lord Egremont's diſappoiatment in not finding 
8 2 | 
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fuk light in i, as might facilitate is,. 
bas extremely at heart, which is » oe the 
moſt advantageous terms poſſible for the com- 
pany, when a ſhall be concluded. His 
Wee i met {ing ach c confi 

communication of their real expeAations, as he 
thought the government entitled to, * the 
ſupport afforded to the company during the war— 
his obſervation, that if the company aſted more than 
they expected to get, they not only laid a very 
w/ele/s load on the ſecretary of flate, who <vas di/- 
poſed to get even more than they aſted, was it 
poſſible, but alſo confined and clogged the beft in- 
tentions in their fayour — his declaration — nor- 
withſtanding his fincere regard for the company, as 
4 part of the whole, not to loſe fight of the latter 
great object for any partial confiderations. Mr. 
Woed”s private opinion —that Huld the ſecretary 
fate find it impoſſible to keep up to the ſentiments 
of the ſecret committee, with regard to what is to 
be infifled upon, the company would find it full as 
difficult to ſucceed in a negotiation, which they ſeem 
defirous of managing themſelves. 


On the 16th of September the chairman wa'ted 
on lord Egremont in order to obtain an explanation 
of Mr. Woed”s letter of the 1 1th. His lordſhip ex- 


preſſed great diſpleaſure in regard to the ſentiments 
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of the ſecret committee, which had been tranſmit- 
ted to him; and when he was aſſured by the chair- 
man of the diſpoſition of the directors to do every 
thing in their power to facilitate an accommoda- 
tion with France, and was intreated to point out 
in what manner the dirctors might be able to 
promote that good purpoſe His lordſhip 
——eclined giving any anſwer. But although 
his lordſhip was backward in declaring his ſen- 
ments, his ſecretary was not at all ſo ; and very 
freely and without reſerve charged the chairman 
with chicanery and dealing uncandidly with the 
government, | 


Thus treated without doors, and beſet, (to 
ſay no more) within, the ſecret committee began 
ſeriouſly to conſider what might be the conſe- 
quence of the company's being deſerted by the 
miniſtry in the negociations of peace. They 
conſidered of alterations and new propoſitions, 
which might be more favourably received by 
the miniſtry, and reſolved once more to take 
the opinion of the court of direftors upon the 
point of giving up to the country powers the 
revenues of Maſulapatnum, notwithſlanding the 
reſolutions of the tauo former courts. - By this time 
the court of directors took the alarm, they ſaw 
to what a precarious fituation the company would 
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de reduced if they were not included in the 


peace, and therefore, in hopes of obviating all 
Farther difficulties, they determined, though by 
A very ſmall majority, to agree to a paper laid 
before them on the 2 2d of September, for reſtor- 
Ing theſe revenues and territories to the country 
powers. This paper was left by Mr. Dorrien 
at Lord Egremont's office, on the zoth, under 
the title of the farther ſentiments of the ſecret 
committee, ſubmitted to the miniſtry, being a 
ſupplement to their ſentiments of the 4th. 


The firft notice taken of this paper of the 
29th of Seprember, was in a letter to Mr. Dor- 
rien from Mr. Word, dated the 16th of October; 
in which he mentions that a hurry of buſineſs 
had prevented his returning, agreeable to Lord 
Egremom's order, the above-mentioned paper, 
and that he ſhould be glad to put it into the 
chairman's or deputy's hands, and explain why it 
was of no uſe, concluding with theſe remarkable 
words—his lordſhip wot chufing to meddle where he 
may do harm, or where it is put out of bis power to 
40 good. 


In a ſubſequent converſation between Mr. 


Mood and Mr. Dorrien, on che 2oth of O&ober, 


Mr. Weed declared he had orders from lord 
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Rgremont to ſay, that—as this was the firſt time 
the government had taken upon themſelves to 
make a peace for the Eaſt-India company, he 
openneſs to him ; but as he found they had only a 
mind, to throw off a weight from their own 
ſhoulders and burthen his lordſhip's with it, he 
was determined not to ſubmit to ſuch uſage, as 
it was wo part of his duty to ſettle a peace for the 
company, but had only offered it in regard to them, 
and that the propoſals firſt delivered were ſuch as 
be ſhould have been aſhamed to offer to the French 
miniffry. That the ſupplement being delivered 
- ſo long as twenty-ſix days after the firſt memo- 
rial, lord Egremont did not think proper to regard 
18 : had both come together, the plan might have 
been reaſonable. He added, that, it had in the general 
preliminaries been propoſed to France to reftore her 
Comptoirs or fafories on the coaft of Malabar and 
Coromandel, as alſo in Bengal, and a trade allowed 
them uy the Ganges, but that they ſhould raiſe no 
fortifications at the latter place, nor be ſuffered 
to have any armed force there: this they bad 
agreed to, but with their uſual aztifice, in ſaying, 
all their poſſeſſions inſtead of their comptoirs 
ſhould be reſtored, which word having a great 
latitude, he, Mr. Weed, adviſed lord Egremont 


by no means to admit of — That the above: 
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memorial being delivered in the interim, his lord- 
ſhip had dropt making any reply, and there the 
affair reſted ; but that his lordſhip had entruſted 
him, in caſe he met with any gentleman in the 
direction he thought proper to open it to, to fay, 
that notwithſtanding he had declined taking any 
thing apon himſelf, yet, if the company would 
prepare one general article to be inferred in the 
Preliminaties, his lordſhip would try to ſerve 
them — After ſome diſcourſe, Mr. Wood himſelf 
drew up the following article, which the deputy 
chairman defired he might lay before the ſecret 
committee, as he could not without their conſent 
venture to agree to any thing of himſelf. 


All the comptoirs taken in India, either by the 
French, or Engliſh, to be reſtored. The French and 
Engliſh to have noi bing more than faFories at Maſu- 
lapatnam : the toun and its dependences, to be reflored 
to the Nabeb; an hundred ſoldiers to be hept if 
thought proper by each nation, for protection of 
trade. 


The French, though reflored to the trade of the 
Ganges, and to mere fatories for that purpoſe, are 
to have no troops or fortifications there. 
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After this, Mr. V declared that lord Egre- 
molt could not meddle any farther, nor deviate 
in the leaſt from the article the company ſhould 
propoſe, and that in caſe they were hf? out by being 
unreaſonable in their demands, the blame muſt fall 
upon 'themſelves, and bis ld fbould not poſt 
fone the public peace on their account, if the 
othir terms" could be ſettled : he then defired that 
what the company had to offer might be deli- 
vered on Friday thorning before ten o'clock, this 
being Wedneſday; there being a council ap- 
pointed for that day, and he did not doubt but 
be fheuld prevail upon lord Egremont to receive it. 


confidetition by the ſecret committee, on the 
21 of Oober, and on the 22d the chairman and 
deputy waited on Lord Egremont, and requeſted 
farther time, that the ſeeret committee might 
conſider the terms to be offered in behalf of the 
company, according to this (curious) article, 
drawn up, and delivered by Mr. Weed. His 


pod, for their conſideration, ſubje& to ſuch alte» 
rations, as they ſhould think proper, which 


ſhould be ſent to the court of Frau, and then 
Vor. III. 5 
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the veſult thereof, nad be informed from time 
*. W | 


3 
in dada incurred. his loedibip's difpleature, 
by . not” fully. aaſwering the expeRtations of 
governrent in-the memorial offered by the ſecret 
S nge. To- which. his lordſhip anſwered, 
he yould argue the caſe eoolly and without re- 
ſentmant ; but chat he: 1hought abe ai, were 
avt candid in off ering Such terms, as they could not 
eafied# the French vo comply vb. The chairman 
memorial, and repreſented the great danger of 
Senmealy poſſeſſed in the Carnatic, as-the- com- 
pany would thereby riſque the great: debt due 
to-them from the NMalob, after having engaged 
in a Jong and expense war, to prevent the 
French nom aggrandiving themſelves, according. 
to Mr. Dugler's anibitions views. That theſe 
cantfideratians induced the company to give it as 
their zeal lantiments, chat the French onght to be 
roſtorad onlx do the ſtate they were in on chat 
oft beſone the year 1744. and confined as 
much as poſGble to 4 mercantile ſyſtem; and at 
the'; ſhme time to cemoye a fubjet of future 
diflentions, they had been induced to zelinguith- 
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their own pretentions to My/aliparmen, thinking 


Hlkewiſe chin this ener might prevent an) 
obſtacle to the generab pdact; to Mich his lord. 


ip rephed, he ccufd ſee ub reaſon for ſack a 


— — gh (rity 
the 224 of: Gveder) an was ſent by Mr: 
Wood, in writing, to the chairman, incltſing 
the following preliminary article, by Lord Exre. 
ns order, and fignifying at the fame time 
that his lordſhip would dfpatch his meſſoager on 
tie morrow night, Wannen 


In the Bas. lade Jules fall refire t0 
France th: feveral comptoirs which that crown had 
before the preſent war, or the cuaſ of Ciromanddl 
and Malabar, as well as in Bengal; but the comp- 
tors in this laſt part of Trdin fu mt be reſtored, 
but on condition that his moſt chriſtian majeſy obliges 
himſelf not to erect any fortification, nor entertain any 
troops there ; and the m chriſtian king engages to 
reflore to the king of Great-Britain all the conqueſts, 
that may wage, »cytpiges-froms/1e. 
3 
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his article thus ſent down late at night, and 

given than the next day, was laid before the 
ſecret committee about noon, on Saturday the 
twenty third of Oer. It was in vain to hope 
for any alteration in reſpect to Bengal, and equal- 
ly in vain to mention the year 1744 as the Pe- 
riod of reſtitutions, and extremely difficult to fix 
a preciſe meaning to the word Comproirs, which 
(if it included ſettlements, factories and poſſeſſ- 
fions) would inftantly reſtore to Fraxce that im- 
menſe extent of trade, territory and power, which 
nothing but providence had prevented, after the 
commencement of the war, from his bringing 
utter ruin on our company. 


In this dilemma all that the ſecret committee 
could do, and more, indeed, than they could ex- 
pect to ſucceed in, according to the preſent hu- 
mour of the miniſtry, was to make ſome altera- 
tions in the period of ati pofidetis now ſet down 
to them; and with this view they came to a re- 
ſolytion to return the article altered as follows: 


In the Eaſt-Jndies England Gall reftore to France, 
the ſeveral ſettJements which that crown had, at the 


cqmmencement of the preſent war between the 
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two companies, ix Iudia, wiz. iu 17:9, on the 
coafts of Coromandel, and Malabar, in the condi- 
tion they thall be found; and alja the comproirs 
they had in Bengal. But the/e reflorations ſhall not 
be mad: but en condition that his moſt chriflian ma- 
Jefty renounces all claim to ſubſequent acquiſi- 
tion, nor entertain any tro:ps in Bengal; and the moſt 
chriftan king engages to r:ftore to the king of Great- 
Britain, all the-conqueſts. that may have blen made by 
1 N the Eaſt- 
Indies, 


cheats e 
two articles which they intreated might be made 
part of the Preliminaries, or be conſidered in the 
general treaty. 


The ſirſt related to acknowledging the rights of 
the preſent Subah of the Deckan, and the Nabob 
of the Carnatic. The ſecond, to the reſtoration 
of the Chineſe families and faves carried from 
Benceclen by the count J Eftaing, and a reimburſe- 
ment of the charges incurred by the Englith 
company, on account of the French priſoners of 
war. A letter was alſo approved by the commit- 


te, and deſigned by the chairman and deputy, 


| 
| 


o THE NORTH BRITON. 


in which all ambiguity of expreſſion was care- 
fally avoided, and the reaſons of the ſeveral alte- 
zations in the Preliminary Article plainly and 


On Sunday the 2 4th of OZober, the chairman 
received a meſſage from Mr. Mood, defiring to 
have ſame converſation with him that day, or 
next morning. The chairman accordingly 
nies, in the year 1749, that thoſe words, tbe 
preſent war, ſeemed improper; it was therefore 


agreed, chat the commencement of hoſtilities ſhould 


be inferted in their ſtead, which would cure the 
ampropriety without altering the ſenſe of the 


article. 


On Monday the 25th, at ten at might, the 
Chairman received a letter at Hackney, from 
Mr. Mood, incloſing the article thus altered in 
point of expreſſion only, and defiring an imme- 
Aiate anſwer, whether it was agreable to the 
Chairman's idea, as explained the preceding day. 
This article being the fame as ſeen in the pre- 
1:minary laid before the public, was returned to 
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trance in his letter in favour of te country 
„ 


This, Sir, is the ſubſtance er 'whet Mr. kes 
delivered in vindication of his conduct; and 
however clear and full it was then thought, and 
muſt now appear to a conſidering: teader, whowill 
connect and weigh the parts of it together, ſo as 
to form a true judgment of the whole, yet as it 
is of ſome length, and of a complicated nature, 
I think it would not be amiſs, in your next 
paper, to throw together ſome general remarks 
on theſe tranſactions, not only as they relate to 
that gentleman's juſtiſication, but as they regard 
the intereſts of the company. 


Jan, SIX, 
Your very humble Servant, 


A PROPRIETOR. 


The Nox Ta BTT will, with the great- 
eſt chearfulneſo, comply with the requeſt of 
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not only conſider the juſtification of a worthy 
individual, and the intereſt of a reſpectable 
company, but likewiſe dare (for what ſhall noc 
truth dare?) to pay his moſt humble reſpects to 
the miniſter, together with his High and Mighty 
Agent, Mr. Woop. & 
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THE 
NORTH BRITO N, 
N* XLVI. Saturday, NOVEMBER 12, 1763. 


Sed quanto 1Ltz magis formas ſe vertat in omnes, 
Tanto, nate, magis contende TENACIA VINCLA. 
Ving, 


TI is not poflible to imagine a more general 

ſatisfaction and more lively joy than appeared 
among all ranks of men in the beginning of 
the laſt ſpring, when our moſt excellent ſove- 
reign graciouſly condeſcended to gratify the 
wiſhes of his people, by removing the Ear/ 
-of Bute from the poſt of u Commiſſioner of the 
Treaſury. England had long ſmarted under the 
moſt rapacious acts of oppreſſion and tyranny, 
which were frequently, ſometimes very wan- 
tonly, exerciſed by that inſolent, over-bearing 
miniſter. A general confuſion had been intro- 
duced into every department of the ſtate ; bur 

Vor. III. U 


.. 
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the finances in particular, becauſe that was thg 
province he had peculiarly made his own, were 
almoſt ruined. The national faith, which had 
been ſo celebrated in former times, began to be 
held in contempt, and one of our allies made no 
ſcruple to upbraid our miniſters with an abſolute 
breach of repeated promiſes and of ſolemn en- 
gagements. Public credit, even fo early after 
this glorious Scottiſh peace, began to droop, and 
foreigners had already taken the alarm. | 


The public joy at the removal of fo corrupt 
and ſo incapable a miniſter was very univerſal 
and fincere ; but alas! the days of triumph on 
an event, which had ſo long been the object of 
our moſt ardent wiſhes, were few and clouded. 
The nation hoped, as the natural and immediate 
conſequence, to have ſeen the reſtoration of Mr. 
Pitt, and of the great Whig families, the an- 
tient and the only real friends of the houſe of 
Brunſwick. The public voice ſeemed to have 
reached the ear of the ſovereign. It was not at 
firſt believed that only the name would have been 
changed, and that the adminiſtration of affairs 
could be entruſted to three known, hackneyed 
tools of that very miniſter, who were at one mo- 


ment openly, at another with a little feint, to 
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purſue the ſame ſyſtem, the ſame unnational 


meaſures : yet from a temporary deſpair this ſoon 
became the caſe. Res ad Triarias rediit. 


Theſe three political Horatii, almoſt. immedi- 
ately after the removal of the Scat, obtained a 
pretty explicit declaration in their favour, and at 
once leagued together, not for the ſalvation, but 
for the plunder uf the ſtate, for the maintainance 
of their own power, and the ſecuring to them- 
ſelves, their relations, and even new born babes, 
the moſt defirable poſſeſſions and reverſions in the 
kingdom, in our conqueſts and our colonies, 
Not one of theſe men poſſeſſed in the ſmalleſt 
degree the affections, or even the good opinion 
df the people. They ſeemed content to bear the 
curſes of their country, provided they could ſhare 
among themſelves the moſt lucrative offices of the 
ſtate. The pride and inſolence of one“ of them, 
was never equalled by any of hit countrymen, 
and had before made him as univerſally odious 
in private, as he ſoon became in public life. A 
ſavage diſpoſition, and brutal manners, which 
early appeared in his juvenile pleaſures, were 
joined in him to that ſpirit of deſpotiſm and 


The Zar! of Egremont, | 
U2z 
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eruelty, ſo characteriſtic of the whole Stuart line, 
the love of which, his father, if he did not incu[? 
cate into his children, had yet carried with him 
quite through life. An ignorance ſcarcely to be 
credited, and a muliſhneſs, which could never be 
conquered, rendered him the contempt of all, who 
were ſo unhappy as to be under a neceſſity of at- 
tending upon him — But he has paid the debt to 
nature, and is gathered to the dull of ancient 
days. — The other“ lord has been ſaid to concur 
very unwillingly in the -proſecution of the ſame 
odious ſchemey: bur the ſtate of affairs az binn, and 
the neceſſity of regular quarterly payments drove 
him to an entire acquieſcence with every meaſure 
preſcribed— As to the commoner, f he was cho- 
ſen, becauſe he had gone through the ſeveral de- 
partments of government, was univerſally ac- 
knowledged to be the dulleſt and moft laborious 
pack-aſfs of the ſtate, and in his youth had ſeen a 
little practice · in law proceedings. He was there- 
fore pitched upon to ſuggeſt the various modes 
of carrying into execution the many projected 
acts of oppreſſion, and at the ſame time keeping 
Juſt to the windward of the law, or within the 
letter of an act of parliament. He was the true 


author of the moſt grievous part of that crueł- 


The Ear! of Halifax. 0 
F Coorge Grenville, Eſq; 
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AZ for the new exciſe on cyder and perry, by 
wick the exciſe officer has forced his way even 


into private houſes on this fide the Tweed; for 
ſuch is the partiality of this. tax, that it will 
affect only a few Engliſþ counties, but not one 
Scottiſh. It muſt be owned that no man-was ever 
fitter for the buſineſs he undertook. He has no 
paſſions. A perfect apathy reigns in his breaſt, 
fave that an overflowing of the gall is now and 
then a good deal troubleſome to hitnſelf,:though 
very little to any other perſon. He 1s incapable 
of pity, of remorſe, or even humanity, and in- 
deed of all thoſe fine feelings, which men of 
more delicate mould and lively parts reliſh in ſo 
exquiſite a degree. His conſtant gravity and 
ſolemn deportment were of real ſervice, for they 
impreſſed an idea of dignity and importance on 
the common beholder, and his want of paſſions 
gave him an opportunity of affecting a wonderful 
Sanity of morals — Tertius 2 coelo cecidit Cato. 


Under ſuch an adminiſtration is it at all ſurpriſ- 
ing-that our affairs at home are declining, and 
our glory abroad ſullied ? Some few changes 
have indeed been made, but have ſuch men“ 


Of theſe men, the moſt infamous in every reſpect was 
the Earl of Sandwich. He bad pafſed his youth in ſo 
abandoned and profligate a manner, that when he arrived at 


ics THE NORTH BRITON. 


been brought in, as had the confidence of the na- 
tion? I will venture to affirm that a more univer- 


the middle age of life, be did not, in the opinion of the world, 
remain in poſſefſion of the ſmalleſt degree of virtue or honour, 
reſtrained by no conſiderations of private character, nor 
check'd by any regard to public decorum. Frauds of the 
loweſt nature, enforced by perjuries and falſehoods, were 
his only arts. With reſpect to men, he had early loſt 
every ſentiment of honour, and was grown exceedingly neceſ- 
ſitous from the variety of his vices, as well as rapacious from 
the luſt of gratifying them. Nature denied him wit, but 
gave him a ſpecies of bafſconery of the loweſt kind, which 
was ridiculous in a man of faſhion, and fit only for the 
dregs of the people. In buſineſs he was as flow, tedious, 
and dull, as fMr. George Grenville, but not ſo plodding. 
He was ſcnt on the part of England to conclude the gene- 
ral peace at Aix-la-Chapel: in 1748, where he made ſuch 
childiſh blunders, that an able and experienced miniſter 
was obliged to be ſent frem Fiema on purpoſe to do 
the bufineſs of the Plenipotentiary. The miniſter de- 
clared on his arfival that no one point of real im- 
portance had been ſettled. Even the uſual and neceſſary 
forms of the ratifications of former treaties had been omit. 


ted, by which our greateſt commercial advantages, parti- 


+ A foreigner of diftiaBion going' out of the Heaſe of 
Commons before the debate was over, ſaid, Quand la matiere eff 
epuiſce, il ne faut pas Gxznviiiins fix beures de ſuite, 
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ſal diſcontent never appeared among the people 
than at preſent. We were told that by the late 
peace a full ſecurity was obtained for our Ame- 
rican colonies. Is that the fat? The numbers 
of our fellow ſubjects baſely murdered in the time 
of this profound glorious Peace give the lie to 
the flattering addreſſes of ſome vile hirelings in 
their mother country, and demand vengeance on 
the miniſters who have fo ſcandalouſly negleRed, 
and left in a ſlate of inſecurity, not only our new 
conqueſts, but our moſt valuable colonies. T 
are made a prey to the rapacity of four hungry 
Scotti/p governors ; theſe are left expoſed to the 
barbarity of ſavages, whom the intrigues of our 
new friends the French, and repeated injuries 
from our own people, have at length armed 


culiarly with Sj ain, would have been ſacrificed. Since that 
period, till the preſent year, Lord Sandwich was laid afide, 
as totally unfit for any arduous or even ſerious buſineſs, nor 
has any thing of moment been by any adiminiftration truſted 
to him alone. Almoſt every good man having been forced 
out, or voluntarily left the preſent miniſt y, the ſeals ef 
the Secretary of State of ihe Northern depatment, were put 
into his hands, and the nation from that moment ſaw that the 
adminiſtiation were determined to aim s deadly blow at the 
vitals of liberty and the Engliſh conſtituticn, and therefore 
had pitch'd on the moſt profligate fellow of the age, fo: 
tha moſt proflizate atterpt, 
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againſt us. As tothe merit of three of theſe 
gentlemen, I am a.perfe& ſtranger: the demerit 
of the Governor of Quebec, the world has ſeen; 
for he had very nearly loſt the moſt important 
conqueſt we made during the whole war; a con- 
queſt purchaſed with the blood of one of our 
E&rſt heroes, the immortal Wolfe. Among the 
variety of new meaſures, which this nation muſt 
ever deplore, the appointment of military men 
to civil governments is not the leaſt to be la- 
mented : a policy reſerved for ſuch puny politi- 
Zians as we have ſeen taken from the Cocoa and 
Arthur's to make minifters of, and which is de- 
ſervedly become the ridicule of all Europe. I 
will only further pbſerve' on this head, that the 
partiality of theſe appointments to every new 
government we have acquired, plainly marks the 
ſame hand fo fatal and hoſtile to Exgland, which 
anſtead of holding the fair ballance, has by vio- 
lence and injuſtice kept down one ſcale, and 
made the other kick the beam. A Gazette ſo 
late as that of Satarday the Sth of Ofober, muſt 
convince every man that even now Scottiſb in- 


® The king has been pleaſcd to conſtitute and appoint the 
honourable James Murray, Eſq; to be his majeſty's Captain- 
General and Governor in Chief ia * over * „ 
Frovince of Quebec in America, | 
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- flience is not at an end, and that all pretences 
of that kind, whether they are made by men in 
or out of power are captious, and daluſwe. 
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As to our affairs at home, I am free te declare 
that almoſt the only nut H of the fate 
ſeems to me the noble fpirit exerted by aur 
countrymen in the counties of Dewan, Cormualh, 
Kc. The fummer has act paſſed in inglorious 


The king has been pleaſed to conftitute and appoint James 
Grant, Eſq; to he his majefty's Captain-General and Gover- 
nor in Chief in and over his majefty's grovince of EAA. 
Frida in America . 


The king has been pleaſed to conſtitute and appaint George 
Jobnflone, Elqz to be his majeſty's Captyin-General and 
Govornor in Chief in and over his mejeſty's province of 
Wof-Flarida in America. 


The king has been pleaſed to conſtitute and appoint Nobert 
Melvill, Eſq; to be his majeſty's Captain-General and Go- 
vernor in chief in and over his majeſty's iflands of Grenada, 
the Grenadines, Dominico, St. Vincent, and Tobago in Ame» 
rica ; and of all other iſlands and territories adjacent thereto 
and which now are, or hactofore have been dependant 
thereupon, 


Vor. III. 
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eaſe, neither in the ei nor the ſouth of this 
once happy iſland, and I truſt that the holy flame 
of liberty which has glowed in the hearts of 
many, will be caught by all the repreſentatives 
of this free country. Parliaments are, by the 
conſtitution of our government, the guardians of 
liberty. Before them it is the duty of the people 
to lay their grievances,and it then equally becomes 
the duty of our repreſentatives to redreſs them. 
I have therefore no doubt that very early in the 
enſuing ſeſſion of parliament our countrymen will 
be delivered from this zew bondage of exciſe, the 
only badge of flavery, which this kingdom 
knows under the mild government of the moſt 
amiable of our princes. A Britiſh houſe of com- 
mons will ever be faithful to the great and im- 
portant truſt repoſed in them by the collective 
body of the people ; and when the ſenſe of the 
nation is ſo Elearly known, there ought ſurely to be 
no heſitation in any adminiſtration to conform to 
it. A neighbouring kingdom has very lately given 
us a proof of that conſtitutional ſpirit and love 
of freedom, which has ever diſtinguiſhed thoſe 
true and zealous Whigs. The Lord Lieutenant of 
Leland, by ſeveral leading paſſages in his ſpeech 
to parliament, ſeemed ſervilely to beg their ap- 
probation of the late peace. He wainly hoped 
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back in the addreſs ; but an honeſt houſe of com- 
mons there, greatly ſuperior to all undue influ- 
ence, would give no congratulation on ſuch a 
peace, nor proſtitute the words glorious, honourable, 
or adequate, to what has diſgraced us to all the 
world. On the contrary thoſe generous /t of 
Freedom, embarked in the ſame noble cauſe with 
ourſelves, declare in an animated manner that 
they chrarfully ſupported ſuch heavy burthens during 
the continuance of the late ſucceſsful war, and in 
the coldeſt way, but juſt mention the re- abliſ . 
ment of a general jeace—— The parliaments of 
France likewiſe have in the courſe of the ſummer 
ſet an example of freedom, which ſome other 
kingdoms would do well to imitate, and have 
preſented ſuch memorials as the freeſt ſtate in 
Europe might be proud to. own. They have 
not been afraid to declare that the piety, the 
honour, the juſtice of their king had been ſurprized, 
that his ſolemn promiſes, and ſacred word, had been 
violated. They have dared to approach the throne 
with the boldeſt and moſt unwellcome truths, 
and have made bad miniſters tremble. They 
have beſides drawn ſuch faithful pictures of the 
extreme miſeries of their bleeding country, as 
muſt eonfound our miniſterial hirelings; and the 
X 2 
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s faſts they mentidn demonſtrate the tom? 
ianbilkey of Free to coatinne the war. Her 
Inted. How ſhe hes fince recruited, and in what 
a Rae of recovery her finances we, we muſt L 
fur 'too fon with anguiſh experience. This is 
the mores. to be fnmented, becauſe the pablic 
focurnies of ab kindom have fallen fo low, that 
foreign namom begin to loſe all opinion of that 
dt on whoſe broad baſis our commerce aroſe, 
and encreaſed to a magnitude, which has raiſed 
the admiration and exvy of all other ates. The 
public funds in «very Lew months, in this can 
nnn bee fallen above 14 per cent. 
England appears now in danger of ceakng to be 
the groat mare, the centre, of the commerce and 
riches of the world,, from the flataating ſtate 
of ner public credit. Nh beautiful and wond- 
nous fabric, the work df. ages, the pride and 
gilery of ne, ws well as the jouloufy of 
her moſt powerful neighbours,. which has ſur- 
veved two deſperate di rebellions, ſeems at 
laſt:doomed wo fall a Gacrifice to the incapacity 
and treachery of a fot of men, formerly the 
ed of dhe contempt and ridicule, now of the 
abhorrencc and hated of their country. 
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GEORGE MONTAGU DUNK&, 
Earl of Hazirax, Viſcoom Sunzuny, 
and Baron Hatirax, one of the Lox pe 
of his MajzsrTY's moſt Honourable Prove 
Councit, Liewtenant Gentral of his 
MajzsTY's Forces, Lord Lieutenant Gene- 
ral, and General Governor of the Liga 
of InELANnD, 4 principat Secretary of 
State, &c. 


HESE are in his majeſty's name to 
authorize and require you, taking a con- 
fable to your aſſiſtance, to make ftrit and deli- 
gent ſearch for Arubur Beardmore, the author or 
one concerned in the writing of ſeveral weekly 
very ſeditious papers, entitled the Mon1Tor, or 
BariTisH FazInOLD ER, N“ 357, 358, 360, 
373» 376, 378, 379, and 380. London printed 
for J. Wilſen, and J. Fell, in Pater-nofter-row, 
which contain groſs and ſcandalous reflections and 
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invectives, upon his majeſty's government, and 
upon both Houſes of Parliament; and him hay. 
ing found, you are to ſeize and apprehend, and to 
bring together with his books and papers, in ſafe 
cuſtody, before me, to be examined concerning 
the premiſes, and further dealt with according to 
law: In the due execution whereof, all mayors, 
heriffs, juſtices of the peace, conſtables and all 
other, his majeſty's officers civil and military, 
and loving ſubjects whom it may concern, are are to 
be aiding and aſſiſting to you, as there ſhall be 
occafion. And for ſo doing this ſhall be your 
warrant. Given at Sr. James's the fixth day of 
November 1762 in the third year of his Majeſty's 
Reign. 


DUNK HALIFAX. 


To Nathan Carrington, James 
Watſon, Themas Ardran, 
and Robert Blackmore, Four 
of his Majeſty's Meſſengers 
in Ordinary. 
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GEORGE MONTAGU DUNE, 
Earl of HaLtirax, Viſcount Sunnuzr, 


and Baron HALirAx, one of the Lonos 


L. S. of his MajzsTY's moſt honourable - 


Prrvy Covuncit, Liententant Gamral of 
his MajesTY's Forces, and principal 
Secretary of State. 


HES E are in his majeſty's name to 

authorize and require you, (taking a con- 
ſtable to your aſliſtance) to make ſtrict and dili- 
gent ſearch for the authors, printers and pub- 
liſhers of a ſeditious and treaſonable paper, en- 
titled the Nox TH Briton, N“ 45, Saturday 
April 23, 1763. Printed for G. Kearſley, in 
Ledgate-ſireet, London ; and them, or any of them 
having found, to apprehend and ſeize, together 
with their papers, and to bring in ſafe cuſtody, 
before me, to be examined concerning the pre- 


* 
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miſes, and further dealt with according to law; 
And in the due execution thereof, all mayors, 
ſheriffs, juſtices of the peace, conſtables and all 
other, his majeſty's officers civil and military, 
and loving ſubjects whom it may concern, are to 
be aiding and affifting to you as there ſhall be 
occafion. And for fo doing, this ſhall be your 
warrant. Given at St. James's the twenty-fixth 
day of April, in the third year of his majeſty's 

a 
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CHARLES Earl of EGREMONT; 
and GEORGE DUNK Earl of 
HALIFAX, Loads of his MajzsTrY's 
moſt honourable Pzxivy Councit, ard 
Principal Secretaries of State. 


HESE are in his majeſty's name, to 

authorize and require you, to receive into 
your cuſtody the body of Jabn Wilkes, Eſq; 
herewith ſent you, for being the author and 
publiſher of a moſt infamous and ſeditious libel, 
entitled the Non rn BxIrox, N“ 45; tending 
to inflame the minds, and alienate the affections, 
of the people from his majeſty, and to excite 
them to traiterous inſurrections againſt the govern- 
ment; ind to keep him ſafe and cloſe, until 
he ſhall be delivered by due courſe of law. 
And for ſo doing this ſhall be your warrant. 


Vor. III. r 
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Given at St. James's, the zoth day of April, 
1763, in the third year of his majeſty's 
reign. 


* 


POT 


To the right honourable, 

Stratton, Conſtable of | es 
his Majeſty's Tower of Junk HAL Ax. Ls. 
Londen, or the Lieu- 

tenant of the ſaid 
Tower, or his Deputy. 
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FROM THE 
ST. JAMES's CHRONICLE, 


Thurſdey, Max 5, 1763- 


It is ſaid that the following ſpeech was made 
by John Wilkes, Eſq; when he was brought 
to the bar of the Court of Common Pleas, on 
* Tueſday the zd of May. 


My Lox, 


FEEL myſelf happy to be at laſt brought 

before a court, and before judges, whoſe 
characteriſtic is the love of liberty. I have many 
humble thanks to return for the immediate order 
you were pleaſed to iſſue, to give me an opportu- 
nity of laying my grievances before you. 'They are 
of a kind hitherto unparalelled in this free coun- 
try, and I truſt the conſequences will teach mi- 
niſters of Scottiſh and arbitrary principles, that 

Y 2 
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the liberty of an Engl; ſubject is not to be ſparted 
away with impunity, in this cruel and deſpotic 
manner. 


I am accuſed of being the author of the North 
Briton, N“ 45. I ſhall only remark upon that 
paper, that it takes all load of accuſation from 
the ſacred name of a prince, whoſe family I love 
and honour, as the glorious defenders of the cauſe 
of liberty, and whoſe perſonal qualities are fo 
amiable, great, and reſpectable, that he is de- 
ſervedly the idol of his people. It is the pecu- 
liar faſhion and crime of theſe times, and of 
thoſe who hold high miniſterial offices in govern- 
ment, to throw every odious charge from them- 
ſelves upon majeſty. The author of this paper, 
whoever he may be, has, upon conſtitutional 
principles, done directly the reverſe, and is 
therefore in me, the ſuppoſed author, meant to 
de perſecuted accordingly. The particular cru- 
elties of my treatment, worſe than if I had been 
a Scottiſh Rebel, this court will hear, and I dare 
ſay, from your juſtice, in due time redreſs. 


I may perhaps ſtill have the means left me, 
do ſhew that I have been ſuperior to every temp- 
tation of corruption. They may indeed havg 
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flattered themſelves that when they found Cor- 
ruption could not prevail, Per/ecution might inti- 
midate. I will ſhew myſelf ſuperior to both. 
My Papers have been ſeized, perhaps with a hope 
the better to deprive me of that proof of their 
meanneſs, and corrupt prodigality, which it may 
poſlibly, in a proper place, be yet in my power 
to give. 


The court after very long debates, adjourned to 
Friday May 6, and Mr. Wilkes was remanded 
back to the Tower. : 
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Lo" THE 
ST. JAMES's CHRONICLE. 


Saturday, MA x 7, 1763. 


Yeſterday John Wilkes, Eſq; lately committed 
a claſe priſoner to the Tower of London, by 
a warrant of commitment from the Secrt- 
TARIES OF STATE, was again brought up to 
the bar of the court of Common Pleas, 
where (as ſoon as the court was ſeated) he 
is faid to have made the following ſpeech : 


My Lozp, 


o AR be it from me to regret that I have 
Noh paſſed ſo many more days in CaPTivi- 
* TY, as it will have afforded you an opportu- 
« nity of doing, upon mature reflection, and 
repeated examination, the more fignal juſtice 
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to my Country. The LinzxTY of all 
1 peers and gentlemen, and what touches me more 
« ſenſibly, of all the middling and inferior claſs 
of the people, whch ſtands moſt in need of 
protection, is in my caſe this day to be finally 
« decided upon: a queſtion of ſuch importance 
«© as to determine at once, whether ExncLisn 
«« LinzgxTY be a reality or a ſhadow. Your 
« own freeborn hearts will feel with indignation 
« and compaſſion all that load of Oryness10Nn 
« under which I have ſo long laboured. CLoss 
% IMPRISONMENT, the effect of premeditated 
% malice; all acceſs for more than two days de- 
« nied to me; my houſe ranſacked and plundered ; 
«© my moſt private and ſecret concerns divulged ; 
s every vile and malignant infination, even of 
high treaſon itſelf, no leſs induſtriouſly, than 
« falſeſly circulated, by my cruel and implacable 
« enemies, together with all the various n/o/ence 
, office, form but a part of my unexampled 
ill treatment. Such inhuman principles cf Star- 
% Chamber tyranny, will, I truſt, by rns 
* CourT, upon this ſolemn occaſion, be finally 
«« extirpated, and henceforth every innocent man, 
however poor and unſupported, may hope to 
« ſleep in peace and ſecurity, in his own houſe, 
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1% unviolated by King's Meſſengers, and the arb:- 
4 frary mandates of an overbearing SzxcaeTaAaRY 
* OF STATE. 


« I will no longer delay roux jusriex. 
4 'The nation is impatient to hear, nor can be 
« fafe or happy, till that is obtained. If the 
*« fame perſecution is after all to carry me before 
« another court, I hope I fhall find that the 
« genuine ſpirit of Macna CnarTa, that glo- 
* rious inheritance, that diſtinguiſhing characte- 
« riſtie of ENGLISHMEN, is as religiouſly revered 
« THERE, as I know it is Here, by the great 
« perfonages, before whom I have now the hap- 
* pineſs to ſtand; and (as in the ever memorable 
% caſe of the impriſoned Biſhops) that an inde- 
« pendent Jury of Fxxz-nonn Exncriismen will 
« perfiſt to determine my fate, as in conſcience 
* bound, upon conſtitutional principles, by 2 
« verdict of Guilty or Not Guilty, I aſk no more 
at the hands of ur Couxrxruzx.“ 


After which the court proceeded to give their 
opinion; and Mr. Wirtxzs was ordered to be 
DISCHARGED. He then addreſſed himſelf, as we are 
informed, to the court in the words following. 
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Mr Load, 


hy REAT as my joy muſt naturally be 
a at the deciſion which 1uIs Cour, 
„with a true SypiziT of LIE T, has been 
% pleaſed to make, concerning the anwarrantable 
« ſeizure of my perſon, and all the other conſe- 
% quential grievances, allow me to aſſure You, 
« that I feel it far leſs ſenſibly on my own account, 
than I do for Ts PunBLic. The ſufferings 
*« of an individual are a trifling oled, when 
* compared with the WHOL R, and I ſhould bluſh 
10 to feel for My/elf in compariſon with conſide- 
* rations of a nature ſo TRANSCENDENTLY 
©© SUPERIOR. 


« I will not trouble you with my poor 
4% thanks — Thanks are due to you from the 
cc whole ExcLisx Nation, and from all the 
4 ſubjects of the ExcLisn Crown. They will 
« be paid you, together with every teſtimony of 
«© zeal and affection to THE LEARNED * SEk- 
«© JEANT, Who has, ſo ABLY, and ſo consT1- 


* Serjcant Glynn, 
Vor. HI. 2 
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« TUTIONALLY pleaded my cauſe, and in mine 
« (with pleaſure I ſay it) Tus Cavsz os 
« LinzRTY. Every teſtimony of my gratitude 
« js juſtly due to You, and I take leave of 
&« THis Count with a veneration and reſpect, 
« which no time can obliterate, nor can the 
«« moſt grateful heart ſufficiently expreſs.” 
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A Syzzcn, faid to have been made by Jobe 


Wilkes, Eſq; on the frf Day of the Seſſion, 
Nev. 15, 1763. 


Mr. Speaker, 


JF Think it my duty to lay before the houſe 
4. a few facts, which have occured ſince our 
laſt meeting, [becauſe in my humble opinion, 
which I ſhall always ſubmit to this houſe, the 
rights of all the commons of England, and the 
privileges of Parliament, have in my perſon been 
highly violated. I ſhall at preſent content 
myſelf with barely ſtating the facts, and leave 
ghe mode of proceeding to the wiſdom of the 
houſe. 


On the :oth of April, in the morning, 1 
was made a priſoner in my own houſe by ſome 
of the King's meſſengers. I demanded by what 
authority they forced their way into my room, 
and was ſhewn a warrant in which no perſon 
was named in particular, but generally the 

2 2 
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"authors, printers, and publiſbers, of a ſeditous and 
treaſouable paper, entitled the North Briton, Ne 45. 
The meſſengers inſiſted on my going before Lord 
Halifax, which I abſolutely refuſed, becauſe the 
warrant was, I thought, illegal, and did not 
reſpect me. I applied by my friends to the court 
of Common Pleas for a Habeas Corpus, which 
was granted, but as the proper office was not then 
open, it could not immediately iſſue. I was 
afterwards carried by violence before the Earls 
of Egremont and Halifax, whom I informed of the 
orders given by the court of Common Pleas, 
for a Habeas Corpus, and when I was ordered 
into another apartment, I enlarged a good 
deal upon this ſubject to Mr. Vell, the ſoli- 
citor of the Treaſury. 1 was however hurried 
away to the Tower by another warrant, which 
declared me the author and publiſher of a moſt in- 
famous and ſeditieus libel, entitled the North Briton, 
No 45. The word zr/ca/ſenable was drop'd, yet 
I was detained a cloſe priſoner, and no perſon 

was ſuffered to come near me for almoſt three 
days, al:though my counſel and ſeveral of my 
friends demanded admittance, in order to con- 
cert the means of recovering my liberty. My 
| houſe was plundered, my bureaus broke open, 
by order of two of your members, Mr. Weed 
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and Mr. Vel, and all my papers carried away. 
After fix days impriſonment, I was diſcharged 
by the unanimous judgment of the court of 
Common Pleas, that the privilege of this houſe 
extended to my caſe. Notwithſtanding this folemn 
deciſion of one of the King's ſuperior courts of 
Juſtice, a ſew days after I was ſerved with a 
Subpena upon an information exhibited againſt me 
in the King's Bench. I loft no time in conſulting 
the bet books as well as the greateſt living au- 
thorities, and from the trueſt judgment I could 
form, I thought that the ſerving me with the 
Subpezna was another violation of the privileges 
of parliament, which I will neither deſert nor 
betray, and therefore I have not yet entered an 


appearance. 


I now ftand in the judgment of the houſe, 
ſubmitting with the utmoſt deference the whole 
caſe to their juſtice and wiſdom, and beg leave 
to add, that if, after this important buſineſs 
has in it's full extent been maturely weighed, 
you ſhail be of opinion that I am entitled wo 
privilege, I ſhall then be not only ready, bur 
eagerly defirous to wave that privilege, and te 
put myſelf upon a Fury of my countrymen. 
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Journals of the Hos of Commons. 


Vol. ix. page 697. 


Lune, 3“ dis TJanuarii, 1680. 


Articles of Impeachment of Sir William Scrogge 
Knight, Chief- Juſtice of the Court of King's 
Bench, by the Commons, in this preſent 
Parliament afſembled, in their own Name, 
and in the Name of all the Commons in 
England, of High-Treaſon, and other great 


——OIXTHLY, That he the faid Sir 
William Scroggs, in farther oppreſſion 
of his majeſty's liege-people, hath, fince his 
being made chief-juſtice df the ſaid court of 
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king's-bench, in an arbitrary manner, granted 
divers GENERAL Warrants, for attaching the 
perſons, and ſeizing the goods of his majeſty's 
ſubjects, or NAMED OR DESCRIBED PARTI- 
CULARLY in the ſaid Warrants; by means 
whereof, many of his majeſty's ſubjects have 
been vexed, their houſes entered into, and they 


themſelves grievouſly oppreſſed, contrary to 
law. | 


Mercuri, 5 die Tanuarii, 1680. 


HE Houſe then, according to their order, 

reſumed the adjourned debate touching the 
articles of impeachment delivered in to the houſe, 
againſt Sir William Screggs, Knight, chief juſtice 
of the court of Kings bench. 


| The ſixth of the ſaid articles being read, 


Reſolved, nemine contradicente, That the ſaid: 


Sir William Scroggs, be impeached upon the ſaid 
article. | 8 


1% THE NORTH BRITON. 


FROM THE 


Sr. JAMES CHRONICLE. 


Tueſday, May 24, 1763. 


QUE R-12-5 


Qu. 1. 3 the apprehenſion 
of Mr. Wilkes, under a warrant 


without oath, and without name, is not illegal? 


Qu. 2. 'Whether in either of the warrants, 
which have been iſſvel, the au/ual and neceſſary 
word FALSE, is to be found among the epithets 
applied to the ſappoſed /zbel, N* 45 of the 
North Briton ? 


Qu. 3. Whether every difingenuous and un- 
fair method was not employed by the ſecreta- 
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ies of ſtate to elude the 2 of the firſt Habeas 


Corpus ? 


Qu. 4. Whether the commitment of Mr. 
Wilkes to the Tower for a Bbailable offence, 
and yet far gbove two days preventing any 
perſon from having acceſs to him, was not de- 
priving him of gl poſſibility of offering bail, 
and is not therefore a direct act of oppreſſion, 
and a violation of the laws of England ? 


Qu. 5. Whether the-counſel, relations, and 
friends, of the Lords Lowat, Kilmarnock, Cro- 
mnartie, Balmerino, &c. committed to the Tower 
for high treaſon, were not from the firſt moment 
admitted to them ? 


Qu. 6. Whether the fr f nwarrart, under 
which Mr. Wilkes's perſon was ſeized, his houſe 
rifled, his locks broke open, and his papers 
carried off, is not wxiver/ally allowed to be arbi- 
_— and tyrannical ? | 


Qu. 7- Whether 3 in caſes of high 


treaſon) the papers of any Eagliſb ſubject ought 
Vor. III. Aa 


| 


not to be deemed a moſt odious method of 
fiſhing for evidence 7 
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ever to be ſeized, and whether all apparent 


proof being believed to be deficient, this is 


Qu. 8. Whether Mr. Wilkes did not from 


the ſulject, and not on privileſs only? 


Qu. 9. Whether the many proſecutions now 


carrying on by Mr. Wilkes at fo great an ex- 


pence, bear the leaſt relation to privilege, and 
whether they are not clearly in vindication of 
the liberty, property, domeſtic quiet, and ſecurity 
of every Engliſpman# 


Qu. 10. Whether Mr. Wilkes was admitted 
to ſee any one of his accuſers, and whether there 
is yet any accuſation oz oath againſt him, 
relative to the North Briton, Ne 45 


Qu. 11. Whether Mr. Wilkes has not been 
treated as guilty, though juſtice as well as can- 
dour would yet pronounce him innocent, the law 
of England never preſuming guilt ? 
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Qu. 12. Whether /aretics of the peace have 
been demanded or taken from any of the per- 
ſons ſuppoſed to have been concerned in the 
North Briton, Ny 45? 


Qu. 13. Whether in all caſes of Breach of 
the peace, the ſubje# has not a right to be dif 
charged from his confinement upon giving /ure” 
ties of the peace, and whether a member of parlia” 
ment can be dicharged, without giving them, if 
demanded ? 


Qu. 14. Whether every ſubject of England 
is not intereſted in the preſervation of the privi- 
leges of parliament, the houſe of commons baing 
the guardians of the liberties of the people 
againſt the deſpotiſm of miniſters ? 


Qu. 15. Whether the privileges of parliament 
have not been extorted from former kings; and 
whether they have not ever been conſidered as 
the firmeſt barrier of the Engl nation againſt 
the encroachment of the crown, when un- 
happily under the influence of an arbitrary 
miniſter ? | 


aA 2 2 
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Qu. 16. Whether any one fact refleting upon 
Mr. Wilkess private character has been yet 
aſcertained, and whether (as in the Winchefter 
falſhood of Lord Bute's ſon) any proof whatever 
has been brought to ſupport the infamous calum- 


— , HO. TT 
Wilkes 


Qu. 17. Whether it be not the clear lan- 
guage of the conſtitution, that the King can do 
=o wrong, but that ſome miniſter is reſponſible 
for the exerciſe of all the royal functions, peace, 
war, and even the darling attribute of mercy, 
not exempted ? 


Qu. 18. Whether the Ang's Speech has not 
at all times been adviſed and made by miniſters, 
and whether it is not the language of every con- 
by bad Minifters ? x 


Qu. 19. Whether the Liberty of the Preſs, 
which is always deemed the bulwark of our 
liberties, can ſubſiſt, 9 
vehicle of fallacy? 
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Qu. 20. Whether in the North Briton, 
Ne 45, there appears the leaſt intention of 
villifying the facred dignity of Reyalty, and 
whether the whole charge is not pointed againſt 
adminiftration— contrary to the opinion of royalty 
itſelf — a Prince of ſo many great and amiable qua- 
lities, whom England truly revere: the perſonal 
us eaſy and happy, that ſo great a power is lodged 
in ſuch band ? 
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Standing order of the houſe of Lords, April 
18, 1626. 


| HE privilege of the houſe is, that no 

lord of parliament, fitting the parliament, 
or within the uſual times of privilege of parlia- 
ſentence or order of the houſe, unleſs it be for 
treaſon, or felony, on rox rEFUSING TO 


GIVE SECURITY FOR THE PEACE, 


—B 


Standing order of the houſe of Commons, June 1, 
1621, 19 Tac. 


RDERED upon QUESTION, That if 
O any arreſt, or any diſtreſs of goods, ſerving 
any proceſs, ſummoning his lands, citation, or 
ſummoning his per/on, ſuing him in any court, 
Or BREAKING ANY OTHER privilege of this 
houſe, à letter hall iſſue under Mr. Speaker's hands 
far the party's relief therein, as if the parliament 
was fitting ; and the party refuſing to obey it, to 
be cenſured at the next [acceis.] 


* Journali, Vol. I. p. 624 
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A 
1 DE GS As 


Die MazT1s 29? Novz uns, 1763. 


H E Order of the day for reſuming the ad- 

journed conſideration of the report of the 
conference with the commons on Friday laſt 
being read, | 


The third reſolution of the commons was 
read as follows ; 


Reſolved by the 


Commons in parliament aſſembled, That pri- 
vilege of parliament does not extend to the caſe 
of writing and publiſhing ſeditious libels, nor 
ought to be allowed to obſtrut the ordinary 
courſe of the laws, in the ſpeedy and effectual pro- 
ſecution of ſo heinous and dangerous an offence. 


And it being moved to agree with the com- 
mons in the ſaid reſolution, 
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The ſame was objected to. After long debate 
. . | 
| The queſtion was put, whether to agree with 
' the commons in the ſaid reſolution. 


It was reſolved in the affirmative. 


| Becauſe we cannot hear without the utmoſt 
concern and aſtoniſhment, a doctrine advanced 
now for the firſt time in this houſe, which we 
apprehend to be new, dangerous and unwarran- 
table, wiz. That the perſonal privilege of both 
houſes of parliament has never held, and ought 
not to hold, in the caſe of any criminal proſe- 
cution whatſoever ; by which, all the records of 
parliament, all hiſtory, all the authorities of the 
graveſt and ſobereſt judges, are entirely reſcin- 
ded ; and the fundamental principles of the con- 
Kitution, with regard to the independance of 
Parliament, torn up and buried under the runs 

A our molt eſtabliſhed rights. 


Me are at a loſs to conceive, with what view 
ſuch a ſacrifice ſhould be propoſed, unleſs to 
amplify in effect the juriſdiction of the inferior, 
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The very queſtion n bs ts 
the commons, and now agreed to by the Lords, 
from the letter and ſpirit of it, contradicts this 
aſſertion, for whilſt it only narrows privilege in 
criminal matters, it eſtabliſhes the principle. 
The law of privilege touching impriſonment of 
the perſons of lords of parliament, as ſtated by 
the two ftanding orders, declares generally, 
That no lord of. parliament, fitting the parlia- 
ment, or within the uſual times of privilege of 
parliament is to be impriſoned or reſtrained with- 
Gut ſentence or order of the houſe, unleſs it be 
for treaſon or felony, or for refuſing to give 
fecurity for the peace, and refuſal jo pay obe- 
dience to a writ of Habeas Corpus. 


The firſt of theſe orders was made after long 
conſideration, upon a difpute with the king, 
when the precedents of both houſes had been 
fully inſpected, commented upon, reported and 
entered in the journals, and after the king's 
council had been heard. It was made in ſober 
times, and by a houſe of peers not only loyal, 
but devoted to the crown, and it was made by 
„ 

Vor. III. B b 
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Theſe circumſtances of folemnity, deliberation 
and unanimity, are ſo ſingular and extraordinary, 
that the like are ſcarce to be found in any in- 
ſtance among the records of parliament. 


When the two caſes of ſurety for the. peace, 
and Habeas Corpus come to be well conſidered, 
it will be found that they both breath the ſame 
ſpirit, and grow out of the ſame principle. 


| The offences that call for ſurety and Habeas 
Corpus, are bork caſes of preſent continuing vio- 
' tence, the proceedings in both have the ſame 
end, wiz. to repreſs the force, and to diſarm the 
offender. 


The proceeding ffops in both, when that 
end is attained ; the offence is not proſecu- 
ted nor puniſhed in either; the neceſſity is 
equal in both, and if privilege was allowed in 
either, ſo long as the neceſſity laſts, a lord of 
parliament would enjoy a mightier prerogative 
than the crown .itſelf is intitled to. Laſtly, they 
both leave the proſecution of all miſdemeanours 
ſtill under privilege, and do not derogate from 
that great fundamental, that none ſhall be arreſted 
in the courſe of proſecution for any crime undes 
weaſon and felony. 


. 
25 
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Theſe two orders compiiſe the whole law of 
privilege, and are both of them ftanding orders, 


and conſequently the fixed laws of the houſe, by 
which we are all bound, until they are duly re- 


pealed. 


The reſolution of the other houſe now agreed 
to, 1s a direct contradiction to the rule of par- 
liamentary privilege, laid down in the aforeſaid 
ſtanding orders, both in letter and ſpirit. Before 
the reaſons are ftated, it will. be proper to pre- 
miſe two dbſetvations; 


Fir, That in all caſes where ſecurity of the 
peace may be required, the lord cannot be 
committed till that ſecurity is refuſed, and con- 
ſequently the magiſtrate will be guilty of a breach 
of privilege if he commits the offender, without 
demanding that ſecurity. 


Secondly, although the ſecurity ſhould be refuſed, 
yet if the party is committed generally, the magi- 
ſtrate is guilty of a breach of privilege, becauſe 
the party refuſing, ought only to be committed 
till he has found ſureties ; whereas by a gene- 
ral commitment he is held faſt, even though he 
ſhould give ſureties, and can only be diſcharged 
by giving bail for his appearance. 

B b 2 
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This being premiſed, the firſt objection is tq 
the generality of this reſolution, which, as it is 
'd, denies the privilege to the ſuppoſed libel- 
„not only where he refuſes to give ſureties, but 
likewiſe throughout the whole proſecution from 
the beginning to the end; fo that although he 
ſhould ſubmit to be bound,” he may notwith- 
ſanding, be afterwards arreſted, tryed, convicted 
and puniſhed, fitting the parliament, and with- 
qut leave of the houſe, wherein the law of privi- 
lege is fundamentally miſunderſtood, by which 
no commitment whatſoever is tolerated, but that 
only, which is made upon the refuſal of ſureties, 
or .in the other excepted caſes, of treaſon or 
felony, and the Habeas Corpus. 


If privilege will not hold throughout in the 
caſe of a ſeditious libel, it muſt be, becauſe that 
offence is ſuch a breach of the peace, for which 
ſureties may be demanded, and if that be ſo, it 
will readily be admitted, that the caſe comes with- 
in the exception, ** provided always, that ſureties 
have been refuſed, and that the party is com- 
„ mitted only, till he ſhall give ſureties.“ 


But firſt, this offence is not a breach of the 
it does not fall within any definition of a breach of 
the peace given by any of the good writers upoy 
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that ſubject, all which breaches from menace to 
actual wounding, either alone or with a multitude, 
are deſcribed to be acts of violence againſt the per- 
ſon, goods, or poſſeſſions, putting the ſubjec i in 
fear by blows, threats, or geſtures ; nor is this 
caſe of the libeller ever enumerated in any of 
theſe writers among the breaches of peace; on 
the contrary it is always deſcribed, as an act tend- 
ing to excite, provoke or produce breaches of 
the peace, and although a Secretary of State may 
be pleaſed to add the inflaming epithets of trea- 
ſonable, traiterous, or ſeditious, to a particular 
paper, yet no words are ſtrong enough to alter 
the nature of things. To ſay then that a libel 
poſſibly productive of ſuch a conſequence, is the 
very conſequence ſo produced, is in other words 
to declare, that the cauſe and the effect are the 

ſame thing. k 


Secondly, But if a libel could poſſibly by any 
abuſe of language, or has any where been called 
inadvertently a breach of the peace, there is not 
the leaſt colour to ſay, that the libeller can be 
bound to give ſureties for the peace, for the fol- 
lowing reaſons ; 


. Becauſe none can be ſo bound, unleſs he be 
taken i in the actual commitment of a breach of 
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the peace; ſtriking or putting ſome one or more 
of his majeſty's ſubjects in fear; 


Becauſe there is no authority, or even ambigu- 
ons hint in any law book, that he may be fo 
bound ; 


Becauſe no libeller in fact was ever ſo bound: 


Becauſe no crown lawyer in the moſt deſpotic 
times, ever inſiſted, he ſhould be ſo bound, even 
in days, when the preſs ſwarmed with the moſt 
invenom'd and virulent libels, and when the 
proſecutions raged with ſuch uncommon fury 
againſt this ſpecies of offenders; when the law 
of libels was ranſacked every term, when loſs of 
ears, perpetual impriſonment, baniſhment and fings 
of ten and twenty thouſand pounds, were the com- 
mon judgments 1a the Star-Chamber, and when 
the crown had aſſumed an uncontroulable au- 
thority over the preſs: 


Thirdly, This reſolution does not only infringe 
the privilege of parliament, but points to the 
reſtraint of the perſonal liberty of every common 
ſubject in theſe realms, ſeeing that it does in effect 
affirm that all men without exception, my = 
bound to the peace for this offence. | | 
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By this doctrine every man's liberty, privi- 
leged as well as unprivileged, is ſurrendered 
into the hands of a ſecretary of ſtate; be is by 
this means impoyered in the firſt inſtance, to pro- 
nounce the paper to be a ſedicious libel, a matter 
of ſuch difficulty, that ſome have pretended, it 
is too high to be intruſted to a ſpecial jury of 
the firſt rank and condition; he is to underſtand 
and decide by himſelf, the meaning of every 
inuendo ; he is to determine the tendency thereof, 
and brand it with his own epithets; he is to 
adjudge the party guilty, and make him author 
or publiſher as he ſees good; and laſtly, B is to 
give ſentence by committing the party. — All 
theſe authorities are given to one fingle magiſtrate, 
unaſſiſted by council, evidence, or jury, in a 
caſe where the law ſays, no action will lye againſt 
kim, becauſe he acts in the capacity of a judge. 


From what has been obſerved, it appears to us, 
that the exception of a ſeditious libel from privi- 
lege, is neither founded on uſage or written pre- 
cedents, and therefore this reſolution is of the 
firſt impreſſion, nay it is not only a new law, nar- 
rowing the known and antient rule, but it is kke- 
wiſe a law ex poſt facto, pendente lite, et ex parte, 
now firſt declarcd to meet with the circumſtances 
of a particular caſe ; and it muſt be further con- 


—— — 


—— 
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fidered, that this houſe was thus called upon to 
give a ſanction to the determinations of the other, 
who have not conſcended to confer with us upon 
this point, till they had prejudged it themſelves. 


This method of relaxing the rule of privilege, 
caſe by caſe, is pregnant with this farther incon- 
venience, that it renders the rule precarious and 
uncertain sz who can foretell where the houſe will 
ſtop, when they have by one infringement of their 
own ſtanding orders, made a precedent, whereon 
future infringements may with equal reaſon be 
founded? How ſhall the ſubject be able to pro- 
ceed with ſafety in this perilous buſineſs? how 
can the judges decide on theſe or the like queſtions,” 
if privilege is no longer to be found in records, 
and journals, and ſtanding orders, Upon any occa- 
fion privilege may be enlarged, and no court will 
venture for the future without trembling either 
to recogniſe or deny it. 


We manifeſtly ſee this effect of excluding by x 
genera! reſolution, one bailable offence from pri- 
vilege to day, that it will be a precedent for doing 
fo by another upon ſome future occaſion, till in- 
ſtead of 'privilege holding in every caſe not ex- 
cepted, it will at laſt come to hold in none, bur 
ſuch as are expreſsly faved: 
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When the caſe of the Habeas Corpus is relied 
bpon, as a precedent to enforce the declaration, 
tbe argument only ſhews that the miſchief afores 
mentioned has taken place already, fince one 
alteration, though a very juſt one not at all ap- 
plicable to the preſent queſtion, is produced to 
jaſtify another, that is unwarrantable. 


But it is ſtrongly objected, that if privilege be 
allowed in this caſe, a lord of parliament might en- 
danger the conſtitution by a continual attack of 
ſucceſſive libels, and if ſuch a perſon ſhould be ſuf- 
fered to eſcape under the ſhelter of privilege with 
perpetual impunity, all government would be 
overturned, and therefore it is inexpedient to 
allow the privilege now, when the time of privi- 
lege, by prorogations, is continued for ever 
without an interval. 


This objection ſhall be anſwered in two ways. 
Firft, If inexpediency is to deſtroy perſonal pri- 
vilege in this caſe of a ſeditious hbel, it is at 
leaſt as inexpedient, that other great miſdemean- 
ours ſhould ſtand under the like protection of pri- 
vilege, neither is it expedient, that the ſmaller of- 
fences ſhould be exempt from proſecution in the 
perſon of à lord of parliament, fo that if this ar» 
Vol. III. = SE: 
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gument of inexpediency is to prevail, it muſt pre 
vail throughout, and ſubvert the whole law of 
privilege in criminal matters, in which method 
of reaſoning, there is this fault, that the argu» 
ment proves too much. : 


Tf this inconvenience be indeed grievous, the 
fault is not in the law of privilege, but in the 
change of times, and in the management of 
prorogations by the ſervants of the crown, which 
are ſo contrived; as not to Itave an hour open 
for juſtice. Let*the dbjection nevertheleſs be al- 
lowed in its - utmoſt extent, and then compare 
the inexpediency of not immediately profecuting 
on one fide, with the inexpediency of ſtripping 
the parliament of all protection from privilege 
on- the other. Unhappy as the option is, the 
public would rather wiſh to ſee the proſecution 
for crimes ſuſpended, than the parliament totally 
unprivileged, although notwithſtanding this pre- 
tended inconvenience is ſo warmly magmfied 
upon the preſent occaſion, we are not 'apprized, 
' that any ſuch inconvenience has been felt, though 
the privilege has been enjoyed time immemorial. 


But the ſecond and beſt anſwer, becauſe it 
removes all pretence of grieyance is this, that: 
this houſe upon complaint made, has the power. 
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which it will exert in favour of juſtice to deliver 
up the offender to proſecution. 


It is a diſhanourable and an undeſerved impu- 
tation upon the lords to ſuppoſe even in argu- 
ment, that they would nouriſh an impious cri- 
minal in their boſoms againſt the call of offen- 
ded juſtice and the demand of their country. 


It is true however, -and it is hoped that tliis 
houſe will always ſee, (as every magiſtrate ought 
that does not betray his truſt,) that their member 
is properly charged, but when that ground is 
once laid, they would be aſhamed to protect the 
offender one moment ; ſurely this truſt, (which 
has never yet been abuſed) is not too great to 
be repoſed in the high court of parliament, 
while it is lodged there, the public juſtice is in 
ſaſe hands, and the privilege untouched ; 
whereas on the contrary if for the ſake of com- 
ing at the criminal at once, without this appli- 
cation to the houſe, perfonal privilege is taken 
away, not only the offender, but the whole 
parliament at the ſame time is delivered up te 
the crown. 


It is not to be conceived, that our anceflors 
when they framed the law of privilege would 
C £3 
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have left the caſe of a ſeditious libel, (as It is 
called) the only unprivileged miſdemeanour. 
Whatever elſe they had given up to the crown, 
they would have guarded the caſe of ſuppoſed 
libels above all others with privilege, as being 
moſt likely to be abuſed by outrageous and vin- 
dictive proſecutions. 


But this great privilege had a much deeper 
reach, it was wiſely plann'd, and hath hitherto - 
through all times, been reſolutely maintained. 


It was not made to ſcreen criminals, but to 


preſerve the very being and life of parliament, for 
when our an ered, that the law 
had lodged the great powers of arreſt, indict- 
ment, and information in the crown, they ſaw 
the parliament would be undone, if during the 
time of privilege, the royal proceſs ſhould be 
admitted in any miſdemeanour whatſoever, 
therefore they excepted none. Where the abuſe 
of power would be fatal the power ought never 
to be given, becauſe redreſs comes too late. 


A parliament under perpetual terror of impri- 
ſonment, can neither be free, nor bold, nor hone, 
and if this privilege was once removed, the moſt 
important queſtion might be irrecoverably lot, 
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or carried by a ſudden irruption of meſſengers, let 
looſe againſt the members half an hour before 
the debate. 


Laſtly, as it has already been obſerved, the caſe 

of ſuppoſed libels is of all others the moſt dan- 
gerous, and alarming, to be left open to proſecu- 
tion, during the time of privilege. 


If the ſeverity of the law touching libels, as 
it hath ſometimes been laid down, be duly 
weighed, it muſt ſtrike both houſes of parliament 
with terror and diſmay. 


The repetition of a libel,” the delivery of it 
unread to another, is ſaid to be a publication; nay 
the bare poſſeſſion of it has been deemed crimi- 
nal, unleſs it is immediately deſtroyed or carried 
to a magiſtrate. 


Every lord of parliament then, who hath done 
this, who js falſely accuſed, nay who is, though 
without any inſormation, named in the ſecretary 
of ſlate's warrant, has loſt his privilege by this 
reſolution, and lies at the mercy of that enemy to 
learning and liberty, the meſſenger of the preſs. 
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For theſe and many other forcible reaſons, we 
hold it highly unbecoming the dignity, gravity, 
and wiſdom of the houſe of peers, as well as their 
juſtice, thus judicially to explain away and dimi- 
niſh the privilege of their perſons, founded in the 
wiſdom of ages, declared with preciſion in our 
fanding orders, ſo repeatedly confirmed, and 
hitherto preſerved inviolable by the ſpirit of our 
ancettors, called to it only by the other houſe, 
on a particular occaſion, and to ſerve a particu- 


lar purpoſe, ex peſt facto, ex parte et pendente lite, 
in the courts below. 
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Page 56. line 16. for exceptionable, read ac- 
cept able. p. 110. I. ult. for baving written a libel, 


read having written a pretended libel. p. 113, 
I. 4. for J have yet never, read I have never 
yet. 


